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Abstract
This article is the result of an intentional articulation between the 
authors’ activist and academic positions as feminists and anti-racists 
in Barcelona. Using a narrative construction, we discuss memories of 
the struggles for the rights of immigrant women in the city. Firstly, the 
memories interact with other trajectories of struggle that go beyond 
'immigrant' identity. Secondly, the memories give an account of activ-
isms crossed by difference, in which difference operates as a linking 
category, from where dialogue and interpellation relationships are 
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established. Thirdly, the memories help to construct the body and day-
to-day life within spaces of resistance, serving as an instrument along-
side gender in the struggles for rights. We close the article reflecting 
on memory and gender as intersectional processes that offer further 
perspectives on resistance and immigration.
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Introduction

This article was brought into being through the conscious link between four 
migrant women, who occupied distinct yet connected positions as both anti-
racist feminist activists and academics in Barcelona. Their shared discomfort 
regarding a notable lack of collective memory of activism within migrant 
struggles in the city – specifically those of immigrant women – has facilitated 
discussions on the matter of our memories and first-person interpretations 
(Kleist, 2017, 2013; Varela, 2007, 2013).

Current debates surrounding migration focus largely on the paradigm of 
integration and on the problems, shortcomings, and differences of migrants 
in relation to the resident population. European societies hold an entrenched 
self-conception of the nation state and a false notion of homogeneity (Hinter-
mann and Rupnow, 2016). Migration is perceived within these societies as 
being purely contemporary and ahistorical (Varela, 2007), and immigrants 
are considered victims bereft of agency. The collective actions of immigrants 
are interpreted as exceptional, stripped of political memory, unenduring and, 
by their very nature, lacking vision.

It is therefore crucial to ask ourselves how migrant struggles are remem-
bered or forgotten. In the first place, we assume that collective memory is 
a social practice − a field in which hegemony is challenged in a constant 
undertaking of reproduction and reinterpretation of the past (Halbwachs, 
1968; Hirsch and Smith, 2002; Middleton and Brown, 2005; Vázquez, 
2001). The act of making memory produces subjects, practices, and mean-
ings that are authorised, to a greater or lesser extent, to form part of the 
public domain (Bold et al., 2002; Piper and Montenegro, 2017). That which 
is remembered, from which positions, and how and by whom, is ultimately 
crucial in the political arena.

Secondly, we understand that collective effort is deeply embedded in 
previous experiential journeys of resistance (Calveiro, 2006: Cappiali, 2016), 
along pathways of struggle and organisation that produce and reproduce pro-
cesses of inequality, injustice, and mobilisation (Alexander and Mohanty, 
1997; Harris, 2006). Thirdly, in remembering the struggles for the rights 
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of immigrant women, the exclusivity, colonialism, and sexism of European 
memory are rendered visible (Hintermann and Rupnow, 2016). The memo-
ries of migrant struggles contain other stories, but these are silenced by tradi-
tional power structures because they do not fit comfortably into the national 
and masculine frameworks that shape history (Bold et al., 2002; Rothberg 
and Yildiz, 2011). They enable us, however, to take into account those groups 
not recognised within these memorial frameworks.

Memory is a source of embedded non-hegemonic knowledge that offers 
the key to social transformation (Nayak, 2017; Troncoso and Piper, 2015). 
We therefore believe that memories of the struggle for immigrant women’s 
rights can offer political resources to end the intersection of different kinds of 
oppression. By using memory to reconstruct past struggles, collectives can be 
empowered to think of themselves in terms of agency and resistance, learning 
not only from those struggles but also through their continuity with those 
of the present. In this article we reflect on the subjects, relations, and world-
views we build when we remember collective efforts in favour of the rights of 
immigrant women, and how these efforts enable the development of political 
strategies in the current struggles.

