Orthotopic liver transplantation improves small bowel motility disorders in
cirrhotic patients
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Altered small intestinal motility has been observed in patients with liver cirrhosis. Its pathophysiology
remains to be defined. Our aim was to investigate the effect of orthotopic liver transplantation on
small intestinal dysmotility in patients with liver disease. Two patients were studied both before and
after orthotopic liver transplantation. Abnormal migrating motor complex activity and prominent
clustered contractions present preoperatively normalized within 6 months after the surgical
procedure. This finding might represent an additional benefit of liver transplantation considering that

altered motility may be involved in bacterial overgrowth and infections observed in these patients.



