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Resumen 

Exposure to a cue alone either before (i.e., latent inhibition treatment) or after (i.e., extinction) the 

cue is paired with an unconditioned stimulus results in attenuated conditioned responding to the 

cue. Here we report two experiments in which potential parallels between the context specificity of 

the effects of extinction and latent inhibition treatments were directly compared in a lick suppression 

preparation with rats. The reversed ordering of conditioning and nonreinforcement in extinction and 

latent inhibition designs allowed us to examine the effect of training order on the context specificity 

of what is learned given phasic reinforcement and nonreinforcement of a target cue. Experiment 1 

revealed that when conditioned-stimulus (CS) conditioning and CS nonreinforcement were 

administered in the same context, both extinction and latent inhibition treatments had reduced 

impacts on test performance, relative to excitatory conditioning when testing occurred outside the 

treatment context. Similarly, Experiment 2 showed that when conditioning was administered in one 

context and nonreinforcement was administered in a second context, the effects of both extinction 

and latent inhibition treatments were attenuated when testing occurred in a neutral context, relative 

to the context in which the CS was nonreinforced. The observed context specificity of extinction and 

latent inhibition treatments has been previously reported in both cases, but not in a single 

experiment under otherwise identical conditions. The results of the two experiments convergently 

suggest that memory of nonreinforcement becomes context dependent after a cue is both 

reinforced and nonreinforced, independent of the order of training. 
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