With this in mind, we make use of two texts (Romero, 2018; Fulladosa, 
2018) produced by the authors in a recent study1 in which we explore the 
memories of two activists in the struggle for the rights of immigrants in 
Barcelona. The Narrative Productions technique (Balasch and Montenegro, 
2003; Schögunt and Pujol, 2015) was key in the composition of these texts. 
Within them, the story of the activists’ associations, strategies, and demands 
are told, as well as their relationship with other experiences of struggle. The 
first text concerns Mujeres Pa’lante (Women to the Front), a feminist first-
port-of-call project established in 2007, which is managed and directed 
by immigrant women. Their principal efforts are framed by psycho-social 
engagement, socio-occupational coaching, and the construction of networks 
of empowerment. The second text concerns Sindihogar, a female domestic and 
care workers' union established in Barcelona in 2011. Their efforts are ori-
ented towards changing practices in the fields of employment and migration, 
as well as setting up feminist cultural and artistic initiatives.

With these texts as a base, we engaged in a dialogue that brought a 
new narrative to light, one whose starting point was our particular experi-
ences as both activists and academics involved in the fight for the rights 
of immigrants, especially immigrant women. In accordance with a feminist 
epistemology, we assume that the knowledge that comes out of this narra-
tive is situated: it is the result of partial connections between diverse mate-
rials and discursive positions in constant transformation (Haraway, 1995). 
Each Narrative Production can be understood as a text equivalent to other 
theoretical undertakings on the subject, and each corresponds to a particular 
outlook. This article is, in and of itself, a narrative construction (Balasch 
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et al., 1999; Moen, 2006) in which we deliberately bring together differ-
ent academic−activist memories. Each author has contributed to the article’s 
narrative from her own hybrid position which entails political participation 
as well as theoretical and professional work. Therefore, the article also aims, 
using a feminist ethical−political approach, to bridge the power gap between 
academic and activist knowledge. Theoretical approaches and activist experi-
ence enable us to produce a situated account of the role of memory within 
feminist anti-racist struggles in Barcelona.

Likewise, given that we construct the past through a narrative ordering of 
heterogeneous events in a unificatory temporal sequence (Piper, 2005), both 
Narrative Productions and this article can be interpreted as an exercise in 
building the past: an act of critical, affirmative, and selective memory that 
situates and delimits narration without seeking to be exhaustive (Ahmed, 
2004). The focus is one of situated memories of areas of struggle that are 
expressed on the basis of our diverse knowledge and experiences in the field.

We have presented this dialogue through a focus on the two projects 
mentioned above. We seek to give an account of how we have come to shape 
our spaces of political action in conversation, corroboration, collaboration, and 
confrontation with other social actors. To this end we rely on certain argu-
ments advanced by Crenshaw (1989, 1991) regarding intersectionality. We 
use intersectionality to examine the effects – and provide examples of exclu-
sion – of a politics based on identity (McCall, 2005; Verloo, 2013). In turn, 
this helps us to analyse how relations of power shape underlying perspectives 
in identity-focused movements. Our focus is on narrating the memories that 
have come to form our political activism, while seeing collective memory as a 
product of a process of creation and legitimisation of the past from the stand-
point of the present and, in this case, as an exercise in the collective construc-
tion of knowledge.

Firstly, we explore how these memories reflect different campaign back-
grounds, and how they generate an enunciative space for the narration of our 
collective practices of resistance. Secondly, we call into question the hege-
monic memory of migrant activism. We analyse how various axes of differen-
tiation appear within the construction of this collective memory. We relate 
convergences and divergences that the remembered projects have had with 
respect to other struggles and social agents. In a third area of discussion, we 
address practices of resistance that make use of the body as a political space. 
We reflect upon the importance of the affective, the aesthetic, and artistic 
in resistance. By way of closure, we debate the implications of this type of 
memory for political struggle in general and for immigrant groups in par-
ticular. We argue that a feminist perspective of collective memory can be 
an instrument in the fight for social justice. Through memory we can shape 
alternative political trajectories, relationships, and positions in consideration 
of the multiple intersection of oppressions and their effects. In other words, 
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we invoke the importance of memory as a device that enables groups that 
have been excluded from public spaces to express themselves and to intro-
duce new practices of resistance to confront different forms of exclusion and 
discrimination.

Participation in the construction of memory has political relevance, given 
that non-participation implies delegating the task to other agents who may 
rewrite the past and write the future (Alexander and Mohanty, 1997). By the 
same token, it helps to highlight political and historical ties that sustain these 
struggles, calling into question the view of migration as something new and 
acute, and all that comes with it as temporary (Varela, 2007).

