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Human presence at intertidal areas could impact coastal biodiversity, including migratory waterbird

species and the ecosystem services they provide. Assessing this impact is therefore essential to

develop management measures compatible with migratory processes and associated biodiversity.

Here, we assess the effects of human presence on the foraging opportunities of Hudsonian godwits

(Limosa haemastica, a trans-hemispheric migratory shorebird) during their non-breeding season on

Chiloé Island, southern Chile. We compared bird density and time spent foraging in two similar bays

with contrasting disturbance levels: human presence (mostly seaweed harvesters accompanied by

dogs) was on average 0.9 ±0.4 people per 10 ha in the disturbed ba


