
v 
 

 
 

Table of contents 

1. Introduction ..................................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 RESEARCH  PROBLEM .......................................................................................................... 3 

2. Literature  review ............................................................................................................ 5 

2.1 INTRODUCTION ..................................................................................................................... 5 
2.2 EMOTIONS  AND  GENDER .................................................................................................. 10 
2.3 INTERNALISING  AND  EXTERNALISING  EMOTIONS ............................................................. 15 
2.4 POWERFUL  AND  POWERLESS  EMOTIONS ........................................................................ 17 
2.5 GENDER  AND  EFL ............................................................................................................ 19 

2.5.1 Vocabulary  competence  and  EFL. ............................................................................ 21 
2.5.1.1 Receptive  and  productive  vocabulary. ............................................................ 22 
2.5.1.2 Lexical  richness..................................................................................................... 23 
2.5.2 Vocabulary,  gender  and  emotions. ....................................................................... 26 
2.5.2.1 EFL  emotion  vocabulary  and  gender. ............................................................ 27 

2.6 CONCLUSIONS .................................................................................................................... 32 
2.6.1 General  objective. ...................................................................................................... 33 
2.6.2 Specific  objectives. .................................................................................................... 33 

3. Methodology ................................................................................................................. 35 

3.1 PARTICIPANTS .................................................................................................................... 36 
3.2 DATA .................................................................................................................................. 39 

3.2.1 Data  collection  tools. ................................................................................................ 40 
3.2.2 Data  collection  procedures. .................................................................................... 42 

3.3 DATA  ANALYSIS ................................................................................................................. 43 

4. Results ........................................................................................................................... 53 

4.1 COMPARISONS  BETWEEN  MALE  AND  FEMALE  EFL  CHILEAN  STUDENTS .................... 53 
4.1.1 Frequency  of  emotion  lexical  items ..................................................................... 54 

4.2 FREQUENCY  OF  LEMMAS .................................................................................................. 58 
4.3 VALENCE  OF  EMOTION ..................................................................................................... 63 
4.4 TYPE  OF  EMOTION ............................................................................................................ 65 
4.5 TYPE  OF  EMOTION  VS.  EMOTION  VALENCE .................................................................... 68 

4.5.1 Negative valance of emotion vs type of emotion ................................................... 68 
4.5.2 Positive  valence  of  emotion  vs  type  of  emotion ............................................. 69 
4.5.3 Neutral  valence  vs.  type  of  emotion ................................................................... 70 

4.6 NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS VS. CHILEAN EFL SPEAKERS. ............................................. 71 
4.6.1 EFL  STUDENTS’  EMOTION  LEMMAS  VS.  NATIVE  ENGLISH  EMOTION  LEMMAS ............ 72 
4.7 SUMMARY OF RESULTS ...................................................................................................... 75 

5. Discussion .................................................................................................................... 77 

5.1 FREQUENCY OF EMOTION IN LEXICAL ITEMS IN MALE AND FEMALE EFL STUDENTS ......... 77 
5.2 FREQUENCY  OF  LEMMAS .................................................................................................. 81 
5.3 VALENCE OF EMOTION LEMMAS VS. GENDER .................................................................... 85 
5.4          TYPE OF EMOTION .............................................................................................................. 86 
5.5 TYPE OF EMOTION VS. EMOTION VALENCE ........................................................................ 89 
5.6 EFL  STUDENTS’  EMOTION  LEMMAS  VS  NATIVE ENGLISH  EMOTION  LEMMAS .............. 90 

6.  Conclusions ...................................................................................................................... 98 

6.1 FINDINGS  FOR  RESEARCH  QUESTION  1 .......................................................................... 99 



vi 
 

 
 

6.2 LIMITATIONS  TO  THE  STUDY .......................................................................................... 104 
6.3 FURTHER  STUDY ............................................................................................................. 110 
6.4 IMPLICATIONS  OF  THIS  STUDY  AND  FINAL  COMMENT .................................................. 110 

References ........................................................................................................................... 112 

Appendix A: Data collection instrument ........................................................................... 117 

Appendix B: Information and consent form ..................................................................... 119 

Appendix C: Lesson plan for class intervention ............................................................. 121 

Appendix D: Intervention PowerPoint presentation ........................................................ 123 

Appendix E: Sample reflective essay ............................................................................... 130 

Appendix F: Taxonomy of emotion terms ........................................................................ 131 

Appendix G: Emotion lemmas in L1 English produced by 40 American Monolinguals ......... 137 

Appendix H: Transcription of male essays ...................................................................... 138 

Appendix I: Transcription of female essays ..................................................................... 167 

Appendix J: EFL emotion lemmas in American English corpus ................................... 197 

Appendix K: Data tabulation Excel sheet ......................................................................... 199 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


