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Abstract  

In the field of cultural paradigm studies, researches have been done on the relevance of the 

British immigrants in Chile (Pinochet-Valdivieso, 2012); however, there seems to be a gap in 

the studies of not only the perception British immigrants in Valparaiso had about females 

residing in Chile, but also on the effects this sexist male-dominated cultural agenda had on the 

portrayal of women. We, therefore, focus on the portrayal of women in the crime news of The 

Chilian Times of the last part of the 19th century. The framework used to achieve these 

objectives is Martin and Rose’s (2007) appraisal theory, Litosseliti and Sunderland’s gender 

identity and discourse analysis studies (2002), and Kamaluddin et. al. (2014) and other authors 

criminalistic approach. A mixed research methodology was implemented for the analysis of a 

random sample of news ranging from 1882 to 1890 with the aim of studying the perception of 

the English immigrants in Valparaiso had about women residing in Chile. The analysis of 

Appraisal revealed that the British community in Chile saw themselves as independent from 

the Chilean society and that women’s role was judged on the basis of the moral patterns of the 

English. Both Chilean and foreign women were not considered in the same way as they were 

expected to fit the moral pattern of the English. 

 

Key Words: Gender Studies; Discourse Analysis; Appraisal theory; The British Colonies in 

Chile; The Chilian Times. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Recently within the field of linguistics there has been a wide interest in discourse 

analysis, critical discourse analysis and gender studies. As the social movements have been 

bringing to light gender inequality in different aspects of social life, the relevance of 

demonstrating how our language standardise inequality and violence against women has had a 

significant increase. Femicides and gendered-violence against women have become more and 

more frequent, as the crimes committed against women have been put in the spotlight (Lazar, 

2008). 

The study of gender identity within discourse analysis studies have shed light on the 

different roles attributed to women in different contexts. However, the specific role of women 

as victims and victimizers in different crimes have not yet been thoroughly examined. It is in 

this context that discourse analysis provides us with a powerful instrument to identify the 

beliefs behind these social acts. Since aspects of culture are embedded within the discourse 

produced interactively between social actors, they can be interpreted through the analysis of 

the speaker’s voice (Martin and Rose, 2007).  

According to van Dijk (1997) discourse analysis investigates how language is used, 

who uses it, why and when it is used. Our research considers what Fairclough (2004) describes 

as ‘textually oriented discourse analysis’ (p.2), particularly, feminist critical discourse analysis 

(Lazar, 2008). This view provides us with a closer approach to the social meaning behind 

discourse and to the understanding of the intentions of the speaker. It is through the analysis of 

the language used in newspapers, in this case, The Chilian Times, that we can identify and 

understand the patterns, similarities and common knowledge shared by the communities where 

it was published, as the writer inevitably projects their ‘vision of the world’ in discourse.  

 As gender studies within discourse analysis have focused mostly on sexual violence 

and sex crimes when analysing pieces of news, few researchers have studied the role of women 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 12 

 

in the yellow press news. Therefore, additional studies are needed to cover this media genre to 

understand how different linguistic and cultural communities report on this particular subject 

when referring to the inhabitants of a country that is not their home country.  

To analyse one hundred pieces of news selected from The Chilian Times newspaper’s 

yellow press between the years 1882 and 1890, Martin and Rose’s Working with discourse 

(2007) is taken as guidance. This newspaper was one of the most popular among the British 

colony in Valparaíso. 

Our basis for understanding media discourse and the relationship between society, 

language and media is Matheson’s Media Discourse (2005). It is almost impossible to be 

neutral whenever we communicate. Our words always reveal something about ourselves and 

the social conventions we live by, that is why, in Matheson’s words, “discourse analysis of the 

media allows us to describe and assess this sharing of meaning” (2005, p.1). 

This research attempts to identify women's role in society at the end of the XIX century 

through their representation in the British newspaper The Chilean Times as well as the 

evaluation the narrator does of them when reporting crimes committed in the Chilean territory. 

The main focus of this research is to recognize how women were portrayed as victims and 

victimizers in the yellow press news and how their description helps us to understand who they 

were, what they did and where they lived prior to the crime. Furthermore, we seek to find how 

their interaction with others was in society, how they were seen by their peers and most 

importantly, how the British immigrants referred to them within their community.  

The structure of this research was organized as follows. First, the historical context, 

where both English and Chilean culture, politics, economy, technological developments and 

society are described, each followed by specific information about the rights of women, 

traditions, education and working conditions in their country, with an emphasis on Chilean 

women. Next, the selected theoretical framework, where discourse analysis concepts such as 
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appraisal focusing on identification, affect, appreciation, judgement and graduation, among 

others, are presented together with the description of the newspaper’s narrative genre, feminism 

and gender. 

Along with discourse analysis, and in order to draw some more comprehensive 

conclusions, some previous research from the field of criminal psychology is also included. To 

help the purposes of this research, we focus on different factors such as killing methods, 

weapons used, use of alcohol and premeditation to recognize the psychological traits and 

cultural context of the crime. The following section contains the methodology, where our 

corpus, instruments and both categories for discourse analysis and criminal analysis are 

described. The methodology section is followed by the results and their discussion, followed 

by the conclusions, further research recommendations and bibliography. 
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2. HISTORICAL CONTEXT  

For this research it is vital to introduce the reader not only to the political and economic 

structures of Chile but also to the cultural environment of the nation, especially in Valparaíso 

in the 19th century, when the British community and their traditions began to play an important 

role in the main ports of Chile. We would also like to go deeper into gender and the 

representation of women in society from 1882 to 1890. 

This section is divided into two main topics, the English historical context and the 

Chilean context to provide an overall idea of the organization and evolution of the British and 

Chilean society. Both topics will take into consideration gender and the different legal aspects 

of being a woman at the end of the nineteenth century. 

 

2.1. English context 

As to the English historical context, the social and economic development of Great 

Britain during the 19th century, will be taken into consideration. More specifically, the 

antecedents of the Industrial Revolution in England and the different changes that were 

simultaneously occurring at various social levels during the Victorian period will be examined. 

A description of the English immigration process in Chile, focusing particularly on the city of 

Valparaiso, will also be included. An account of the Chilean reception of these immigrants and 

the economic relationship between these two nations will also be provided. 

 

2.1.1. The situation in England 

The Industrial Revolution was the greatest antecedent for the English supremacy over 

the rest of the other European nations. The factors that enabled the Industrial Revolution to 

take place in England were mainly the rapid technological advances that occurred in this nation, 

supported by a strong interest in sciences predominant throughout the 18th and 19th century. 
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England went through a general improvement in the quality of life of the English people: a 

decrease in mortality rates, an increase in wages and better job opportunities, a rise in the 

literacy rates and the thrive of capitalism and factory-based activities in the country. 

One of the major inventions that were the backbone for the Industrial Revolution 

process was the steam engine, commercially first created by Thomas Savery (1698), 

innovations to which continued all through the 19th century. In addition, the British vastly 

improved the production of textiles, iron, coal and agricultural industries, among others. 

Another important factor that played a relevant role in the rise of England as a 

significant economic power in the 19th century was the huge increase in the general quality of 

life of the British people. Thanks to the Industrial revolution, the technological and scientific 

developments in agriculture and other industries made food and clothing more affordable for 

most of the population. The medical sciences were also developed, and milestones like the 

introduction of vaccination in Europe, first applied in England, highly decreased the mortality 

rates and improved the average lifespan of the English inhabitants. According to Gráda (2016), 

this improvement determined British leadership above other nations. In Great Britain, people 

had better health, had a better labour force, and thus higher levels of productivity. They also 

had rising levels of literacy and by the end of the 19th century, most people would know how 

to read and write. Sharing and spreading knowledge was thus made more accessible for more 

and more people. 

The 19th century was, therefore, the era of inventions, discoveries and innovations. As 

more people were able to read, the creation and widespread of periodicals, the advance of 

literary production together with the rise of the novel, and the business that came with it, made 

England advance into modernity. As a result, more attention was given to science and history 

in universities. Ideas like democracy, collectivism and bureaucracy started to spread among the 

intellectuals of the period. New parliamentary Reforms and Acts provided rights for working 
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men, gave more power to the growing Trade Unions and primary education for everyone. 

Regarding women, feminism was introduced to English culture and started invading all social 

classes. 

As to maritime matters, England undoubtedly had supremacy in shipping and overseas 

trade. “In 1885, a third of the world’s sea going ships were British, including four fifths of the 

world’s steam ships” (Travelyian 1942, pp 559). The always improving English railway system 

also helped the advance of maritime trade, by improving the connections from cities and towns 

to the main ports. As a result, many of these populated areas, like Barrow, Grimsby, Cardiff 

and Tyneside, flourished or experienced a “revival”. 

Thus, thanks to the economic prosperity that reigned over the nation, people were now 

able to afford better food, clothing and furniture. More and more people started to engage in 

different outdoor activities, like sports, sightseeing and going to the seashore for their holidays. 

Going abroad became more common and affordable, not only for tourism but also for scientific, 

cultural and economic motivations as well. As the ideas of Charles Darwin were quite well 

established in the British scientific and academic culture, going around the world and visiting 

“exotic” foreign places was registered in the many travelling journals of the numerous English 

men and women. Tradesmen and merchants went sailing looking for new markets. In this way, 

the English produced the goods that underdeveloped countries needed, and imported the raw 

materials they produced in return. Chile was one of these countries, and the Chilean economic 

conditions were most favourable for the development of a relationship of dependency with 

Britain. 

 

2.1.1.1.The British immigration to Chile 

The economic environment in Chile was very positive for the English. Chile was a fresh 

self-made republic, which had obtained independence from the Spanish Empire just a few 
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decades before. It had lost its economic dependency from Spain and was open to new options 

to trade the goods that the nation was not able to produce. British merchants saw this 

opportunity and took advantage of this situation by migrating to Chile, setting up practically a 

monopoly of British manufactured goods and equipment. The creation of an economic 

relationship between Chile and Britain was mostly done by expatriate English merchants and 

Chilean capitalists, who looked sympathetically at the British way of doing business. 

The way the British did business was quite different from what Chile was used to doing 

during the Spanish empire era. Instead of forcing themselves into the Chilean economy, into 

its political areas and create a monopoly that would only benefit the greater nation, the British 

did something that scholars termed, an “informal empire”. This meant that “the republic's 

political independence as a sovereign nation was always fully accepted by Britain, despite the 

strong economic links between the two countries” (Mayo 1981, pp. 96). This situation was 

similar to that of other previous colonies like Australia, Canada and South Africa, by then 

already self-governed nations. 