The emergence of the migrant as a political 
subject in Barcelona

The first decade of the twenty-first century are remembered in the collec-
tive memory as both the starting point and the most potent moment of 
migrant struggles within the Spanish state. The mobilisations during those 
years came about as a result of the hardening of immigration policies that 
hindered or denied the concession of legal status to immigrants. The move-
ment shone a light on the effects of exclusion and the abuse of human rights 
that these policies brought with them (Fernández, 2012; Varela, 2015). The 
cycle of mobilisations in 2001, known as the Oleada de encierros migrantes en el 
Estado Español, or wave of migrant sit-ins in the Spanish state, stands out as a 
foundational moment in the struggle for immigrant rights in Barcelona and 
Spain. Various groups of migrants took over the churches of Spanish towns 
and cities for months at a time, using them as a means to raise awareness of 
their demands (Salvini, 2018).

Migrants forced their way into the public sphere with a voice and an 
approach of their own, attracting the attention of government agents, the 
media, and activists from other social movements (Varela, 2013). The repeal 
of the Aliens Act (or Ley de extranjería), the need to afford legal status to an 
extensive group of people, and the end of police persecution were their three 
key collective demands. Furthermore, Varela (2007) argues that these same 
mobilisations went beyond their concrete demands. They also drew atten-
tion to the need for a recognition of the effective exercise of the right to 
free movement and to the possibility of these people settling in the areas in 
which they lived − conditions denied to many migrants on the basis of the 
securitarian rationale of migration flow management in so-called 'fortress 
Europe' (Balibar, 2003; Santamaría, 2002). Thus, what drives this move-
ment is, specifically, the need to respond to the mechanisms of negation of 
the very existence of migrant persons as political subjects and agents. The 
status of the migrant, by way of its entrance into public discourse, emerges 
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strengthened where once it was invisible. The sit-ins were remembered as 
a turning point in this development. The definition of the migrant subject 
as an agent of political action in Barcelona and as a part of the international 
movement of migrants was established.

These accounts show that collective memory around the 'migrant sub-
ject' is a response to the prevalence of an understanding of politics from the 
perspective of identity, a worldview that takes into account the shared expe-
rience of oppression of the members of a particular social group, which then 
serves as the basis for collective action (Ilmonen, 2017). However, construct-
ing the memory of migrant struggles on the basis of identity politics ignores 
the implicitly political nature of constructing a collective identity. It makes 
invisible the relations of power which permit that certain significant build-
ing blocks are erected as opposed to others in specific contexts (Alexander and 
Mohanty, 1997; Anthias, 2002; Hall, 1996; Yuval-Davis, 2014).

Given the eminently political character of any collective identity, it is 
crucial to pay attention to how processes of collective memory play a part in 
the ways identities are delimited and defined. In our discussions, we remem-
ber the euphoria of the period when the mobilisations led by immigrants 
opened up a new space for struggle in Barcelona, and when immigration 
began to be understood differently.

At that time the appearance of the migrant in a public sphere that had 
been reserved for nationals contributed to a redefinition of migration. Instead 
of being 'illegals' or 'delinquents', they would come to be considered people 
whose vulnerability was a product of government policy. Nevertheless, we 
cautioned at the time that the migrant mobilisation was overwhelmingly 
masculine. This was so much so that only one of the nine occupied churches 
played host to a 'women’s sit-in', which itself was undertaken to safeguard the 
security of mobilised women from the masculinised environment of the other 
sit-ins. Thus the 'migrant political subject' came to be constituted in the 
image of middle-aged men of different countries of the global south, obscur-
ing examples of female leadership that we remember as being central to the 
struggles at the time. Karina recalls a conversation with one of the key figures 
of the sit-ins concerning the lack of visibility afforded to her involvement 
therein, on account of her being a black female activist. Clara remembers that 
men were for many years at the forefront of the mobilisations, assemblies, 
events, and demonstrations for the rights of all migrants.

