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© 2016 American Academy of Forensic Sciences In animal bites, the dental attributes can be

fundamental in identifying the marks made by various species on different matrices. Although rodent

bite marks have been studied in the context of postmortem interference, little research has used

different baits to analyze these marks linking not only specific behavior patterns but also the

possibility of structural damage. Twenty mice (Mus musculus) were exposed to different baits to

study their bite marks in a controlled model. The known pattern of parallel and multiple grooves has

been seen in all baits, but polyvinyl chloride and fiber-optic cable were significantly different between

each other and the other baits. Some baits showed patterns of anchorage of the upper incisors and

space between the lower incisors when gnawing. This technical note represents a novel model of

analysis where veterinarians and/or dentists may be asked to give an opinion on alleged animal bite

marks.


