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Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any

medium, provided the original author and source are credited.Background Matrix-assisted laser

desorption ionization-time of flight (MALDI-TOF) mass spectrometry (MS) is a new and revolutionary

identification method for microorganisms and has recently been introduced into clinical microbiology

in many industrialized countries in Europe and North America. Objectives Our study aimed to

compare the performance and practicality of two commercial MALDITOF MS platforms in a head-to

head manner at a routine laboratory in Chile. Methods During a five-month period in 2012-13, the

diagnostic efficiency (correct identification rate) and agreement between Microflex LT (Bruker

Daltonics) and Vitek MS (bioMerieux) was compared in a parallel manner to conventional

identification including genotypic analysis for