Up until this point, our use of memory has permitted us to see how 
migrant identity, erected on the foundations of the church sit-ins of 2001, 
became a potent articulator of political action. Additionally, this has allowed 
us to situate our own experiences within the contradictions that identity poli-
tics poses: the appearance of the migrant subject meant important transforma-
tions with regard to the images associated with migration. Notwithstanding, 
this 'subject' could not fully represent the diversity that the aforementioned 
category contains. Thus, we consider the various points of difference that joint 
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action initiatives have encountered. These have given rise to the reflections of 
migrant women that follow.

Remembering difference(s) as a political act

As we have seen, the configuration of the 'migrant political subject' is remem-
bered as a process which legitimised participation in the public sphere prin-
cipally for male migrants − a process which had the effect of defining all 
migrant persons as part of this collective body, and of establishing an asym-
metry to the detriment of the participation of women. In this sense, in con-
structing the past we give an account of the establishment of hierarchical 
systems of gender in collective action.

As Clara states, the hegemonic memory surrounding the sit-ins contrib-
utes towards visualising the 'migrant' position as a space of abuses perpe-
trated by political, legal, economic, and social systems related to nationality 
and citizenship status. Nevertheless, the homogenising effect of this cate-
gory excludes the intersection of the migrant subject with other positions, 
such as that of 'woman' or 'worker', as well as the distinctive experiences of 
these positions. For Clara, the need for a separate space for political activity 
is clearly apparent when she remembers that Mujeres Pa’lante was one of the 
pioneering projects in the organisation of migrant women. An organisation 
formed as a self-managing feminist collective, it set out a clear path in the 
context of collective political action. The formation of the collective was a 
bid to create a political project in which the fight against discrimination 
would be fought in tandem with the feminist struggle, occupying a political 
space rarely traversed until that point. In this sense, the emergence of migrant 
struggles allowed for a questioning of the space outside which they undertook 
their activism, thus allowing for self-reflection on the basis of new viewpoints 
that put a strain as much on their stance as on their political praxis.

For some of us this marked a shift from a political activism driven by 
one’s roots, towards an activism in the territory of arrival. It was a process 
which, additionally, responded – to a certain extent – to the demands of the 
context in which one’s political efforts took on a greater meaning. The context 
of Barcelona, in all its effervescence, called activism into question, but at the 
same time offered a space for articulation in which one could propose new 
ways of looking at the circumstances affecting specific social groups (such as 
migrant women), and allow those spaces to be claimed as transformative.

In this context, and as part of migrant struggles, new demands were voiced 
regarding healthcare and workers’ rights. The amendment of an act that regu-
lated care and domestic work is remembered as a being key moment for several 
feminist women immigrant activists. Therein, a new space of articulation was 
posited, one that had not previously been taken on by other forms of activism:
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We began to see that many of us were domestic workers and that we had the same 
sorts of problems related to the fact that, while we may have been professionals or 
had certain types of knowledge and experience, we always found ourselves working 
in precarious conditions in the care sector, in cleaning, in catering, without the 
right to social security and with the risk of being summarily laid off in a way 
which did not exist in any other working environment (Fulladosa, 2018: 2).

The fight of domestic and care workers erupted into the public sphere as a part 
of the struggles for the rights of immigrants through Sindihogar, a pioneer-
ing project within the Spanish state. A new type of collective action grew out 
of a struggle in which distinct axes of oppression intersected. What united 
women in activism, Karina remembers, was not a shared identity under the 
banner of essentialist or homogenising terms such as 'immigrant women', 
but rather one that was constructed on the basis of women’s distinctiveness 
as domestic workers with different experiences, disadvantages, and political 
positions. For several of us, being defined as part of a collective indicated not 
so much the desire for a common experience and a totalising coherence, but 
rather obliged us to look towards organisations in which we could participate 
as occupants of diverse spaces. These would combine different ways of life 
and different political and feminist points of view. Our struggle included the 
overhauling of job insecurity that affected us as women, given that:

Women suffer different forms of oppression which mean that the collective 
identifies itself not only with domestic work, but also with other transversal 
struggles. [. . .] In this way one struggle becomes tied to the other: it is necessary 
to fight for the rights of migrant women because they are tied to workers’ rights, 
rights to healthcare, to the rights of our families themselves (Fulladosa, 2018: 6).