These “strong economic links” were generated by the British, who had the economic 

and technological interests that the “informal colony” might have in mind. Thus, the British 

would supply what the colony needed or demanded and would take what the colony was able 

to give them. This gave way to a favourable state of economic stability between the two nations. 

The trade figures in Chile, between 1850 and 1890, reveal the great economic 

predominance that Britain had over the South American country. In 1850, Britain was taking a 

share of about 30% of all Chilean exports. By the next decade, the number abruptly increased 

to over 70%, and the figures kept being about the same until 1890 (Mayo 1981). Additionally, 

Britain supplied over a third of the Chilean imports throughout the period. Chilean exports 

consisted primarily of raw materials (mainly copper and nitrate, the latter being more important 

after the War of the Pacific) and agricultural products (wheat in particular). Textiles were the 
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most imported items from Britain during the second half of the 19th century. Other items 

included coal, hardware, rails and engines, agricultural machinery and mining equipment -all 

items related to the extraction, production and transport of the materials and products that Chile 

exported to Britain. 

Valparaíso, the main Chilean port at that time, received most of the English population. 

Around the 1850s, the British population was around 2,000 and grew to a little more than 5,000 

at the end of the century. About a third of them had established themselves in Valparaíso. The 

rest of them were scattered throughout the Chilean export provinces of Concepción, Atacama, 

Coquimbo, Antofagasta, Tarapacá (the latter two after their inclusion to Chilean territory after 

the War of the Pacific) and a not so significant number in the capital, Santiago. 

Most of the British residing in Chile worked on trade and financial-related activities, 

like merchants, bankers and salesmen and on skilled professions, such as carpenters, miners, 

sailors, engineers, artisans, or smelters (Mayo, 1981). Besides these trades and professional 

fields, many British immigrants dedicated themselves to provide services for their English 

national fellows: teachers, doctors, gardeners, artists and barbers. The British immigrants did 

not mix much with ordinary Chilean people, most of whom still lived in rural areas. 

Nevertheless, the Chilean government, as well as the Chilean elite were quite content with the 

British immigration and gave freedom to English capitalists to “operate in any part of the 

economy they chose” (Mayo, 1981, p.105). 

Chile progressed in its economy and communications thanks to the English influence. 

The banks at this time were mostly ruled by English management. The British had way more 

experience with the banking business than Chileans at that time. As to transport, the British 

were the main promoters of the railway industry in Chile as well as the steam navigation 

business. They needed faster and more efficient transportation of goods and people from which 

the Chileans also benefited from. Additionally, the introduction of the telegraph in Chile, 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 19 

 

uniform postal rates, as well as other improvements in communications were achieved thanks 

to the British influence. 

 

2.1.2. Women in England 

In order to understand the role of British women in society in the 19th century in 

England, it is important to be conscious of their rights, ideology and obligations during the 

Victorian era. It is crucial to have in mind what women were allowed to do (or not) and what 

they did to participate in society. Therefore, a brief summary of women’s rights will be 

provided, including education and working condition laws. In addition, to understand women’s 

ideology before the British migration to Chile, a brief chronology of the rise of feminism and 

other women-related movements in England will be described. 

 

2.1.2.1.The laws and rights of women 

According to historians, it was in the context of Victorian Imperialism when feminism 

first emerged in Britain resulting in a long discussion on women’s rights (Roberts, 1995; 

Burton, 1961). Feminism involved a revolution that made the British parliament analyse the 

current laws which negatively affected women with the aim of providing a solution to the issues 

which affected mostly women and children. 

During the Victorian period, women did not have the right to vote. It was not until 1869 

that this issue became relevant with the publication of The Subjection of Women by John Stuart 

Mill, allowing women vote in 1888, but only in local country and borough elections (Roberts, 

1995). Another achievement of the period was the Criminal Procedure Act of 1853, which 

established punishment for men who attacked women and children, but they could be 

imprisoned only up to 6 months. 
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It is common knowledge that women in the 19th century did not have the chance to be 

independent. Instead they were subordinated to their father’s will until marriage Once married, 

they became a property of their husbands, under whose authority they were responsible for any 

of their actions (Prochaska, 1980). In this context, it was not until 1882, when the Married 

Women’s Property Act was proclaimed, which stated that women did not own or inherit 

property, as any inherited legacy was automatically assigned to her husband, which until 1870, 

included any earnings from her work (if she had any). Additionally, in 1878 in the case of 

violence against women, a new law allowed women to get divorced from their husbands. 

Regarding the working conditions of women and children, several laws were 

proclaimed during the Victorian era. In 1842, the Mines and Collieries Act prohibited all 

women, girls and boys under 10 to work underground after an analysis of human degradation 

provided by the Royal Commission. In The Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1860, the age limit 

was raised to 12. 

In an attempt to regulate working conditions and after a long discussion and several 

insufficient Factory Acts, the 1847 Factory Act, also known as the Ten-Hour Act, stated that 

women and children could only work 10 hours a day in textile factories. The Factory Act was 

extended to all factories in 1867. In 1878, a restatement of the Factory Acts declared that 

women could not work more than 56 hours per week. 

In terms of education, it was not until 1868 that women were first admitted to university 

in Britain; nevertheless, they were not allowed to be awarded degrees until 1880. Before this, 

women were only awarded certificates of proficiency. 

 

2.1.2.2.Feminism in the Victorian era 

According to Midgley (1993), the most relevant signs of feminist thinking can be traced 

back to the 18th century, when Mary Wollstonecraft first published A vindication of the Rights 
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of Women (1792). As a pioneer advocate for women’s rights, Wollstonecraft criticised male 

supremacy and their view of women as subordinated or objectified properties of men. She 

promoted equality between men and women, advocating for women’s dignity and 

independence through improvements in education and social relations. As expected, this piece 

of work was negatively received by her contemporaries and was widely criticised outside her 

liberal intellectual circle. This rejection increased after the publication of William Godwin’s 

memories in 1798, where he wrote about Wollstonecraft’s previous relationships, including the 

birth of an illegitimate daughter of hers, which ended up disregarding all of her work (British 

Library, 2019). 

Other popular female authors during the period were Jane Austen, the Brönte sisters, 

Frances Burney, Elizabeth Inchbald, Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth Gaskell. Each of them 

wrote about female characters, most of them rebellious women, who disagreed at some point 

with the rules of society. Some of them wrote under pseudonyms, for example, the Brönte 

sisters used male names to publish their work to avoid criticism and rejection. 

As a response to different manuals for women’s conduct there appeared Sermons to 

Young women (1766) by Reverend James Fordyce and An Enquiry into the Duties of the Female 

Sex (1797) by Thomas Gisborne as popular religious manuals for women’s conduct. Fordyce's 

manual is considered as old-fashioned and out of place in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 

(1813). The works of Sarah Ellis’s The Women of England (1839), The Wives of England 

(1843) and The Daughters of England (1845), among others, discussed women’s role in 

religious and cultural contexts, their behaviour, habits and duties, and their influence on men 

as a contribution to society. 
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2.2. Chilean Context  

In 1810, Chile was established as a nation and not as a colony of Spain. Fast forward 

into the nitrate era, Chile experienced an economic boom and nitrate became the main material 

of exports produced in the country (Collier & Sater, 2004). The last period of the 19th century 

and the beginning of the 20th century can be considered as a transition stage from a traditional 

Chilean society to a modern one. Urbanization, economic changes, parliamentarism and the 

rise of new artistic and literary movements portrayed social criticisms, and the growing 

influence of women in different communities of the nation. 

 

2.2.1. Political and Economic context 

From the rise of a nation to the development of it, Chile can be considered a country 

full of history. Chile was also a country with a vast quantity of natural resources, such as wheat 

and nitrate (Collier & Sater, 1996). In 1813, when the Trade law which promoted immigration 

was passed, immigrants had the same rights of the possession of franchises as Chileans had, 

but only after having lived in the nation for a minimum of four years (Valdivieso, 2012). Chile 

was able to establish a new economic system that would insert the nation into the world market 

(Valdivieso, 2012). However, social structures did not suffer any change. European foreigners 

were on top of the social ladder and education was directed mainly at the ‘sons of haciendas’ 

and at families of distinguished communities of immigrants, such as the British people in 

Valparaiso (Valdivieso, 2012). 

During President Pinto’s office (1876), Chile went through an economic crisis. The 

price of copper fell 20% and the exports of it 16%. There was at the same time a drought that 

harmed the croplands.  However, in 1877 the rain washed away roads and land destroying 

livestock and crops on its way (Collier & Sater, p. 125). Banks started to lose money, and by 

1878 almost every bank in the country lacked funds (Collier & Sater, p. 125). Even though the 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 23 

 

“law of inconvertibility” was able to save the banks, the rest of the nation was still walking on 

thin ice. Due to this crisis, over 50,000 Chileans emigrated. Approximately over 2,4% Chileans 

of the lower class had to flee the country or turn into crime (Prain, 2007) Being mugged became 

a common affair, and many feared to leave their homes (Collier & Sater, p.126). The 1835 

census showed the presence of approximately 1,103,036 habitants in the country (Memoria 

Chilena, 2019). However, by 1875 the 4th national census revealed that the population seemed 

to have doubled (2,075,971). 

The armed conflict between Peru, Bolivia and Chile -the War of the Pacific-, started in 

1879 in the north of the country. The main issue was the Chilean exploitation of nitrate in 

places that were not clearly delimited as Chilean or Bolivian. But the main cause was the 

confiscation and auction of the Chilean mining companies by the president of Bolivia general 

Hilarión Daza (Collier & Sater, 1996). The Peruvian-Bolivian alliance lost against Chile in 

1881 after the capture of Lima, and an official truce was signed in 1884 (Collier & Sater, 1996). 

The provinces of Tarapacá and Antofagasta were officially part of the Chilean territory, leading 

to an economic boom. Chile became the main producer and exporter of nitrate in the world 

(Memoria Chilena, 2019) 

Between the years 1882 and 1907, after the foreign colonization policies had been 

instaurated by the Chilean government (Memoria Chilena, 2019), over 50,000 European 

immigrants moved to Chile. A third of this new population came from Spain, followed by 

24.4% French, 22.3% Italians, 8.9% Swiss, 7.1% British and, last but not least, 6.6% Germans 

(Blancpain, 1987a, quoted in Corbinos, 2015). Although the number of immigrants from the 

UK was rather low, their presence in the market was not. By 1895 British owned companies 

located in the north of Chile were in charge of roughly 60% of the export of nitrate. The Chilean 

government deemed it more cost-efficient to allow foreigners to do the task and assume the 

costs of production (Corbinos, 2015). 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 24 

 

2.2.2. Sociocultural context 

With the increasing number of immigrants, Valparaíso became one of the most 

cosmopolitan cities of the nation (Prain, 2007). It was a regular affair to see young people 

looking to settle down and work in Cerro Alegre. From doctors to humble labourers, each 

contributing to the culture of this new community. A new social stratum was on the rise. The 

middle class of this stratum consisted mainly of immigrants who were even “more respected 

and recognized than the rich” (Prain, 2007, p.12). With their arrival, their traditions followed. 

