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Medicine is becoming increasingly confident that scientific advances, especially in the area of

genetics, will allow a major improvement in the control and eradication of disease. This development

seems to go hand in hand with health-enhancement strategies, erasing the distinction between the

states of health and disease, and blurring the specific goals of medical services. Medicine tends to

become an increasingly technocentric practice that relies heavily on expert knowledge and on

epidemiological evidence, neglecting the lived-body experience of being ill, and tending to transform

costly medical services into commodities only affordable by the affluent. This paper argues that

disease is not merely a functional description, but rather a definitely value-laden organismic state

that is experienced by the patient, needs to be explored and treated by medical practitioners, and

requires the assessment and participation of social institutions concerned with the delivery and

support of medic