The processes of differentiation – of gender, nationality, race, class, and so on 
– that we were all affected by brought us together, and at the same time they 
allowed us to think in context (Fulladosa, 2018). This reflection questions 
the ostensibly immutable logic of the subject, and moves us towards address-
ing relational and contextual processes from which, at any given moment, 
different positions may be assumed. Through the memory of Sindihogar we 
can see how a collective that thinks and acts on the basis of difference comes 
into being, and we can thereby identify how this difference is produced and 
reinforced in discrete stages.

These memories allow us to participate discursively in several debates sur-
rounding intersectionality, and specifically those which question the trend 
towards identity-driven struggles to overcome differences (Nash, 2008). A 
critical and, at the same time, proactive movement is one that allows whoever 
is welcome to participate in it to imagine the possibilities of building commu-
nalities, and to make efforts to build transversal coalitions to tackle different 
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systems of oppression (Lorde, 1998). These points of view lead us to consider 
the activities that might motivate us to understand and combat oppression, 
rather than simply to define the sameness of people – categorised as the 'other' 
– who are pushed towards the margins (Presley and Presswood, 2018).

Speaking from a place of difference or, if one prefers, a place of knowledge 
situated at the intersection of multiple and dynamic forms of discrimination, 
is remembered as an act of disagreement within the organisational tapestry of 
the moment. In this context, there were as many bones of contention as there 
were alliances. We recall that it was not easy to carve out a space within activ-
ist circles in the city.

At the time, the plethora of social actors with whom we could seek to 
enter into dialogue with were composed largely of autochthonous bodies: 
European feminist women’s organisations, social services, public sector agen-
cies, and Catalan trade unions. In the area of social care, for example, migrant 
women occupied the silenced role of a subject to be attended to (Montenegro 
and Galaz, 2016). Notwithstanding this, Mujeres Pa’lante sought to put into 
practice a care service for migrant women managed by other migrant women. 
As such, their presence challenged the traditional points of view of social care 
units in Barcelona, positing relationships which stripped back interventionist 
models in favour of building networks of collective empowerment (Agrela, 
2004). 'When we went with this idea to the bodies that worked with women 
they would say to us "Hold on, what role do you play? Who do you think you 
are?"' (Romero, 2018: 8).

In the case of Sindihogar, Karina recalls that its legitimacy was ques-
tioned by the major trade unions, who took no notice of the demand that 
domestic and care work should be regulated by the same law as the one that 
governed other areas of work. The reluctance on the part of different social 
actors to establish horizontal relations with Sindihogar was the result of a dis-
trust and an infantilisation to which women and immigrants were subjected, 
and all the more so as a result of working in care, a field little valued within 
gendered frameworks of work (Gutiérrez, 2015). These misgivings meant 
that their activism took on an even greater force:

We couldn’t allow others to keep legislating on our behalf, it was now in our 
hands to create a stink about laws that only had an effect in our lives. We certainly 
didn’t want them to infantilize us, telling us that others knew better the way in 
which the fight had to be undertaken, or where we ought to be headed as women 
migrants (Fulladosa, 2018: 5).

Constructing a memory of how our spaces of struggle came into being has a 
relevance in at least two ways: on the one hand, it allows us to shed light on 
the intersection of personal systems of oppression that have brought these 
struggles together, and on the other, it helps us to move away from images 
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that homogenise immigrant women in fixed and victimising roles more befit-
ting colonialism (Bentouhami, 2016). Racialisation, gender imposition, and 
the 'othering' of immigrants intersected in distinct ways, and were collectiv-
ised upon the conception of the structural character of such differentiation 
(Dhamoon, 2011). This then created multiple battlegrounds.

Such a fluid and at the same time targeted stance in the fight against 
structures of domination also allowed for the development of unexpected alli-
ances that challenged the identity-driven focus of traditional social movements 
(Hatzidimitriadou and Çakir, 2009). To this end, Clara points out that one of 
the principal contributions of women immigrants to white feminism has been 
the demonstration of their diverse capabilities, which in turn has resulted in 
the overhauling of the gaze that perceived women immigrants as victims.

