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Changes in landscape structure are generally associated to physical, biological and social factors.

However, their integrated analysis is rarely done. The objective of this study was to determine the

distribution patterns of native vegetation patches and the level of human intervention within the

Aisén watershed. The main aim was to establish if the position within urban-rural gradients have

some relation with the above patterns. Vegetation units were analyzed in multiple directions

considering the city of Coihaique as the main urban center. Results show that the proximity to the

city is not correlated with the decrease of areas covered by native vegetation, as well as with a

greater level of intervention. However, we found a negative correlation between the level of

intervention and the mean patch size. Furthermore, the distribution of land use/land cover patches is

strongly influenced by the slope. On the other hand, considering the local socioeconomic context

and the currents polici


