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In 1566 Alonso de Villadiego was nominated by the Chilean Cabildo as "Adviser and Examiner in

Surgery". By means of this edict, the Spanish Crown paralleled its classical health organization,

inspired in rules coming from XIIIth century. The Hospital del Socorro was the focal point of these

activities. It turned to be prosperous under the administration of "San Juan de Dios" monks (1617),

who rebaptized the Hospital with their name. During the administration of the "Universidad de San

Felipe" (1738-1839), the Protomedicato followed the standards imposed by the Cahir of Prima

Medicina. Domingo Nevin, Frenchman, and José Antonio Ríos, Chilean, were the first and the last

doctors in charge of this task. Ríos conducted the antivariolic campaign, supervised the "Midwifery

Law" and controlled the medical and paramedical practice. Afterwards, the Institution plunged into a

profound crisis to reflourish in 1833 when it was incorporated within the structure of the School of

Medicine. Blest, Cox