The coming together of women’s collectives and feminist organisations is 
a fundamental part of our memories in terms of our activist praxis. This has 
entailed an opening up of new areas of action and reflection. Karina remem-
bers that the alliance Sindihogar established with the Francesca Bonnemai-
son Women’s Cultural Centre was an important development in this process. 
This alliance has gone beyond the identities of white and immigrant women, 
bringing together feminists committed to combatting a variety of differ-
ent forms of domination. As part of this process, the Jornadas Migrótconas2 
were proposed to be a space for reflection in which both migrant and resident 
women gathered 'because we didn’t want to feel like Catalan women would 
come to set up a workshop for us only to leave straight after' (Fulladosa, 2018: 
10). The aim of this initiative was to set up an alternative to the intervention-
ist relationship that white feminism (Gandarias and Pujol, 2013) had estab-
lished with migrant women’s feminist groups.

Constructing memory around our activist praxis – as well as feminist 
theoretical and political perspectives – has allowed us to envisage the different 
processes that have defined the positions we take. While we have employed 
these positions in a strategic manner (Lloyd, 2005) to avoid others speaking 
on our behalf, they have not by any manner of means come to define us as 
homogenous and static subjects. In our memories, 'difference' takes on the 
following, complex definition: an indicator of oppression, inequality and hier-
archy, but also a democratic condition of political agency in certain contexts 
(Brah, 2011). The objective is not how to resolve such differences, but rather 
how to build alliances through them, by recognising and understanding what 
these differences may mean in any given context (Gandarias and Pujol, 2013). 
Following this logic, Clara remembers how important the workshops on ste-
reotypes (undertaken with various collectives) were. Groups of both migrant 
and resident women participated:

There’s a lot of racism within feminism as well, but we believe that what we 
ought to do is reach out to Catalan-born women and to work with them in order 
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to change the stereotypes and prejudices that we carry around with us. While 
there are some women who get defensive, the point for us isn’t to pick out the 
white woman as our enemy, but more to jointly challenge our beliefs, recognise 
them for what they are, and change them. Because, at the end of the day, we have 
a lot more in common which we need to fight for (Romero, 2018: 12).

Bodies as a boundary of resistance

On looking back on our experiences in fighting for human rights, we can 
see that certain strategies (for example, the 2001 sit-ins) occupy a privileged 
space on account of their breadth and effects. The sit-ins have been held up 
as a touchstone in our shared memory. At one point it seemed that to speak 
of the fight for the rights of immigrants was to speak of the sit-ins. This 
obscures other forms of everyday resistance whose effects are not necessarily 
felt in spaces in which the 'migrant' identity is traditionally present, such as 
when individuals try to secure legal status in the country in which they settle. 
The memories we narrate in this section shed light on the complex ways that 
our activism develops and on the central role that other forms of political 
action play in the struggle for rights.

To this end, we might reconsider the importance of the relationship 
between gender and politics in spaces that do not traditionally fall within 
such bounds. Certain feminist approaches highlight these (Salih, 2017; Vid-
aurrázaga, 2015). Women academics have also proposed such a reconsidera-
tion with respect to immigrants’ acts of resistance (Hellgren, 2014; Varela, 
2016; Verkuyten, 2017). Both of these perspectives highlight the need for 
less restrictive interpretations of the 'political'.

Hereupon, we touch on several strategies for collective action that make 
up a key component of our own activism. One of the principal elements we 
might recall is that of care: care for ourselves, for our communities, and for 
the collective. This leads us to challenge the often solitary nature of domestic 
and care work, especially when it is undertaken by immigrant women who 
carry it out in the absence of significant networks of support and protection; 
likewise, the emotional intensity experienced when working with immigrant 
women who are experiencing precarity and are needful of help as a matter of 
urgency. Activism, therefore, appears to us as 'a space for the establishment of 
relationships, for . . . care and relief' (Fulladosa, 2018: 9). These circumstances 
reinforce the importance of establishing different forms of solidarity that bring 
to the fore emotional and creative considerations in any given political proj-
ect, such as the development of spaces for artistic creation or cultural enter-
tainment. Solidarity, liaison, and emotional support play a key part in such 
activities, evincing what Hemmings (2012) refers to as affective solidarity, or 
activities in which the emotional−relational operates as a basis for resistance.
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For Clara, this is something that characterises the journey of Mujeres 
Pa’lante, breaking as it did with the traditional distinction between inter-
vener and intervened as formulated by domestic social care units. She sees 
herself as an end user of her own organisation, given that 'we have also experi-
enced genuine insecurity, including being without legal status, and Mujeres 
Pa’lante has helped us to push ahead together and, on that basis, face up to 
our problems head-on' (Romero 2018: 8). Similarly, the role which Sindi-
hogar affords to rest and recovery, propounding a type of activism which gains 
strength not only thanks to the constant presence of its activists, but also from 
the way in which time out to recover is valued (Fulladosa, 2018). Resistance 
funds, which offer modest economic aid to comrades in need, or registering 
immigrants with the census in our homes, are remembered as forms of resis-
tance that, although less visible, enable us to get on with daily life in spite of 
the marginalisation which confronts us. In this way, what happens within and 
between our organisations defines our praxis of resistance.

