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Resumen 

The Academic Motivation Scale is one of the most frequently used instruments to assess 

academic motivation. It relies on the self-determination theory of human motivation. However, 

motivation has been understudied in dental education. Therefore, to address the lack of valid 

instruments to assess academic motivation in dental education and contribute to future research 

in the field, the aim of this study was to analyze the psychometric properties of this instrument in 

a sample of dental students. Participants were 989 Chilean undergraduate dental students 

(86% response rate) who completed a survey containing a Chilean face-valid version of the 

Spanish Academic Motivation Scale and three other motivation-related instruments to assess 

the survey's construct and criterion validity. Later, 76 of the students (out of 100 invited) took the 

survey again to assess its test-retest stability. The instrument's construct validity was supported 

by the superior goodness of fit of the seven-subscale Academic Motivation Scale over 

competing models through confirmatory factor analysis and by the expected correlations among 

its subscales. The concurrent criterion validity was supported by the confirmation of correlations 

between its subscales and external criteria. Adequate internal consistency and test-retest 

correlations were also found. The evidence from this study suggests that the Academic 

Motivation Scale is a preliminarily valid and reliable instrument to assess motivation in the 

predoctoral dental context. Future research in this area is needed to confirm or refute these 

results.  

 

Dr. Orsini is a doctoral candidate in Health Professions Education, College of Medical, 

Veterinary, and Life Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow, UK, and Researcher, Teaching 

and Learning Centre FEN, University of Chile, Santiago, Chile; Dr. Binnie is Clinical Senior 

University Teacher, Dental School, College of Medical, Veterinary, and Life Sciences, University 

of Glasgow, Glasgow, UK; Prof Evans is Professor of Medical Education, Medical Education 

Development Centre, Medical School, Gifu University, Gifu, Japan; Dr. Ledezma is Secretary of 

Studies, Dental School, University San Sebastian, Santiago, Chile; Dr. Fuentes is Director, 

Dental School, University San Sebastian, Santiago, Chile; and Dr. Villegas is a Private Dental 

Practitioner, Santiago, Chile. Direct correspondence to Dr. Cesar Orsini, 27 Hillhead Street 

(Ground Floor), Glasgow, UK, G12 8PX; +447799485024; corsini@fen.uchile.cl. 



Palabras clave 

Palabras clave de autor: dental education; academic motivation; Academic Motivation 

Scale;psychometrics; Chile 

 

Información del autor 

Dirección para petición de copias: Orsini, C (autor para petición de copias) 

       27 Hillhead St,Ground Floor, Glasgow G12 8PX, Lanark, Scotland. 

Direcciones:  

 

[ 1 ] Univ Glasgow, Coll Med Vet & Life Sci, Hlth Profess Educ, Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland 

 

[ 2 ] Univ Chile, Teaching & Learning Ctr FEN, Santiago, Chile 

 

[ 3 ] Univ Glasgow, Coll Med Vet & Life Sci, Sch Dent, Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland 

 

[ 4 ] Gifu Univ, Sch Med, Med Educ, Med Educ Dev Ctr, Gifu 500, Japan 

 

[ 5 ] Univ San Sebastian, Sch Dent, Studies, Santiago, Chile 

 

[ 6 ] Univ San Sebastian, Sch Dent, Santiago, Chile 

Direcciones de correo electrónico: corsini@fen.uchile.cl 

Editorial 

AMER DENTAL EDUCATION ASSOC-ADEA, 655 K STREET NW, SUITE 800, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20001 USA 

Categorías / Clasificación 

Áreas de investigación: Dentistry, Oral Surgery & Medicine 

Categorías de Web of Science: Dentistry, Oral Surgery & Medicine 

Información del documento 

Tipo de documento: Article 

Idioma: English 

Número de acceso:  WOS:000359034300013 

ID de PubMed:  26246537 

ISSN: 0022-0337 

eISSN: 1930-7837 

Información de la revista 

• Impact Factor: Journal Citation Reports® 

Otra información 

Número IDS:  CO3CN 

Referencias citadas en la Colección principal de We b of Science: 48 

Veces citado en la Colección principal de Web of Sc ience: 0  

 