Outdoor activities were a common sight in districts like el Almendral, el Cajón de las Palmas, 

el Panteón and Cerro Alegre (Prain, 2007). 

Nonetheless, the celebrations of the people of Valparaíso were not in the interest of the 

British community. They mainly looked for a peaceful and clean place to live, without mixing 

with the daily affairs and hustle of Valparaíso (Pain, 2007). The creation of social clubs, a 

traditional cultural practice among the British communities like the Union Club (1842) and the 

English Club (1873), became part of the city and were recognized as “patriotic labour” (Prain, 

2007). With immigration, the community in Valparaíso changed greatly. In spite of an 

underlying class segregation, technological advancement took the lead particularly with the 

construction of railways (Prain, 2007). 

 

2.2.3. Women’s Role 

Immigrant and Chilean women were different. Their morality, social background and 

lifestyle had little in common. However, both of them belonged to a gender that would suffer 

in Chile discrimination and lack of rights the most. The following sections describe the lives 

of those women to understand their role in Chilean society. 
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2.2.3.1.The immigrant women 

In the 19th century, immigrant women were mostly seen as company to their husbands. 

Women were not independent individuals, but rather an extension of men. The role of 

immigrant women in this period is therefore scarcely registered (Estrada, 2013). Nevertheless, 

their influence in the social circles of the country contributed to the construction of a model for 

Chilean women to follow. The morality of the immigrant women was perceived as superior 

which was not attributed exclusively to their foreign origin, but to the social class they would 

belong once in the country. However, in the case of Valparaíso, many immigrant women 

became beggars and did not form part of the elite. 

The immigrant women of the elite were distinguished by their devotion to charity work. 

They created the Lady Auxiliary Committee to help to organise aid to peers in need to the poor, 

children and the sick (Prain, 2007); they also helped to create the Children's Hospital Jean and 

Marie Thierry of Valparaiso; gave clothes to the poor and education to the children. The charity 

work of immigrant women was important for the improvement of the life of the people in 

Valparaiso. 

The lifestyle of the immigrant women was defined for their like for simplicity.  They 

did not pay much attention to new fashion trends, in spite of always being mindful of their 

appearance and would rather concentrate on gardening and decorating their home (Cavieres, 

2006). Housework was not in their minds as they all had servants. The children were handed 

over to a nurse in charge of raising them and when the time came, to a Governess who would 

take care of their education. Going to the theatre with their husbands, attending social 

gatherings and doing charity work would take up most of their time. 

 Migrant unmarried women would work as governesses. Nevertheless, the need for 

women to marry was such at that time that they would eventually find a husband. Widows 

would usually marry again with a man of the elite. Since immigrant men were keen on marrying 
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only women of their own nationality, they would bring women from their home country for 

such purpose. Endogamy was thus a normal occurrence (Estrada, 2013). However, it was also 

common to see immigrant men marry women from the Chilean elite mostly to improve their 

social status. 

Overall the life of British immigrant women in Chile was not very different from the 

lives they led in their home country. However, as their social circle was very exclusive, they 

did not normally interact with the Chilean society, except with the Chilean elite. Charity work 

was the only interaction they apparently had with ordinary Chilean women. 

 

2.2.3.2. The Chilean women 

For the Chilean women, the end of the 19th century was a period of change brought by 

the instauration of the capitalist model in Chile (Brito, 2008). The process triggered a 

restructure of the social norms and roles of the country’s inhabitants. Nevertheless, the results 

of the transition to the new model were only present in the more developed cities of the country.  

The more rural areas were not affected by it until the following century. 

 

2.2.3.2.1.  The Chilean elite women 

The women of the Chilean elite were the ones that established the model to follow for 

the rest of the women in the country. Nevertheless, they took foreign women as an example of 

morality, as the pinnacle of good and respectable women. 

In comparison to the British immigrant woman, the Chilean elite woman was very 

interested in the new fashion trends. They would dress the latest Parisian fashion and buy 

unique dresses to differentiate themselves from their peers (Cruz, Pereira, & Maino, 1978). 

In general, contrary to their grandmothers and mothers, the women of the second half 

of the 19th century experimented more freedom. They would take their daily walk alone, 
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although still accompanied by a chaperone when meeting a suitor. Mothers and daughters 

would go shopping daily. The social life of these women was very active. At that time, women 

were not expected to take care of the housework or raise their children, but to see who their 

daughters would marry (Cruz et al., 1978). 

The Chilean elite women, following the example of the British immigrant women, 

began to dedicate their time to charity work as well. Nevertheless, this is said to be one of the 

main reasons why they started to drift away from their roles as mothers and wives (Cruz et al., 

1978). In spite of this, mothers were still in charge of their children's religious education. 

The “Tertulias” were the principal weekly social gatherings (Cruz et al., 1978). The 

debutante balls were the most important nights for the young girls. They would dress to impress 

and dance with men all night. Yet, the affinity young women had for all kinds of outings was 

frowned upon by the older generation of women, who questioned the morality of such 

behaviour. 

The Chilean elite women were the first to go to the university. In 1877, Miguel Luis 

Amunátegui, minister of Chile, declared that women were able to obtain a professional degree. 

This new law was the result of a long battle against conservative groups of the Chilean society, 

which saw the education of women as a threat to the traditional roles women and men had in 

Chilean society (Carrasco, 2008). The desire women had to continue their studies was brought 

about by the new socioeconomic system. The women of the elite started to question their role 

in society, their marginalization from spaces outside their homes and social gatherings and their 

lack of political power and independence (Carrasco, 2008). Among these women was Eloisa 

Diaz, who at the age of fifteen was the first Chilean woman to be admitted to the medical school 

of the Universidad de Chile. 

The path women decided to follow against the conservative Chilean society to pursue 

higher education was harsh. Women like Eloisa Díaz and other female university students at 
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her time were strongly discriminated and had to attend their lectures in the company of a 

chaperone (Sepulveda, 2008). Despite all the backlash they had to suffer, most of these women 

were able to earn the respect of their peers and achieved successful careers. 

However, most women of the elite went only through primary education, and women's 

place in society was reduced to their natural role as mothers. Hence, the Chilean elite women 

were expected to achieve this role as an example for the rest of the women in the country. 

 

2.2.3.2.2.  The Ordinary women 

An ordinary woman’s place in society went through several changes in this period, 

which resulted in a new identity based on the new sociocultural context (Brito, 2008). 

The identity of the Chilean people in the 19th century was the outcome of the identity 

constructed in the colonial period through miscegenation, where women were acknowledged 

only through their role as mothers. The perception of women was dual as they were seen as 

submissive towards men and defined according to their role in society; notwithstanding, at the 

same time their role as a mother revealed they were hard-working, independent, and were a 

constant presence in their children's lives (Vivallos, 2006). It was the latter that gave women 

the ability to experiment a self-sufficient lifestyle characterized by an unusual independence, 

even though they were living in a patriarchal society, which considered them as dependent on 

men. 

 

2.2.3.2.2.1.  The Living spaces 

Contrary to their counterparts in England, Chilean women were capable of owning 

property. There were two types of property-owning women, the ones that lived in the 

countryside and the ones that migrated to the city. Women who owned a farm in the countryside 

did not have any economic independence as their husbands were in charge of administering it.  
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However, the ownership of the land gave them the power to demand from their husband’s 

money to pay for their living expenses and their children’s.  In the cases in which this was not 

complied by the husband, women were able to sue for divorce (Vivallos & Brito, 2010). 

The second type of women landowners were ordinary women that migrated to the cities. 

They obtained a farm or a rather small piece of land mainly through municipal charity. They 

made use of their social position as vulnerable women applying for a small piece of land in the 

surrounding areas of Santiago (Brito, 1995). 

Nonetheless, most ordinary women in Santiago were unable to own property. They 

rented instead small pieces of land in the outskirts of the city to settle in them in the second 

part of the 19th century. The urban structure of the capital of the country was marked by the 

existence of these “ranchos” where vulnerable women and their children settled down. In these 

urban structures’ women were the figures in power. The structure of the “ranchos” made it 

possible for women to be independent, self-sufficient and to maintain the lifestyle they had in 

the countryside. They cultivated their food and created a small trade circle and sold their craft 

to other women. Another form of self-sustaining commerce was “Chincanas”, which were also 

“ranchos” but these opened their doors to the public turning into gathering places for people to 

buy food and alcoholic drinks. The “Chincanas” created a space for social meetings where the 

community would interact and create bonds that became the foundation of these unique urban 

spaces where women were able to enjoy their own lives (Brito, 2008). 

Nevertheless, in the second part of the 19th century, a new architectonic process started 

in the capital. The purpose was to tackle the problem of the lack of sanitation and the outdated 

state of the urban architecture of the capital which did not agree with the new economy of the 

country and with the tastes of the elites who wanted to implement a European city model in 

Santiago. The need to eradicate the “ranchos” constituted a big problem for the authorities as 

they did not know what to do with the women and children that lived in them. The proposed 
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solution was the “Conventillos”, a structure that consists of a set of small adjacent rooms, with 

no windows or any other type of ventilation, where the only common space was a little hall 

that divided a set of rooms from others (Brito, 2008). 

The overcrowding and poor sanitary conditions of the “Conventillos” was the new 

environment in which women lived. They were reunited with men as they also migrated to the 

city due to job scarcity. Poverty, reduced space and poor living conditions precipitated, 

according to Brito (2008), the start of violence and family abuse, a constant in the interactions 

between the different inhabitants of the “Conventillos”. 

Ordinary women in the “Conventillos” experienced the loss of the self-sufficient 

lifestyle the “ranchos” had given them, the independence and ownership of their own lives. 

The working-class family in the elite’s speech did not exist, nor did the old “rancho” system 

where women could be somehow autonomous and independent (Brito, 2008). The only thing 

the elite had brought about with this change was segregation and violence to these women's 

lives. Nevertheless, ordinary women continued to fight for survival and for a place in the new 

system. 

 

2.2.3.2.2.2. The Working-class Women 

The loss of their self-sufficient lifestyle impelled women to find a new place as active 

participants in the economy of the country. The working spaces available for women were few 

and limited to jobs that allowed them to still have time to fulfil their role as mother and wife. 

