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Abstract 

We explored the site context of a late Holocene shell midden on the coast of Los Vilos in north-central 

Chile (31 degrees 51 ' S, South America) to better understand the spatial organization of short-term, 

small-sized hunter-gatherer campsites. The Dunas de Agua Amarilla (LV 007) site comprises 14 

separate surf clam refuse deposits. Extensive stratigraphic excavations of the shell middens and the areas 

free of residue allowed interpretation of potential activity areas bounded by hearths, the shell middens, 

and a possible dwelling space. Late Holocene campsites in the area correspond to brief occupational 

events framed within littoral residential mobility, in which predictable coastal resources became a staple 

for groups residing and circulating over long periods in the area. Data on shell midden composition and 

the spatial distribution of site features shed light on the organizational dynamics of dwelling and activity 

spaces of coastal hunter-gatherers of the South Pacific. 
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