Clinical and color Doppler ultrasound evaluation of polyacrylamide injection in
HIV patients with severe facial lipoatrophy secondary to antiretroviral therapy
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© 2016 John Wiley & Sons A/S. Published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd Background/Purpose: Facial
lipoatrophy in HIV patients, secondary to antiretroviral therapy (ART) with thymidine analogs, has
been related to important psychosocial alterations and poor adherence to treatment. Polyacrylamide
gel (PAAG) is a filler that has been used for treating facial lipoatrophy in HIV patients. The aim was
to assess the clinical and sonographic anatomical changes after injection of PAAG in HIV patients
with facial lipoatrophy secondary to ART. Methods: HIV patients receiving ART and suffering from
severe facial lipoatrophy were recruited and underwent clinical and color Doppler ultrasound
evaluation prior to PAAG application (AQUAMID®) and sonographically monitored at 18 months and
clinically followed up for 36 months after the procedure. Adverse effects were recorded based on
occurrence and complexity. Results: A total of 33 patients were evaluated, 30 men (91%) and 3

women (9%) with an average age of



