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Objective: The results of prematurely terminated stenting and aggressive medical management for

preventing recurrent stroke in intracranial stenosis (SAMMPRIS) due to excessively high rate of

stroke and death in patients randomized to intracranial stent placement is expected to affect the

practice of endovascular therapy for intracranial atherosclerotic disease. The purpose of this report

is to review the components of the designs and methods SAMMPRIS trial and to describe the

influence of those components on the interpretation of trial results. Methods: A critical review of the

patient population included in SAMMPRIS is conducted with emphasis on "generalizability of results"

and "bias due to cherry picking phenomenon." The technical aspects of endovascular treatment

protocol consisting of intracranial angioplasty and stent placement using the Gateway balloon and

Wingspan self-expanding nitinol stent and credentialing criteria of trial interventionalists are

reviewed. The influence of


