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The proteins secreted by the male genital tract were analyzed in the seasonally breeding rodent
Octodon degus. The protein patterns from the fluids collected from sexually active animals were
compared with those from animals in resting period, with others which were previously castrated,
and with castrated animals which received testosterone replacement treatment. Fluids from cauda
epididymides (CE), seminal vesicles (SV) and prostate glands (PG) were collected, and analyzed by
polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis followed by different staining methods and densitometry.
Modifications were detected in the protein patterns of resting or castrated animals. In CE fluid, the
decrease of one protein band (45 Kda) and the uprising of another (210 Kda) were recognized after
castration. In animals during resting period the changes were not as marked as in castrated animals.
SV secretion demonstrated a similar response to resting phase and castration, because Protein

SVS | (200 Kda) decreased or w



