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explores issues of historical disputes between nurses and midwives based in Chile. The interaction

of these two professions in that country has become an arena of competition which leads to conflicts

periodically, such as those related to the ownership of the care of new-borns, and that of projects

aimed at relieving nurse shortages by enhancing midwives' nursing skills. Specifically, this article

aims to build on historical and contemporary resources analysed from a sociological perspective,

and present comparatively a rationale concerning nursing/midwifery jurisdictional conflicts through a

social history account. Our analysis suggests that nurses/midwives interaction has been shaped by

social-historical transformations and the continuous evolution of the healthcare system as a whole,

resulting in a race towards technologisation. These interprofessional conflicts can be explained par