The job of a seamstress was the most popular and was highly regarded in terms of 

morality. Women were able to work as a seamstress as an independent or dependant worker in 

a factory. Most of them worked for a few days in the factory, the others at home. This made it 

possible for them to look after their duties as a housewife and mother.  Most seamstresses 
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worked to contribute with an extra income to their family finance (Brito, 1995), and most of 

them were wives of working-class men and depended on their salary. 

The other job that allowed women to combine their working hours with their social 

responsibilities as a mother was that of a laundress. They normally worked in the 

“Conventillos” and from there delivered the clean clothes to their customers. One of the 

problems of this job was that due to the necessity of money. At times, the laundress had to 

pawn the clothes of their customers and was thus accused of crime. Another problem was the 

sanitary conditions of the “Conventillos”, since women washed the clothes inside their rooms 

with no ventilation, the soap would make thus the air unbreathable and the water they used was 

employed for all kinds of purposes, from cleaning the dishes to doing the washing up (Brito, 

1995). 

In addition, was the work of hawker, a job that was not regarded as moral as the others 

since women had to leave their homes to work and were not able to fulfil their role of mother 

and wife. This job took place either in certain established places of the city or in an 

unauthorized manner. In both cases, they were strongly harassed by the authorities. The 

different regulatory policies to control the hawker ́s jobs were oriented towards the complaints 

of the elites against their lack of sanitary awareness and the disturbance of the aesthetics of the 

city.  On one hand, hawkers were forced to work because of their poverty and, on the other, 

they were judged by the elites through their moral discourse (Brito, 1995). 

The most respected job a woman could have, according to the elites, was that of a maid. 

The socioeconomic changes that had taken place in Chile brought the elite women to 

concentrate more in her social role rather than in her role as mother and housewife. There was 

therefore, a huge need for maids in charge of these responsibilities. The life of a maid was hard. 

Most of them were not given a salary as their employers considered that feeding them and 

giving them a place to sleep was more than enough as payment (Brito, 1995). They were 
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abused, raped and unfairly accused of crimes and punished. Nevertheless, it was considered 

the best work for a single woman. Young girls in the countryside were frequently educated to 

come to the city to work as a maid. 

The last field of work to open for women in the 19th century was that of education. 

After establishing that girls could also receive education, a new space for women was created. 

It was not an easy transition and the elite questioned the morality of it. 

Finally, the oldest work and most repudiated by the elite was that of the sex-workers. 

They were especially important in Valparaíso which as a seaport had a constant presence of 

ships from all around the world and the sailors were the principal customers of the prostitutes. 

What is more, Cavieres (2006) remarks that the demand for sex-workers was such that even 

though one in ten women of the city was a prostitute, they were still not able to cover the 

demand for their work. While in Santiago prostitution incentivized the human trafficking of 

young girls from the countryside, in Valparaiso most prostitutes were women that had come to 

the city in their own volition looking for a better future. The work as a prostitute was hard. 

They worked at the edge of the law and were strongly judged by society as immoral women; 

however, the truth was that these women were forced by their poverty and lack of education to 

do any kind of work that would make it possible to earn money to survive. 
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3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Given the complex interdisciplinary nature of the present research, the theoretical 

framework will consider theoretical tools from different fields to support the analysis of the 

collected corpus of written media like discourse analysis and its relationship with the role of 

the media in society and genre and gender studies. What follows includes a review of the 

historic context of the newspapers of the time as well as their common conventions. A general 

overview of The Chilian Times, the newspaper from which our corpus was taken, will be 

provided as well. Appraisal theory, a SFL based discourse analysis theory, the basis of our 

analysis, will be described as well. Psychological theoretical perspectives will also be helpful 

to reinforce the understanding of the psychological profile of the criminal minds of the 

protagonists in the news.  Gender studies are also present in this research since our focus is on 

women as victims and victimizers. 

 

3.1. Written media 

The media plays an important role in society. The shared worldview that each 

individual and each community has is defined particularly by the influence that television, 

newspapers, online articles, social media and other means of communication exercise on them. 

For the process of communication to be possible, we must have a shared understanding of the 

world: common meanings, activities, knowledge and assumptions about the planet, 

sociological communities and life itself. This shared understanding is particularly acquired 

through the consumption of written media. 

Written discourse analysis attempts to study this shared understanding of the world, by 

examining the realization of the representations of the social aspects of the world in the written 

media, the relationships and interactions between them and society, by studying the different 
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ways in which a given culture, community, group or individual expresses meaning through a 

wide range of media texts and their underlying ideologies. 

The representations found in the media are not equal in power. Just as in society, there 

are hierarchies of power among the different media production entities. Bourdieu (1991) refers 

to this difference of power as the “the oracular power of dominant institutions in society”: 

If I, Pierre Bourdieu, a single and isolated individual, speak only for myself, say ‘you 

must do this or that, overthrow the government or refuse Pershing missiles’, who will 

follow me? But if I am placed in statutory conditions such that I may appear as speaking 

‘in the name of the masses’…that changes everything. (Bourdieu, 1991, as cited on 

Matheson 2005, p.2) 

Thus, meanings are shared by members of society, although media institutions like 

political, economic or religious institutions will usually have more control on making and 

sharing different meanings than a single individual, a small community or a lesser institution 

with a narrower demography. These powerful media institutions can authoritatively 

communicate about the world and what is and is not happening on it, as well as claiming how 

other individuals, groups or communities are, act or feel, sometimes with complete disregard 

of what these entities have to say about it. 

For these ideas to be spread in the written media, two processes are constantly taking 

place. One of them is the continual renewal of ideas by means of their recurrence and repetition 

throughout history, in different contexts and periods of time. This means that any time a textual 

instance is produced, the ideas in a text are in constant contact with other textual instances, 

each being built upon others. This is what is understood as intertextuality. Therefore, any of 

these instances has the potential of being studied and analysed critically. The second process 

is to place the entity or entities that have produced a text in the power hierarchy of society. This 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 35 

 

means that the production of a text is understood as a social action. Whenever a text is 

produced, it communicates something to an audience. The producer must place itself within 

the perspective of his audience and with the other members and institutions of society. What is 

being communicated is then understood as a way of enforcing or challenging power over other 

entities who are higher or lower in the hierarchy and shows solidarity and support for the ones 

at the same level in the hierarchy. 

When analysing written media, differences and similarities, e.g., patterns can be 

distinguished between different texts. These patterns are considered genres by discourse 

analysts. Martin and Rose define genre as a “staged, goal oriented social processes” (Martin 

and Rose, 2008) 

“Staged, because it usually takes us more than one step to reach our goals; goal oriented 

because we feel frustrated if we don’t accomplish the final step (...); social because 

writers shape their texts for readers of particular kinds” (p. 6). 

Thus, every text has something to communicate to someone, and to do so, each text has 

an underlying structure that is best suited to deliver the message. The structure is determined 

by the genre to which each message belongs. Every single text is part of a specific genre and 

can be studied by analysing the different stages and goals it has as well as the relationship with 

other genres, its differences and similarities. 

 

3.1.1. The newspaper narrative genre 

The media is one of the best examples of the exercise of power in society. News act as 

a window to a snapshot of the world in a given society and as a tool for the institutions and 

communities that hold power to construct and shape their view to their own liking and interests. 

In order for pieces of news to be understood as relevant pieces of information, and to achieve 
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their goal as a genre, their meaning must be related to established social conventions and world 

perceptions. Discourse Analysis studies how news media achieve this goal, how journalists 

express the information contained in the news, and what the underlying implications that the 

accomplishment of this goal entail. 

These ways are termed conventions of the news genre, which set apart this genre from 

others. Matheson (2005) describes two types of conventions: journalistic and social. 

Journalistic conventions are related to what the news genre is expected to be, to “how a text 

should begin and end, what readers are thought to be interested in, what they should know and 

when a news story can claim something is true” (Matheson, 2005, p. 16). In other words, 

conventions related to the inner sphere of news as a genre and their relationship with its readers 

and audience. Also, there are wider social conventions, in which the news depends on being 

relevant as a genre for its message to be understood. Matheson, for instance, determines social 

conventions such as “what people are like, what words mean, what is natural and 

commonsensical, who gets to speak in society and what is real” (Matheson, 2005, p.16). 

Therefore, “News discourse is”, Matheson explains, “the result of the coming together of a 

variety of norms and principles and unstated assumptions” (2005, p.16). 

The goal of news media as a genre is supposed to inform about relevant and newsworthy 

events of the world. For Discourse Analysis this claim is far from the truth, since the news 

draw upon social conventions to express their message and they have a role in helping to 

perpetuate or challenge social conventions with their inherent power to convince and 

manipulate (Matheson, 2005). According to the author, lexical selection is one of the greatest 

tools journalists use to achieve this purpose. 

Lexical selection is meant as “the range of possible vocabulary items that a reporter 

could have chosen” (Matheson, 2005, p.20) to refer to something in a piece of news. News 

reporters and journalists do not choose their vocabulary at random. Vocabulary does not only 
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mean single words but phrases, conjunctions and grammatical items as well. For instance, a 

frequent and powerful type of lexical selection in news media are labels. These are used to sort 

people into different social categories. Matheson explains: “The act of labelling a person (or 

group or thing) defines how members of the society can understand and judge any action done 

by that person and allows them to generalize about them” (2005, p.24). With these techniques, 

news media have the power to make the audience sympathize or refute the participants of a 

certain piece of news and to give more relevance to certain aspects of these individuals or to 

emphasize the context of the news. These strategies have a huge impact in supporting the 

building and strengthening of ideologies and interests of the greater media institutions that hold 

the communicative power of the genre. 

 

3.1.2. The newspapers of the time 

Chile was a country that received European immigrants with a positive attitude. The 

different cultures coexisted with the written media of the time by publishing the news they 

considered relevant for their audience (Prado, 2018). The British population settled mainly in 

the city of Valparaiso and were considered the most important representatives of commerce in 

number, and wealth (Prado, 2018). The main goal of the media they published was to keep in 

touch with their homeland and traditions. It also helped the colony to keep their language alive, 

for the new generations born in Chile were not surrounded by English as their parents were 

(Prado, 2018). Politics were left aside, and value judgments were expected to be a rare 

occurrence (Prado, 2018). 

The press in Chile, specifically British newspapers, had two precursors: The Chilian 

Times in 1876, and The Anglo-Chilean Times in 1907, which turned into The South Pacific 

Mail in 1909 (Edmundson, 2009). The press had a massive success, not only within the nation 

but from Lima to Punta Arenas the Mail circulated on its prime, in over 60 towns (Edmundson, 
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2009). To follow the legacy of The Chilian Times, The South Pacific Mail was established, 

after the former fell into bankruptcy after the earthquake of 1906; The Mail followed the shift 

of the economic centre of the Nation, moving from Valparaiso to Santiago in 1950 

(Edmundson, 2009). 