Furthermore, this focus on additional spaces of resistance reminds us of 
collective actions that have a creative and artistic focus. The importance of the 
artistic lies is in the way it can offer alternative readings of how we think of 
ourselves as women immigrants (Fulladosa, 2018). This in turn places other 
interpretative frameworks of our status at the disposal of society at large. To 
this end, one phrase in particular stands out in our memory: 'We can stage 
performances as well'. Karina remembers participating in an open-air perfor-
mance as part of an awards ceremony organised by the Barcelona City Council 
in 2015. The stage consisted of different doors through which women would 
appear to tell a short story about their life. The purpose was to shed light on 
the oppressions and difficulties suffered by women in various sections of soci-
ety. The performance was enlightening and illustrative of the power of taking 
direct action in public space.

Occupying our bodies as a space of resistance allows us to reassert our-
selves and highlight our agency, this being in and of itself a political act. We 
must make ourselves visible not only symbolically, but also materially, despite 
the dynamics of negation that affect immigrant women (Butler, 2015). As 
a consequence, our bodies cannot be appropriated through the dislocation 
of established spaces by hegemonic relations of power surrounding gender, 
race, and nationality. By dint of appearing in our performances, and also in 
demonstrations held in public spaces, we call into question the reduction of 
our bodies to a role determined by the socioeconomic function we perform in 
society (Fulladosa, 2018; Bentouhami, 2016). The significance of this can be 
seen 'in the way we have created new images for ourselves, which differ from 
those that paint us as migrant women that only spend our time in the kitchen' 
(Fulladosa, 2018: 14).

This has further relevance in terms of the feminist struggle in the city. 
Through our own political actions and their role in this struggle, we have 
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drawn attention to the fact that the perspectives within the hegemonic fem-
inism of Barcelona that make victims of us as immigrant women are not 
helpful. We assert, therefore, as others before us have (Hatzidimitriadou and 
Çakir, 2009; Yamanaka, 2003), that our collective actions are capable of chal-
lenging established gender roles within the societies in which we settle, and 
this cannot be fully understood without taking on board the intersection of 
other processes of 'othering' based on race, class, and national origin.

Of course, in disrupting the rationale of the intelligibility of political 
practice, we provoke reactions that seek to delegitimise our proposals. Karina 
recalls being told a number of times that, in Sindihogar, people only come 
together to have tea, since 'there was an idea that combining the political 
with the artistic meant that we weren’t taking things seriously, that there 
was no critical thinking, or that we were part of a different fight' (Fulladosa, 
2018). Patriarchal and racialised structures within activism create obstacles 
that women need to overcome both on a personal and public level, as well 
as on a theoretical and practical one. In tackling these issues we will evince 
the relations of power that cut across activism. Memory can play an impor-
tant role here. Differentiated collective action forms part of a wider historical 
political landscape and is entwined in the relations of political legitimacy. As 
such, remembrance presupposes that there will be certain ruptures with long-
standing perspectives.

To remember those actions focused on day-to-day life and emotional rela-
tionships weakens established dichotomies between the political, the rational, 
the public, the artistic, the emotional, and the private, since in our experience 
these dimensions are already tied together in the very conditions that we seek 
to change. In other words, caring for ourselves is the lifeblood of our struggle. 
In acting collectively, we inevitably bring to light and call into question those 
mechanisms of marginalisation that affect us negatively, yet reveal our capac-
ity to survive in a multi-dimensional society in spite of them (Butler, 2017). 
In our memories these resistances come to form a part of the struggle for 
the rights of immigrants. In this sense, valorising strategies for action is an 
essential part of the struggle. We must also recognise our differences when 
we come together on a daily basis to pursue the political aims we have set 
ourselves as migrant and feminist women.

