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Background: The main causes of complications of allogenic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation

are infections and graft versus host disease. Aim: To assess the predictive value of C reactive

protein (CRP) and procalcitonin (PCT) in the diagnosis of invasive bacterial infections in children

with febrile neutropenia after an allogenic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. Material and

methods: Prospective follow up of patients aged 18 years or less, with febrile neutropenia after an

allogenic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. In all patients, cultures from sterile sites, CRP and

PCT determinations were done. CRP levels were also measured prior to transplantation and three

times per week for 30 days after the procedure. An independent evaluator, blinded to the results of

CRP and PCT, classified children as with or without invasive bacterial infection. Results: Thirty three

patients aged 9±5 years (21 males) were studied. Eight had an invasive bacterial infection.
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