Leukocyte migration inhibition factor production in marasmic infants
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Production of leukocyte migration inhibition factor was measured in vitro with purified protein
derivative and phytohemagglutinin in 14 marasmic infants 6 to 18 mth of age. 27 well-nourished
infants served as controls. All the children had received BCG vaccine in the neonatal period.
Tuberculin reaction was positive in four of 14 of the marasmic infants and 13 of 27 of the controls.
When leukocyte migration inhibition factor was induced with purified protein derivative, the four
tuberculin positive malnourished subjects had a mean migration inhibition index of 55.7%, which
was significantly higher than the mean migration inhibition index of 38.2% in the tuberculin positive
controls. In the tuberculin negative subjects, the mean migration inhibition index was 24.7 and
16.6% in the marasmic and control groups, respectively. The difference was not statistically
significant. Phytohemagglutinin-induced migration inhibition was comparable in malnourished and

control infants. There was no cor