By way of closure: Situating and diversifying 
memory

Our narrative exercise has sought to contribute to a collective memory of 
the struggles for immigrant rights, taking as a starting point our points 
of view as immigrant women, feminists, activists, and academics. We have 
understood this narration of memories to be a condemnation of the effects of 
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marginalisation inherent in hegemonic European memory, as well as a means 
of establishing a stable space in the public sphere that enables us to counter 
these effects. The building of memory has become a device of political praxis 
(Calveiro, 2006; Harris, 2006) in the activist strategies that we have outlined 
and in the alternative points of view we have presented with regard to the 
processes that define us.

For several years we have been strongly affected and challenged by the 
struggles of those whose rights have been denied through socio-political 
manoeuvring; that is to say, people who have not been treated well by the 
communities in which they reside (Butler, 2010). The memories we build 
legitimise and make comprehensible our efforts to overhaul the mechanisms 
that sustain the socio-political system. An analysis of the relations of power 
that reinforce the differences and asymmetries between us is a necessary step 
in the search for strategies to subvert them. The processes of differentiation 
have been a crucial element of our discussion. These define us as labelled 
bodies but at the same time open up spaces for us to articulate ourselves; this 
paradox is manifested in the context of our political action. When the labels 
of belonging to a community with guaranteed rights have been established 
on the basis of exclusion (colonial, patriarchal, and economic), setting down 
who can form part of it on the basis of normative constructions of nationality, 
race, or gender (Mezzadra, 2012), the act of presenting oneself in terms of dif-
ference becomes a political one. Unlike the perspective that sees migrants as 
passive, vulnerable, or dangerous, building collective memory on the basis of 
our political journeys is an affirmative act, bringing to light connections and 
resistances that have a direct effect on the present.

The compilation of our memories has also led us to question the identity-
focused readings of migrant struggles, rendering them more complex as their 
situated, intersectional, and historical nature becomes visible. The recogni-
tion of multiple axes of oppression functioning in an intersectional way may 
be critical in enabling us to conceive of alternative forms of agency, such as 
establishing bonds between social groups (Butler, 2015) and building bridges 
(Anzaldúa, 2002) that favour the construction of memories from different 
political, cultural, racial, gender-based, and other experiences. In this sense, 
it is not only the concrete practices of activism that have a transformative 
potential, but also the abstract definition of ourselves as collective subjects 
who are active in the public sphere. In remembering these processes, we must 
not allow others take control of either our individual or our collective bodies 
(Calveiro, 2006).

To summarise, memory as an interrogative practice of the past under-
taken in the present has served as a useful tool in producing alternative, 
situated knowledge regarding the processes that define us. Differentiations, 
boundaries, and conducive precepts that feed into our political praxis are 
integral to collective memory, while experiences of inequality, injustice, and 
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resistance are mapped out in distinctive ways (Harris, 2006). Political mem-
ory, or memories that sustain processes of resistance (Calveiro, 2015), could 
draw important contributions from discussions surrounding intersectional-
ity, given that both deal explicitly with the constitution of subjects in dis-
tinct temporalities. Just as intersectionality offers us an analytical road map, 
memory provides us with a device for producing subjects, relationships, social 
worldviews, and vice versa (Piper and Montenegro, 2017). Thus, diversify-
ing the positions from which we make memory is essential. It will lead to 
the building of a pluralistic society with a polyphonic history and multiple 
perspectives of its past, present, and future.
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Notes
1. Memories of the struggles for immigrant people’s rights in Barcelona (1990–

2017). MSc research, Autonomous University of Barcelona, 2017–2018. Both 
texts are available here: https://cartografiasolidaritat.cat/memories-migrants/

2. The title is a play on words, loosely translated as 'Migresident seminars', which 
highlights the establishment of cooperative relations between women defined as 
migrant and those defined as resident or autochthonous.
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