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© 2016, Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg. The understanding of the spatial and temporal patterns

in land use and land cover (LULC) change is a key issue for conservation efforts. In the Chilean

hotspot, different studies have attempted to understand variations of LULC change. Nevertheless, a

broader understanding of common patterns and variability of LULC over the entire range of the

hotspot is lacking. We performed a complete review of the different studies reporting LULC changes

and performed a joint analysis of their results using an integrated comprehensive approach. We

related the variation of LULC change to latitude, time period and vascular plant richness using

generalized linear models. Overall, there were nine studies, which covered 36.5 % of the study area,

and reported the loss of 19 % of native forest (782,120 ha) between 1973 and 2011. The highest net

forest loss was observed in the 1970?1990 period. This decreased in the 1990?2000 period and

rose again in the 2000?2010 p


