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BACKGROUND: Few trials have studied the prevalence of sexual dysfunction (SD) and related risk

factors in postmenopausal women using the DSM-IV criteria. AIM: To evaluate the prevalence of SD

in menopausal women and the impact of risk factors. PATIENTS AND METHODS: Five hundred

thirty four healthy women, 40 to 64 years of age were interviewed using the Laumann test (DSM-IV).

RESULTS: Mean age was 52.4 +/- 5.7 years. Eighty three percent were peri or postmenopausal,

23% used hormonal substitution therapy and 79.2% were sexually active. Among sexually active

women, the prevalence of SD increased along with age, from 22.2% at the 40-44 years old range to

66.0% in the 60-64 years old group. Hormone users and healthy women had a low risk for SD (Odds

ratio (OR): 0.1 IC: 0.0-0.1 and OR: 0.6 IC: 0.3-0.9, respectively). The risk increased in menopausal

women (OR: 3.3 IC: 1.6-6.9), those older than 49 years (OR: 3.4 IC: 1.8-6.4), those subjected to

hysterectomy (OR: 3.7 IC: 1.3-10.6) or those w


