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A panel of eight Trypanosoma cruzi antigens produced by recombinant DNA techniques was used

to compare the reactivity of IgG specificities in the sera from 45 chronic Chagas' disease patients

with different clinical symptoms (cardiac disease, gastrointestinal lesions, and combined syndrome)

with those present in the sera from 55 asymptomatic patients in Chile. All of the serum samples

were first characterized for antibody to T. cruzi epimastigotes by immunofluorescence assay. All of

the Chagas' disease sera were reactive, but none of five healthy controls whose sera were also

tested had antibodies against the fixed parasites. A dot-blot assay was then performed to evaluate

the serum reactivity against recombinant DNA clones 1, 2, 13, 26, 30, 36, 54, and SAPA (shed

acute phase antigen). These recombinant antigens were recognized by a large proportion of the

sera collected from the Chilean patients. Ninety-five percent of the serum samples reacted with one

or more of the recombinant clon