Commerce was the main focus of the English press in general. The Chilian Times 

published the prices of exports and imports, ships that docked in the port on the following days, 

and the fluctuation of the stock market. This can be appreciated in the first pages of each issue 

of the newspaper. The English press was a way of representing the opinion of both Americans 

and British immigrants, to share the current affairs of their home country and Chile and not to 

interfere with the political climate of the nation (Prospectus, Chilian Times, 1876). 

 

3.1.2.1.  The Chilean Times 

The Chilian Times, a mercantile & shipping gazette for the west coast of South 

America, was founded in 1875 by Guillermo Helfmann, the owner of Imprenta Universo in 

Valparaiso. This was the first newspaper published in English in Chile, and the first illustrated 

newspaper in America. The Chilean Times is one of the English newspapers with the longest 

publishing history in Chile consisting of in all 40 volumes the first being published in 1876 and 

the last in 1907 (Memoria Chilena, 2019). 

It was published once a week providing, as mentioned before, mercantile and shipping 

information, plus articles on national and international news including cultural activities, news 

about the English royalty, regular updates of major events, accidents or crimes, among others. 

It also included advertising spots of different specialized shops offering tools, machinery, 

shipping supplies or products such as tea and clothing. 

In its Prospectus, The Chilian Times states that it was created to fulfil the need of 

having an English-written journal to represent the opinion of the English and American 
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residents of Chile. They agreed to provide a faithful ‘resume’ of the national political events 

while keeping a neutral opinion about any subject discussed. As foreigners they could not take 

any active participation that might be incompatible with their status nor ally their journal with 

any political party of the country. They state that they would only like to contribute to the 

political and moral progress of the community and the social well-being of the people. 

Regarding foreign news, they explain that they will have a column with a 

comprehensive abstract of international news, and an account of general intelligence which 

they consider would be interesting for the readers. For this purpose, they planned to establish 

a system of trustworthy correspondence with the different provinces, sister republics and the 

capital, paying particular attention to commerce and any related issue. They would also invite 

citizens who might be related to maritime and mercantile affairs to cooperate with them on this 

matter. 

 

3.2. Discourse analysis 

Discourse is a multicultural object of study which can be explored under several 

perspectives depending on the social construction of identity under the discursive manifestation 

of the self (Martin and Rose, 2007). As many disciplines try to define discourse under what fits 

best their standards, it is difficult to give an exact definition of it.  For the sake of this research 

we will focus on different concepts that fall under the macro definition of discourse taken from 

Working With Discourse by Martin and Rose (2007),  Appraising Appraisal  by Macken-

Horarik and Isaac (2014) and Evaluation in text: Authorial stance and the construction of 

discourse by Hunston and Thompson (2003), all of which based on Systemic Functional 

Linguistics. 
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3.2.1. Appraisal Theory 

According to Macken-Horarik and Isaac, following the lines of SFL (Systemic 

Functional Linguistics), appraisal is a term used for systems that are developed to map 

evaluations in texts (2014). Evaluations express the speaker/writer’s attitude towards the 

referred subjects as described in Evaluation in text: Authorial stance and the construction of 

discourse (Hunston and Thompson 2003). Thus, appraisal is a resource that helps readers to 

trail the author’s path of ideas and analyse both explicit and implicit evaluative language in a 

text (both written and uttered), channelled through attitude and amplification, both distinctive 

dimensions of appraisal theory. 

 

3.2.2. Identification and Tracking 

As stated by Martin and Rose (2007) in Working with Discourse Meaning Beyond the 

Clause, Identification is directly correlated with tracking the participants or to keep track of 

what is introduced in the discourse, both people or things is relevant for the appropriate 

comprehension of the text. 

 

3.2.3. Tracking Participants 

When tracking the participants identification is the first step in the 

procedure.  Identifying the subjects (in this case people) and following them along the text to 

see who is referring to what at any point in the text is fundamental (Martin & Rose, 2007). In 

discourse it is vital to keep track of the people or things that are being referred to in the text to 

make the text cohesive and coherent. This is done through a series of lexico-grammatical 

resources to introduce and keep track of the participants like Presenting, Presuming, Possessive 

and Comparison. The first, reveals how participants are presented, usually through proper 

names or personal nouns. Presuming depends on the use of pronouns a lexical resource, which 
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means that the subjects previously introduced can be presumed and kept track (Martin & Rose, 

2007). The category of possessive and comparison are usually realized as nominal groups, and 

both can presume and present. Possessive lexical resources depend on possessive determiners, 

while comparison is linked to comparative lexical resources. 

 

3.2.4. Judgement, Affect and Appreciation 

Judgement according to Martin and Rose (2007) refers to the judgement that is being 

made of a person. This can be positive or negative; implicit or explicit. It can also be classified 

as personal, which is divided into criticism or admiration, and moral, can be separated into 

condemnation and praise. These categories are realized by semantic resources in the form of 

lexical-grammatical structures. An example of Judgement would be, “a bubbly vivacious man” 

(Martin & Rose, 2007, p.28). Appreciation refers to the attitudes that an entity has towards 

objects, actions, performances or any concrete phenomena that exist in the real world. Unlike 

Judgement, the “appraiser” gives an evaluation of external and aesthetic characteristics and 

does not involve the assessment of right or wrong. However, Martin and Rose (2007) point out 

that the “thing can be appreciated positively and negatively” (p. 37). An Appreciation example 

would be “a beautiful relationship” (Martin & Rose, 2007, p.28). On the other hand, Affect is 

related to the expression of feelings and emotional states or responses of individuals. It can 

also be positive and negative, as well as direct and indirect. An example of an Affective 

appraisal would be “She was torn to pieces” (Martin & Rose, 2007, p.28). 

 

3.2.5. Graduation 

Graduation is related to the gradability of attitudes and is divided into two forms of 

amplification. The first, Force is related to the amplification of meaning through different levels 

of intensity.  It can be made through the use of intensifiers, although, “we can also be guided 
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by the prosody of feeling that colours a whole phase of discourse” (Martin & Rose, 2007, p.45) 

and the type of genre of the text as it tends to show different levels of amplification. An example 

of Force would be “sharply intelligent” (Martin & Rose, 2007, p.28) where intelligent is being 

amplified by sharply.  The second, Focus, not only works as a lexical resource with the intent 

of placing a certain level of interest on a participant, but it also has the ability to “sharpen and 

soften [different] types of qualities” (Martin & Rose, 2007, p.46), ergo, through this amplifying 

attitude,  the speaker/writer adjusts how strongly s/he feels towards a specific subject, 

participant or object (Martin & Rose, 2007, p.47). Two clear examples of Focus, provided by 

Martin & Rose, would be “after about three years” (p.47) where the lexical feature about is 

used for softening a certain period of time. However, in “after exactly three years” (p.47) 

exactly is used with the intent of sharpening how they refer to the same period of time. 

 

3.3. Psychological and Psychosocial profile 

In order to provide a better understanding of how women were described in the selected 

British newspaper published in Valparaiso, we considered it convenient to make reference to 

criminal psychology for a better understanding of the relationship between the victim and 

victimizer and for the identification of the psychological traits of the different murderers. It 

will also complement the analysis of appraisal and the identification of women. 

For Silverman and Mukherjee (1987), homicide is understood as the result of violent 

social relationships, where the instability of a relationship is a factor that increases the 

possibility of homicide. For both authors, homicide is characterised as a social event, composed 

by a social relationship and at least two social actors: the murderer and the victim. They also 

state that the social relationship should play a key role in the analysis of homicides. 

It is said that, when talking about intimate relationships and homicide, the intensity 

level of the social relationships is likely to play a critical role in the type of homicide. Through 
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earlier studies, the authors state that, in Canada, 87% of all ‘incidents’ involved some type of 

prior relationship between the victim and the transgressor, where 60% of the incidents 

associated with female victims were most likely to include some domestic relationship. It is 

important to keep in mind that this data will vary depending on the period and place from which 

it is taken. 

The authors further state that research has found homicide to be a male-dominated act 

as both victims and offenders are mostly men. Nevertheless, when speaking of intimate 

relations, this is an act that usually involves the killing of someone of the opposite sex.  

Furthermore, the ratio of suspects starts from the immediate family to the extended family, 

being the closest people the most likely to commit the crime. Silverman and Mukherjee 

paraphrasing Gillis (1986) findings, state that “the closer the ties between offender and victim, 

the more often homicide seems to be a spontaneous, emotion-laden act” (p.39) and that the type 

of weapon, used as an indicator of the previously mentioned ‘spontaneity’, can evidence some 

differences between intimate homicides and non-intimate ones. 

 As to the relationship between crime and psychology, Mohammad-Rahim et al. (2014) 

arrives to the conclusion that there are specific psychological traits that underlie the type of 

murder and the different killing method used. It is said that murderers who use multiple killing 

methods (e.g. strangulation and stabbing) are more aggressive and/or hostile than the ones who 

use a single method.  It has also been found that these multiple-method murderers tend to use 

minimisation when referring to their acts, as a way of rationalising their misdeeds or to refer to 

others through dehumanizing labels while protecting their self-image.  

The association between alcohol and violence is discussed by Wieczorek et al. (1990), 

where the findings indicate that about 50 percent of the offenders in their sample were under 

the influence of alcohol at the moment of committing the crime. The authors concluded that 

alcohol consumption, particularly in large doses, was directly involved in half of the homicides 
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in the sample; however, the exact mechanism by which alcohol produces an increase of 

aggressiveness leading to murder is not known and requires further research, the author says. 

 

3.4. Feminism 

The Feminist Approach to Linguistics is the study of language through the scope of the 

concept of feminism. In the beginning, feminist researchers were mostly focused on the study 

of language as a tool to discriminate women. For instance, “male dominance” theorists, who 

investigated the discrimination of women through the use of specific lexical items and grammar 

structures proposed a list of inclusive terms to be used (Litosseliti and Sunderland, 2002). 

These theories studied gender as binary, identifying them only as men or women. This proposal 

is now being questioned as it not only negates the existence of other varieties of gender (queer 

gender of which women also form part), but also of the differences between women. 

Nowadays, the attitude of academics towards this topic is careful to “acknowledge the 

differences that exist within the group 'women' and to guard against ethnocentric and class-

biased (over)generalizations” (Cameron, 1998, p. xi). 

The problem with the lack of the actual representation of gender is also linked with the 

concept of identity. People’s affiliations to their environment, especially their relat ionship with 

different social groups, can contribute to create their identity. A generalized study of women 

does not take into account the fact that people’s identity is constructed by more than one factor 

and it can change through time. 

