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© 2018, Swiss School of Public Health (SSPH+).Objectives: To describe and compare the profile of

female sex workers (FSWs) that access or do not access sexual health checkups (SHC). The

research question was what are the factors linked to access to SHC for FSWs in the metropolitan

region (RM) of Chile? Methods: A cross-sectional study was conducted in the RM with FSWs over

the age of 18. A sample of 370 FSWs was selected by using the time-location sampling method in

closed venues and at street-level locations. A survey was applied, validated, and included

clinical-epidemiological, behavioral and socio-demographic variables. Results: 38.6% (n = 140) of

FSWs that answered the question never used SHC and 37.6% (n = 84) received checkups in a

specialized health center for FSWs. FSWs with no SHC were younger, prone to have more group

sex, preferably with occasional or no stable partner, and did not know where to get an HIV test.

Conclusions: FSWs have had uncertain access to sexual health c


