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© 2017 John Wiley & Sons Ltd We explore what it means to promote healthy sexuality for

incarcerated women. We report upon the experiences of ten inmates in the Female Central

Penitentiary of Santiago, Chile, regarding their sexuality within prison. We used a qualitative,

descriptive research approach. Individual and semistructured interviews were conducted with

women from different sections of the prison over a 2-month period. Participants highlighted the site

for conjugal visits, the Venusterio, as a place of privacy and sexual expression between couples

from outside prison. Motivated by loneliness, need of protection, and desire for affection,

participants enacted alternate gender and sexual identities and sexual orientation. Some previously

heterosexual women became ?machos?, women taking on dominant masculine identities. Women

found a paradoxical freedom to express a malleable and fluid sexual identity, an identity that might

not go outside the prison. Informed by Judith Butler's i


