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© 2014, The Nevin Scrimshaw International Nutrition Foundation. Seven million children under 5

years of age died worldwide in 2011, and one-third had malnutrition. Latin America and Caribbean

countries stand out for the notable improvement of their health and nutrition situation, particularly in

pregnant women and young children. Nutrition-sensitive interventions such as promoting food

security, women's empowerment, social safety nets, clean water, and sanitation, among others, are

critical for success. In Bolivia, the program Desnutrición Cero (Malnutrition Zero) was able to reduce

mortality from severe malnutrition after 5 years from 25% to less than 5%, based on widespread

implementation of the World Health Organization 10-steps protocol for hospitalized care and the

application of community management. The Economic Commission for Latin America estimated the

cost of malnutrition for Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and the

Dominican Republic as US$6,6


