
Update on Rotarix?: An oral human rotavirus vaccine

O'Ryan, Miguel

Linhares, Alexandre C.

Worldwide, rotaviruses are the single most important agents of severe gastroenteritis in infants and

young children. Globally, it is estimated that every year rotavirus gastroenteritis causes more than

125 million episodes of diarrhea and nearly 527,000 deaths, mainly in developing countries. The

development of new effective and safe rotavirus vaccines was recognized as the most effective

intervention strategy that could yield a significant impact on the burden of rotavirus disease. Rotarix?

is an oral live-attenuated human rotavirus vaccine containing a single G1P[8] strain. The first oral

dose may be administered as early as 6 weeks of age, with a minimum interval of 4 weeks prior to

second dose; the vaccination course should be completed by the age of 24 weeks according to the

manufacturer. In the USA, the upper age limit for the second dose has recently been recommended

at 32 weeks of age by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. The development

program for Rotarix inclu


