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© 2018, International Association for Mathematical Geosciences. Chile has a rich, but poorly known

history of placer gold mining. At present, this sector is almost nonexistent and there are some

restrictions for its revival: disperse and partial information on existing resources and limited technical

expertise to assess the potential of placer gold mine sites. This paper presents the background,

methodology and results of the prioritization process of known prospects of this kind in Chile. This

research was part of a publicly funded project aimed to incentivize the development of this industry.

The ranking was carried out using the analytic hierarchy process, which allowed to include different

quantitative and qualitative variables related to the economic potential, technical aspects, contextual

viability and socioeconomic factors in the analysis. The results show that, despite the increasing

relevance of environmental and community issues in mining development, the business potential 