Linguistics as a discipline had a concept of feminism that was outdated in comparison 

with other social sciences (Bucholtz, 1999). As this is a thing of the past, the biggest concern 

now for feminist language research is to use the critical awareness of language to struggle 

against the use of language that promotes the imbalance in gender relations. The main focus of 

feminism is therefore to obtain an equal language relation for everyone. However, it is 
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necessary to be aware of the context in which discourse takes place as a progressive use of 

language can exist, but there can still be lack of feminist progress, e.g., women are still living 

in oppression (Litosseliti and Sunderland, 2002).   

 

3.4.1. Gender 

Litosseliti and Sunderland (2002) establish in Gender Identity the connection between 

gender identity and discourse analysis. Their focus is language use rather than language as an 

abstract system. They state that using discourse facilitates the study of the different ways in 

which gender identities are represented through language. Gender is thus understood as a 

“continuous construction of a range of masculine and feminine identities” (p.1) rather than as 

a set of differences and is therefore, crucially fluid and dynamic. The importance of context 

and situated meanings is highlighted along with the need for a sustained feminist vigilance in 

terms of how discourse constantly shapes gendered relations and identities. 

According to the authors, early works related gender and language through discourse 

and connected feminism and language studies. By doing so, the distinction between parole 

(gender and language use) and langue (gender ‘bias’ in a language as an abstract system) was 

made. Later theorists focused on exposing male dominance and on the re-evaluation of any 

gender differences as ‘cultural differences’, either from a liberal or a celebratory perspective. 

These differences resulted in the representation of masculinity and femininity as both gender 

“binary”.  

Gender representation (in the English language as an abstract system) was criticised 

due to the dominant male bias, this was exposed in three different ways. The first, regarding 

grammatical uses, disclosed the invisibility of women through masculine ‘generics’ (e.g. 

chairman). The second, uncovered the stereotypical manner in which women were represented 

by certain words in the lexicon. And the third, made evident how some lexical items served to 
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degrade women. From there on, attempts to use ‘non-sexist’ language items were made, such 

as creating guidelines and checklists for writers. 

During the 1990’s the idea of ‘gender differences’ was criticised for underplaying the 

importance of context and for being conservative, among other reasons. The idea of the 

differences seemed to be presented as a form of cultural determinism which implied that the 

way of speaking of women and men was shaped by whether they were female or male. This 

made “gender” seem like the equivalent of “sex” turning it into a convenient variable 

equivalent to age in sociolinguistics. Regarding the idea of ‘language as sexist, words could 

not simply be disregarded as sexist. They community determined if the term was considered 

offensive or not. In addition, gender-neutral words can be used in a sexist way and ‘sexist’ 

words can be used ironically or in non-literal ways.  

The problematic nature of gender and language studies was somehow ‘solved’ by the 

acknowledgement of the importance of discourse. With a discourse approach, it is possible to 

“accommodate ideas of individual agency, and of gender (identity) as multiple, fluctuating, and 

shaped in part by language” (Litosseliti and Sunderland, 2002, p .6). By representing gender 

as ‘variable’ and essential in both social and individual terms, it is possible to acknowledge 

each of the variations among different generations of language users. 

In terms of identities, broadly described as the sum of different choices, beliefs and 

possibilities that somehow ‘define’ a person, the study of the multiplicity of gender identities, 

that as to say, different masculinities and femininities, was originated by the decentring of the 

notion of ‘essential identities’ (e.g. man or woman). These multiple nature studies lead to 

several findings, for instance, that the masculine ‘morphology’ is more rigid than the feminine. 

Moreover, a crisis of identity was discovered, in the sense that to be a man or a woman was not 

strictly correlated to the discourse that was used to define them. 
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4. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The following are the research questions of this study 

1. What was the perception of women in The Chilean Times newspaper in the news about 

women as victims or victimizers?  

2. What are the language resources used in the portrayal of women in the yellow press? 

 

5. OBJECTIVES 

5.1. General objectives 

To identify and highlight the role of foreign and Chilean women in the yellow press published 

in The Chilian Times in the last decade of the XIX century, in Valparaiso. 

 

5.2. Specific objectives 

1. To describe the function of the yellow press in The Chilian Times. 

2. To identify the yellow press news that present women as victims and victimizers in The 

Chilian Times. 

3. To apply evaluation theory to the analysis of the selected yellow press articles.  

4. To identify and analyse the attitude of the author(s) of the selected yellow press articles. 

5. To identify the perception that the British immigrants of Valparaiso had of women 

according to The Chilian Times. 

6. To analyse how The Chilian Times portrayed women involved in crimes depending on 

their role as victims or victimizers in Chilean society. 
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6. METHODOLOGY 

This research is a mixed-method research that attempts to examine the role of foreign 

and Chilean women in the Chilean society as portrayed in the yellow press of The Chilian 

Times between the years 1882 and 1890. The analysis will include qualitative discourse 

analysis based on the theory proposed by Martin and Rose (2007) and quantitative analysis of 

the criminals’ profile and frequency concordance lines of the corpus. 

 

6.1. Corpus 

The corpus for this study consists of 100 pieces of news extracted from “The Chilian 

Times, a mercantil & shipping gazette for the west coast of South America”. The selection of 

the newspaper is based on the fact that it is the longest-established newspaper in the English 

language in the 19th and 20th century; besides, its creators and object audience were the 

English immigrants in Chile. The pieces of news were selected from the Biblioteca Nacional 

de Chile’s collection of newspapers and microformats. The period selected was from 1882 to 

1890, which includes the time span when the immigration law was modified to the end of the 

19th century, a time of socio-economic transition. 

As the newspaper is nowadays only available in microformat in the National library, it 

was necessary to search for the corpus in the microfilm and take photos of it with a camera. 

The gathered news went through a careful selection process looking for the topic of women as 

victims and as victimizers. The news that did not have women in such roles were discarded. In 

the end, 100 pieces of news were selected in newspapers ranging from 1882 to 1890.  

The corpus is not modified in any form; hence any kind of grammatical errors present 

in it belong to the writer of the pieces of news. Furthermore, for each piece of news a code was 

assigned, using the year; month and day in which it occurred , followed by a dash “-” and the 
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position of the news within the year it occurred, for example, if the date was 14/01/1882 and it 

corresponded to the first pieces of news of the year, the code would be 820114-01. 

 

6.2. Instruments 

For the analysis of the corpus several digital tools were used. One of the instruments 

used is the #LancsBox 4.5, a “new-generation software package for the analysis of language 

data and corpora” (Brezina, 2017) developed at Lancaster University by Brezina, McEnery and 

Wattam (2015). This software according to Brezina et al. creates collocation networks when a 

search for a specific node is performed. It is also a compound of several tools that can carry 

out different analyses at the same time. For our analysis we will make use of two of its tools. 

The first, is KWIC analysis, which can search for “the frequency of a word or phrase in a 

corpus” (Brezina, 2017). 

This format is called keyword in context, where the keyword as the node occurs 

surrounded by the context in which it appears in the text (Brenzina 2017). These concordance 

lines help us to have an insight into how the word we add in the search bar co-occurs most 

frequently with other words. Additionally, we will use a second tool called GraphColl which 

“identifies collocations and displays them in a table and as a collocation graph or network” 

(Brezina, Timperley & McEnery, 2018, p.20). The setting for our search will be the following; 

Span 5<>5 (five words to the left and five words to the right); Statics: frequency; Threshold 

may vary between 5,2 and 1 according to the number of occurrences of the node; and for the 

unit we will use Lemma in order to filter the results by type of word.  

Another digital tool that was used was ABBYY’s PDF Transformer software, which 

was used to transform the pictures taken from the Biblioteca Nacional into pdf format so that 

the #LancsBox program would analyse all the data collected at once.  
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Lastly, we will use the XMind Zen software, a mind mapping tool developed by XMind 

Ltd. in 2018. This instrument will be used to create mind maps of the analysis of Appraisal in 

the corpus. 

 

6.3. Categories of analysis 

For the purpose of this research we will work with semantics units hence the lexico-

grammatical units will be ranging from function words to noun phrases. Furthermore, the data 

collected considers first, the category of social status of the female participant, that is to say, 

the ordinary, working-class women and its elite counterpart, the high-class women. The 

following category is crimes that occurred in the rural areas vs. crimes that occurred in the 

urban areas. Once these four categories are established, the analysis will proceed with the 

identification of the participants in the news events by tracking them according to the 

methodology developed by Martin and Rose (2007). The following step is to identify the 

attitude of the writer towards the participants in terms of the categories of Affect; Judgement 

and Appreciation (Martin and Rose 2007). Finally, and within social status, four categories of 

analysis based on criminal psychology were created with the objective of distinguishing the 

different types of crimes and to have more information about the victims’ common background 

and differences. 

The first of the four criminal-psychology-based categories is the identification of 

‘premeditated’ murder versus ‘passion’ murder. The second category divides crimes 

committed under the influence of alcohol from those committed while being sober. The third 

category separates the murders by the killing method used by the criminal into single or 

multiple. Finally, the fourth category identifies the different weapons used in the crime. 

The first and third category were selected on the basis of the study of Mohammad-

Rahim et. al (2014) in which the different killing methods are described and the psychological 
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traits of the criminal identified. In their investigation they discovered that most murderers use 

a single method of killing and that the ones who use multiple methods are more aggressive. 

They define multiple methods as “the combination of two or more different types of killing 

methods, such as a combination of strangulation and stabbing” (p.44). Some of the conclusions 

of their psychological analysis, such as the identification of verbal aggression and the common 

motives for killing, will also be useful for this investigation. 

The second category, the influence of alcohol, was selected due to the considerable 

number of news which presented the aggressor as an alcoholic or as drunk at the time of the 

crime. To support this category, the investigations from Wieczorek et. al, (1990) and Goodwin 

(1971) will be used. Both pieces of research focus on crimes committed under the influence of 

alcohol.  

The fourth and last category, the types of weapons used in the crime, is related to the 

killing methods presented by Mohammad-Rahim et. al (2014), which can be adapted to suit the 

purposes of this research. Furthermore, the concepts taken from Silverman and Mukherjee 

(1987) on this issue, will be used to describe violence within the social relationships between 

the victims and their victimizers. For homicides that include more brutal killing methods, 

further analysis will include references to Häkkänen-Nyholm et. al. work (2009). 
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7. RESULTS 

From a total of 100 pieces of news, the analysis both quantitative and qualitative, sheds 

light on the role of women and the perception that the British newspaper The Chilian Times 

had on them during the 1880s. 

