Seroprevalence of Toxoplasma gondii infection in sheep and alpacas (Llama
pacos) in Chile
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Serum samples from 408 sheep from different regions of Chile and 447 alpacas (Llama pacos) from
the north of the country were tested for Toxoplasma gondii antibodies. The indirect
haemagaglutination test (IHAT) was used in both species and the indirect immunofluorescence test
(IIFT) was also used on the sheep samples in order to compare the performance of the tests in that
species. In both tests, titers ?1:16 were considered diagnostically significant. Sera from 49 sheep
(12%) were positive to T. gondii antibodies by the IHAT. When using the IIFT, 114 sheep sera (28%)
were positive. The different results obtained in sheep sera between the tests were significant
(p<0.0001). No differences were observed between geographical locations or sex of the sampled
sheep regarding serological detection of T. gondii antibodies in sheep. As expected, adult sheep
showed higher T. gondii reactivity than young sheep (p=0.0008). The corrected prevalence of

toxoplasmosis in alpaca was 16.3% (32 positive 0



