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Abstract 

Between January 1 and February 10, 2017, the central southern area of Chile faced several mega-fires 

events that were considered the second largest of the history, 518,174 ha were affected. The devastating 

consequences of this fire also include the loss of 12 human lives, as well as an enormous financial cost 

in the fight against fires. Due to the increase in global mega-fires and the increase in industrial forest 

plantations during the last decades in southern Chile, it is relevant to analyse how this industry interact 

with the occurrence of these events and their socio-environmental consequences. We contrasted the 

content of public and private sector stakeholders discourses with four discursive elements of a spatial 

nature of interest, Extension and continuity of forestry plantations, native ecosystems damage, 

affectation of non-forestry land cover and proximity to localities. The results show strong discrepancies 

for the discourses of mega-fires effects and consequences between the different stakeholders. Two 

relevant emerging issues were identified, the biodiversity value of native ecosystems affected as a 

forgotten element in the discourses of environmental-related government agencies and the role played to 

promote mega-fires by the forestry plantations spatial structure which is seen in the opposite way 

depending of stakeholder. 
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