 

7.1. Criminal analysis 

In general terms, results indicate that 69 pieces of news present only one victim, 21 two 

victims and 10 pieces of news have three or more victims. It is estimated that at least 140 

individuals were victims during these crimes, but the exact number is unknown as not all cases 

specify the exact number of people involved. Out of the first 69 pieces of news, the victim was 

a female in 63 times, while in other 5 cases, the victim was a male. In one of those instances 

the victim was an infant, whose gender was not specified. From the 100 committed crimes, 

there were 11 times were the victim was male and 72 times where it was a female. The cases 

that included both female and male victims are 16, from which the majority consisted of 

married couples. 

The following graph presents a summary of the number of victims found per piece of 

news. As shown, the majority of the cases presented one victim, and in only a small percentage 

of the cases the number of victims was not provided (2%).  
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Figure 1 

 

Regarding the victimizers, in 17 cases the crime was committed by a female victimizer 

and in 70, by male victimizers; 57 of these crimes were committed only by one man and the 

other 13, by two or more, including “gangs” were the number of participants was not always 

specified. In 6 instances, the identity of the murderer is not revealed or unknown at the moment 

of writing the pieces of news. The remaining 7 crimes are said to have been committed by both 

female and male victimizers together, usually being relatives or lovers. The following table 

summarizes the number of victims and victimizers according to their gender. 

 

Table 1  

Victims and victimizers and their gender 

 
Single 

victim 

Multiple 

victims 

Single 

victimizer 

Multiple 

victimizers 
Unknown 

Male 11 - 57 13 - 

Female 63 9 17 - - 

Both male and female - 16 - 7 - 

No identified/Unknown 1 - 2 1 3 
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For the criminal analysis, the cases that confirmed the use of alcohol were 25, while the 

times where it was not made explicit or denied reached 75 instances. It is relevant to mention 

that in 11 of the latter cases, the crime occurred on Sunday, a day were, as will be discussed 

later on, it was usual for people to drink.  

Regarding the planning of the different crimes, in 43 cases the crime was planned or 

intended while in 48, it was made explicit or inferred. In other 9 cases, it was impossible to 

determine if the crime was planned or not. The main reason for it was the lack of information 

about the crime. The table below portrays both the use of alcohol, the premeditation of the 

crimes, and the relationship between them.  

 

Table 2 

 Relationship between premeditation and alcohol consumption 

 Alcohol  No alcohol  Unknown Total 

Planned crime 4 32 7 43 

Unplanned crime 20 26 2 48 

Unknown 1 6 2 9 

Total 25 64 11 100 

 

 

The crimes examined in the sample include cases were only one offence was committed 

and cases were two or more were committed at once. The sample presents 45 murders, 15 

assaults, 13 murder attempts, 11 fights, 7 murderous assaults, 4 robberies, 4 acts in self-

defence, 3 abandonments, 2 criminal assaults, 1 rape, 1 rape attempt, 1 suspected murder, 1 

kidnap attempt and 1 incest. There were also 2 suicides and 2 suicide attempts related with 

some of the murders and murder attempts. As a curious finding, it is interesting to mention that 

one of the assaults resulted in the excommunication of the victim. 
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Figure 2  

 

The methods used to perpetrate a murder were divided into those that presented the use 

of a single method or those with multiple methods. In 48 instances a single method was used. 

Within this category, the most used practice was stabbing and shooting (10 instances each), 

followed by beating (7) and mutilating (6). Other methods such as strangling, suffocating, 

hitting, smothering, throwing to the ground, banging a nail and plunging a knife were also 

found in at least one instance. The cases where more than one method was used were 10 in all, 

from which 8 combined at least two methods. The following graph (Figure 2) summarizes all 

the methods and their frequency.  
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Figure 3  

 

Consistent with the methods used in murder, the results of the methods used in assaults 

with injured victims indicate that out of 14 assaults, the most frequent method was stabbing (5 

instances);  followed by beating (4 instances); shooting and striking a blow on the head  (2) 

and finally, victim’s ear sliced off (1). 

The most variable factor was the weapons used to commit the crimes.  More than 30 

different weapons were used. In 37 instances, the weapon was not described, nevertheless, 

we classified them as cutting weapons, firearms, or non-determinable if the method was 

stabbing, shooting or other(s). Some of the weapons used were axes, crowbars, bludgeons, 

stones, penknives, a cudgel, a dagger, among others. The full description of weapons and the 

instances where they were used can be found in the appendix C. 
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7.2. Place 

Regarding the locations in which the crimes were committed, 62 of them occurred in 

cities, while 27, occurred in rural areas or environments, with only 11 cases where the location 

could not be determined. Most of the information was explicitly specified in the news, while 

in other cases it was indirectly stated or could be inferred from the context and from information 

provided in the text, e.g., In 890216-02, the crime was committed in a “two-storey building in 

Cármen-street”, which plainly suggests that it was in the city, or in 891026-10,  where the body 

was found “on the surface of the water in an irrigation canal” suggesting a rural area. 

 

Table 3 

Places where the crimes were committed  

Place Number 

City 62 

Rural Area 27 

Unknown 11 

 

As to a specific city, or the city closest to the town or village in which a crime was 

committed. 25 of them -a quarter of the total corpus analysed-, were committed in the city of 

Valparaíso, the place where the majority of the crimes described in the whole corpus were 

perpetrated. Strikingly, in 20 cases, they were committed in the hills of the city. The cities 

following Valparaíso in frequency, were Santiago (13), and Talca (7). After them, Ovalle and 

Chillan follow, with 4 and 3 instances each. The remaining 30 instances have just 1 or 2 

occurrences and their low frequency is spread over 20 different cities located throughout the 

country, with 19 of them in unidentifiable locations.  
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Figure 4 

 

 

7.3. Time 

According to the search for the frequency of occurrence of the day a crime occurred, 

the analysis of #Lancsbox plus shows that they were mostly committed on Sunday, a day that 

occurs 22 times in the corpus. The second frequently mentioned day is Monday (15). The rest 

of the days occur from 10 to 5 times each, Friday being the less frequent in the corpus. 
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Table 4  

Frequency of occurrence of the days of the week in the corpus 

Day of the week  Occurrences 

Monday 15 

Tuesday  7 

Wednesday  7 

Thursday  8 

Friday  5 

Saturday  10 

Sunday  22 

Note. In 27 pieces of news of the corpus the day of the week was not mentioned; hence, this Table considers 

only those in which the day was explicit. 

 

The results of the frequency of the day when the crimes occurred, showed that night   had the 

highest number of occurrences (51), which is five times the number of occurrences of the word 

morning (10).  In 22 cases the time of the day was not provided. It can be inferred that more 

than half of the crimes occurred at night, as shown on Table 5. 

 

Table 5 

Number of occurrences of the times of the day 

Time of the day Occurrences 

Morning 10 

Midday  2 

Afternoon  3 

Evening  8 

Night 51 

Midnight 4 

 Not specified 22 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 60 

 

7.4. Social class 

The selected pieces of news describe individuals that belong to different social classes 

and status. This information is usually explicit within the text, although most of the time it is 

implied in details present in the collected samples within the historical context. For instance, 

in piece of news 871203-12 “The woman... kept a little shop...and her husband... is chief carter 

in the flour mill”.  The excerpt signals that the woman belonged to the middle class as both, 

husband and wife, were owners of a small business. For the purposes of this research, we will 

consider only the situation of the female participants, both victims and victimizers. The 

markers that made the identification of social class possible were the description or 

acknowledgement of ownership of property and businesses, marital status, employment, 

weapon used in the crime, titles, purchase of goods and services, and the presence of servants 

or labourers.  Lexical markers of Attitude used by the writer of The Chilean Times about the 

participants in the pieces of news also helped to identify these categories.  

 

Table 6 

Number of occurrences per social class  

Social Class Number 

Lower class 17 

Middle class 42 

Upper class  21 

Undetermined/ Uncertain 20 

 

Under these parameters, we identified the social class of the female participants (80 out 

of the 100 pieces of news). In the corpus, the Middle class was the one with most representation 

in the corpus, (42 cases) followed by the Upper class (21), and the Lower class (17). 
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7.5. Home country 

As to the country of origin, the identified participants were mostly Chileans or implied 

to be Chileans. It was made explicit in their names, their place of origin, or where they were 

living at the time or simply because it was not stated otherwise. There were only 9 instances of 

non-Chileans in the corpus. Three of them were identified as victimizers: an Italian, an Asian 

and an English person, all of them being male. Five of them were victims: four females (an 

Argentinian, a French, a British and a German), and one male (Asian man). There was one 

instance where a British man was mentioned not as a victim or victimizer, but as a witness that 

was in the scene of the crime. Asians were labelled either as “Chinaman”, or “Mongolian” in 

the text. Of the three identified British participants, just one was declared to be from England, 

while the other two, a female victim and a male witness, were mentioned by their names as 

British: “Thomas Reilly” and “Miss Sarah Lumsden”, respectively. 

 

7.6. Marital status 

In addition, while taking into consideration the historical context, we found it important 

to take into consideration the female victim/victimizer’s marital status. We decided to divide 

these possible statuses into the following binary categories: 

1. Married/ Implied Marriage  5. Courtship/ Implied Courtship 

2. Widow/ Implied Widow  6. Married/Implied Married with Lover 

3. Single/ Implied Single  7. Divorced/ Implied Divorced 

4. Cohabiting/ Implied Cohabiting 8. Not Specified 

All of these categories depended on the historical context in which the female victims 

and victimizers belonged to. When the marital status was not explicitly mentioned, we had to 
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infer from the analysis of Attitude, e.g., Judgment, Affect or Appreciation, to describe the 

victim or victimizer’s tentative age, social status, and rights for owning property. 

Figure 5 

 

From the total number of women mentioned in the Chilian Times from 1882 to 1890, 

27.3% were implied to be married, 25.0% were explicitly married, and the rest 47.7% are 

spread over the other marital status categories. 

 

7.7. Work 

Additionally, when categorizing female participants, we took into consideration their 

working status. This factor was divided into the following binary categories: 

1. Job/ Implied Job 

2. Jobless/ Implied Jobless 

3. Not specified 

As when analysing the samples, it was necessary to bear the historical context in mind, 

most women in the samples were considered to be married and to depend on their husbands. If 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 63 

 

the marital status not specified or if the victim/victimizer had a job, but was married, cohabited, 

or lived with a family member, they were considered to be jobless implied. If no relations were 

mentioned, their job was categorized as a not specified category. 

 

Figure 6 

 

The total percentage of the analysed corpus reflected that 74% of the participants were 

implied to be jobless, in 10.7%, their activity was not specified; the other 15% was allotted to 

the other categories. 

