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RESUMEN

Se reportalapresencia de Xylocopa splendidula para Santiago, Chile. En Marzo de 2007, hembras fueron observadas
nidificando en Acacia dealbata Link y entre diciembre 2007 y febrero 2008 fueron observadas forrajeando sobre
Parkinsonia apiculata L. Este es€el primer registro de la especie paralazona mediterranea de Chile.

Apidae includes three subfamilies: Nomadinae,
Apinae and Xylocopinae (Michener 2000). Within
the subfamily Xylocopinae and itstribe Xylocopini,
resides the genus Xylocopa Latreille 1802.
Xylocopini are popularly known as* carpenter bees”
because they construct nests digging galleries
generally within dead hardwood (Michener 1979,
2000; Ospina2000; Schlindwein et al. 2003; Ramalho
et al. 2004). Membersof Xilocopini area so known
for their robust and large body size. Unlike bees of
other tribes (Manueliini, Allodapini, Ceratini), those
of Xylocopini do not have arolia (Chiappa et al.
1990; Michener 2000). The genus Xylocopa is
characterized by its virtually absent wing stigma,
the marginal cell longer than wide, and the distal
end strongly papillate. Additionally, the scape is
longer than the second and third flagellar segment
combined in the antenna.

Xylocopa contains more than 700 species
distributed worldwide (Vicidomini 2002;
Schlindwein et al. 2003; Ramalho et al. 2004)
grouped into 12 subgenera; 96 speciesare reported
for the Neotropical region (Ospina 2000). The
greatest number of species inhabits the tropics

(Ramalhoet al. 2004). In spiteof thisgreat diversity
and ampledistribution, for Chile, only three species
areknown; all from the northern part of the country
(Arica, Azapaand Putre): Xylocopa (Schonnherria)
viridigastra Lepeletier, 1841; Xylocopa
(Schonnherria) splendidula splendidula L epel etier,
1841; and Xylocopa (Neoxylocopa) bruesi
Cockerell, 1914 (Michener 2000; Ospina2000; Ruiz
1929; Toro 1986).

The objective of this note isto report the presence
of X. splendidula in central Chile; which for Chile
was previously known only from Arica and Azapa
(Fig. 1) (Michener 2000; Ospina2000). Thisspecies
has a wide distribution in South America, which
includes Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, and
Peru (Fig. 1) (Silveiraet al. 2002; Schlindwein et al.
2003).

In March 2007, afemale of X. splendidula (Fig. 2)
was found constructing a nest in living wood of
Acacia dealbata Link, on the Juan Gomez Millas
Campus, Universidad de Chile, Nufioa, Santiago de
Chile, Region Metropolitana (33°27'59.11" S;
70°35'45.97" W). Additionally, during the months
of December 2007 and January 2008 five males



(Fig. 3) and two femal eswere collected foraging on
Parkinsonia aculeata in the same locality. Also in
January 2008, nine males were collected near to
Estacién Mapocho, Santiago de Chile, Regién
Metropolitana (33°25'52.15" S; 70°39'7.22"" W),
foraging on Parkinsonia aculeata. Finally, near to
Estacion Mapocho in July of 2008, a nest in
Erythrina falcata Benth. was found (F. Rojas com.
pers.). Theindividuals captured are now housed at
the Museo Nacional de Historia Natural de Chile
and the I nstituto de Entomol ogiadelaUniversidad
Metropolitana de Ciencias de la Educacion.

In addition to the genus characters af orementioned,
specimens of X. splendidula have a body size of
14-16 mm, metasomaare brightly metalicwithablue
hue. Males can be recognized by the following
combination of characters. clypeus and labrum
yellow and the mesosoma with short, white hairs.

Ficure 1: Distribution of Xylocopa splendidula in South
America, including the new records for central Chile
(Region Metropolitana, R.M.: 1 Estacion Mapocho, 2
Juan Gémez Millas Campus).

Ficura 1: Distribucién de Xylocopa splendidula en
Sudamérica, incluyendo los nuevos registros para Chile
central (Regidn Metropolitana, R.M.: 1 Estacion
Mapocho, 2 Campus Juan Gomez Millas).

Femaleshave arelatively narrow pygidial platewith
aspine-likeform.

Xylocopa splendidula has a diunct distribucion in
Chile(Fig. 1). Themechanismspromoting itsarrival
to central Chile are unknown. Additionally, the
separated collection dates and frequency of
encounters, suggest that this species is naturalized
incentral Chile.
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Ficure 2: Lateral view of aXylocopa splendidulafemale.
Scale0.5cm.

Ficura 2: Vista lateral de una hembra de Xylocopa
splendidula. Escala0,5cm.

Ficure 3: Lateral view of a Xylocopa splendidula male.
Scale0.5cm.

Ficura 3: Vistalateral de un macho de Xylocopa splendidula.
Escala0,5cm.
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