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Using autoradiographic technique the migratory movements of cells destined to form the anterior
thalamic nuclear group and the limbic cortex were studied in 54 embryos or newborn rabbits the
mothers of which were injected with a single dose of tritiated thymidine on the fifteenth to
twenty?fifth day of gestation. Neurons which form the anterior thalamic group originate between the
fifteenth and eighteenth day of gestation. An orderly relation exists between the time of origin of the
anterior thalamic neurons and their definitive position within the dorsal thalamus. The cells which
originate earliest lie most laterally in the dorsal thalamus; those which originate later lie successively
more medially. No nucleus in the anterior group is isochronic in regard to the origin of its cells and in
each a latero?medial gradient corresponding to early?late origin is apparently present. Neurons
forming the limbic cortex (upon which the anterior thalamic group projects) originate between the
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