 

7.8. Motivation 

Regarding the motives behind the crimes, they were clearly recognizable in most cases 

(72 instances). In the remaining 28, it was not possible to recognize the presence of a motive, 

either because it was not directly stated or because there were antecedents of the crime. In the 

cases in which it was possible to recognize the motivations, jealousy and marital disputes were 

the most frequent motives (11 and 10 instances, respectively), many of them with fatal 

consequences. They were followed in decreasing frequency by 8 instances of quarrels, those 

that escalated into major crimes, and those where the quarrel was identified as the crime itself. 
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There were 7 cases of entirely unprovoked crimes, in which either directly or indirectly (some 

antecedents of the crime are given), the victim did not show any provocation for committing 

the crime. On 6 occasions, the crime was related to a robbery, in which the thieves would 

murder or attempt to murder the victim to either steal her possessions or to ensure her silence 

and thus evade capture. On 4 occasions, the crime was sexual assault, which was considered 

either a crime in itself or a physical assault which motivated he sexual assault. On 4 other 

instances of murderous assaults, the motivation for the crime was out of revenge and was either 

stated or implied. Additionally, in 3 cases, a crime was committed out of self-defence, in 3 

others, a woman escaped with their lover or “paramour”. Finally, there were 10 cases in which 

all of them had an identifiable motive. However, they did not fall under any of the categories 

above but had rather singular and odd motivations; for instance, a teenage boy murdering his 

mother for reprimanding him for being drunk or a tenant shooting his landlord and his wife 

after asking him to pay the rent and other similar specific motives. 

 

Figure 7 
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7.9. Appraisal 

The analysis of Appraisal showed the high percentage of occurrence of Affect, 

Appreciation and Judgement. 

 

Figure 8 

                   

As to Graduation, Focus had a higher percentage of occurrence as it is present in more 

than three-quarters of the news. On the contrary, Force occurred only in almost half of the 

pieces of news. 

 

Figure 9 

                                  

 

The analysis of the corpus showed that women committed crimes less violently than 

men. In general, women worked and were the owners of business, all the ones that did were 

either married or were foreigners. At that time, their motherhood was considered a priority and 
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those that did not take proper care of their children were judged negatively by society. The 

women that did not follow the moral rules of the English immigrants were also strongly 

criticized. The latter belonged to the poorer part of society and their wrongdoings were mostly 

heavy drinking and unladylike behaviour, for example a “couple of females living in that 

delectable quarter of the city known as the Arrayan Hill, disturbed the peace of the entire 

neighborhood by their vociferations and imprecations” 851205-21. 

 

7.10. #Lancsbox 

The analysis of concordance lines of the words that were used to refer to the female 

individuals in the news reveals that the latter were principally wife, mother, sister, daughter, 

woman and women. The analysis made with #Lancsbox follows. 

 

Table 7 

Search setting of GrapColl for Figure 3 

Span Statistics Threshold Unit 

5<>5 01- Freq 2 Lemma 

 

Figure 10 
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The analysis of the #Lancsbox revealed that in the majority of cases the writer referred 

to women on the basis of their relationship with men in the news. A clear example lies in the 

use of the word husband and wife in agreement with the possessive pronouns/ adjectives of the 

gender. As Figure 4 and 3 reveals, the structure “his wife” (32 occurrences), was considerably 

more frequent than “her husband (23 occurrences). In most of the uses of the second, the name 

of the husband was provided, whereas in the first, the name of the wife was kept unknown, 

making her role be unimportant. 

 

Figure 11 Frequency of use of “his wife” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 68 

 

Figure 12 Frequency of use of “her husband” 

 

 

Figure 13 Frequency of use of the pronoun “We” 

 

 

 

Through the analysis of Appraisal with #Lancsbox, it was possible to determine the 

place English immigrants thought they had in Chilean society. The analysis of #Lancsbox, as 

shown on Figure 6, revealed the frequency of the use of the pronoun We in context and the 

writer’s opinion. The pronoun is used inclusively, reflecting thus not only the voice of the 

writer but the voice of the British community as well. For example, when Mr. Felix Mateluna 

attacked his wife with a stick which ended up with her being taken to hospital, the writer adds: 

“Is it necessary to remark that both were drunk? We think not” 840202-02. Furthermore, 

through the analysis of Appraisal, it was also possible to obtain an understanding of the author’s 

negative perspective. As in 871203-11 through negative Judgement and the choice of the 

adjective “infamous” and the noun phrase “deprivation of a natural guardianship”: “such an 
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infamous act merits something more than the simple deprivation of a natural guardianship”. 

Thus, it was possible to see how the writer of The Chilian Times considered himself and the 

people the newspaper represented in relation to the surrounding context. The British in 

Valparaíso did not consider themselves members of the Chilean society, but rather as a closely-

knit community of foreigners living in Chile, a small British empire inserted in a foreign 

country. They tried to maintain their lifestyle and values as close as possible to the ones they 

had in their homeland.  
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8. DISCUSSION  

8.1. Identification and tracking participants 

As to the identification and tracking of the participants, we focused on presenting, 

presuming, possessive and comparison (Martin & Rose, 2007). Presenting being represented 

by  proper nouns or personal nouns, such as in “a young man” (Martin & Rose, 2007), as a  first 

step for the identification of the participants, for it serves the purpose of introducing people 

Presuming depends on the gender of the lexical resource that is used when Presenting, as in 

the first example the character is introduced as a man, the following presuming lexical 

resources will be more likely to be male. Lastly, possessive and comparison are used as 

nominal groups, depending on possessive determiners and comparative lexical resources, 

respectively. Even though the analysis can be applied to both objects and people, only human 

participants were tracked in this research as our emphasis was on women. 

The results revealed the regular use of presuming lexical resources, mainly the, she, he 

and her which are used as a tool to aid the reader to keep track of who is who, and the gender 

of the participants presented. The categories that followed in frequency in most pieces of news 

were possessive and comparative. Possessive took the form of his, herself, her, their,   as in 

“his wife” as exemplified in the piece of news 821223-12 where a daughter is murdered by her 

father with a gun after having refused to drink the agua ardiente that he ordered her to drink; 

her mother tried to defend her to no avail, as she was beaten almost to death as well.   

 

Table 8 

Resources used for tracking the participants 821223-12 

Presenting a  

Presuming him, she, the, he 

Possessive his, herself, her 

Comparative  
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As reflected in the results of the piece of news, the only use of a possessive lexical 

resource present in the body of the text was embedded in the following sentence “Manuel Jose 

Lavin ordered his daughter”  and in “he turned upon his wife and beat her so terribly”, making 

it explicit that these women were directly related to the family of Manuel Jose Lavin, the 

victimizer in this case,  and that both ladies had no agency over their own fate. There is no 

presence in this case of any lexical resources of comparison, and presenting. The name Manuel 

is used as a lexical link to introduce the rest of the characters with possessive pronouns, “his 

daughter” and “his wife”. Women, in this and many other cases, are mostly referred to on the 

basis of their relationship with men, either as a member of the family or as a lover/partner 

present in the news. 

If a female is the centre of the story, either as a victim or a victimizer, the results of the 

use of possessive pronouns were different in piece of news 871231-13 than in the previous one, 

where a married lady killed her paramour because of jealousy, thinking that her daughter was 

also dating the man. It was made evident in the use of the female adjective “her” instead of a 

male oriented possessive adjective as in the previous sample. In the present case a married 

woman was the victimizer, “a married woman killed her paramour in the presence of her own 

daughter”. The use of the adjective her provides her with the agency of the crime she committed 

and with a sense of ownership over her paramour and daughter. Regarding the presence of 

presuming lexical resources, there is the presence of a masculine pronoun once in this sample, 

“when he (the paramour) uttered a piercing cry (when stabbed)”. As the victim of the crime 

was male, he had no agency in the actions of the woman. 
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Table 9 

Resources used for tracking the participants 871231-13 

Presenting A 

Presuming she, the, who, he, whose 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

In this piece of news, the possessive resources depended on the gender of the victim. In 

the piece of news coded 820114-01, where a son assaulted his mother with a knife,  it remained 

a constant that as a male victimizer, signalled by the possessive adjective “his” plus the verb  of 

action “stab” (“stabbed his mother”), he left the victim, an elderly woman, with no agency 

whatsoever.  

 

Table 10 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820114-01 

Presenting a, an  

Presuming She 

Possessive his (mother) 

Comparative  

 

On the other hand, comparative strategies were rarely used, but when present, they were 

used to refer to “another man”, to show that they are not referring to the one that was mentioned 

previously; like in the sample coded 831006-10, where a man named Federico Mora stabbed 

Elvira Rodriguez in her own house, and another man tried to intervene on her behalf. 
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Table 11 

Resources used for tracking the participants 831006-10 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, the 

Possessive His 

Comparative another (man) 

 

 

In conclusion, the presenting strategies used by the author were a constant in the 

collected samples in the shape of a or an; the presuming pronouns were used mainly as an aid 

for the reader to follow the thread of the narration, whereas the comparative resources were 

rarely present and only used to differentiate participants. Possessive adjectives varied their 

gender to agree with the male victimizer and the power associated with masculinity, leaving 

him as the main protagonist of the committed crimes. 

 

8.2. Time and space  

8.2.1. Time 

Lexical instances referring to time were present in 95% of the corpus. The results were 

expected since the corpus consists of narratives of crimes. Narrative pieces of news are told in 

the past tense, as they are events that have already occurred. The present tense is rarely found 

in the corpus, but appears, in the form of Present perfect when narrating the current state of 

affairs of the victimizer at the time of the publication of the news. For instance, when she was 

captured by the police, as in 840216-03. where “she has been apprehended”, or in cases when 

the criminal is still at large, as in 900719-03, where “No clue has been obtained to the 

perpetrators of the fiendish deed”. Something to highlight is that since The Chilian Times was 

a weekly publication, the narrated crimes occurred many days or even weeks before the 

publication of the issue. This information was given always in the first sentences of the text. 
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So, for instance, the pieces of news 870101-01 and 880107-1, describe crimes that were 

committed “on Christmas night”, in December, even though both are part of January issues. 

The Chilian Times states many times the exact date, day of the week and even the time of the 

day or the approximate hour in which the crime was committed. For instance, many crimes 

occurred on “Sunday night”, like in 820114-01, 831020-02 and many other pieces of news. 

When talking about specific dates, the newspaper would use the now outdated forms of 

“Instant” and “Ultimo” (the latter abbreviated ult.). The former is used to refer to a recent event 

that occurred in the same month of publication, and the former, on the previous one. (for 

example, “On the 2nd instant” on 860206-2 or “the night of the 29th ult” on 860911-09). In 

many pieces of news, only some antecedents of the crime are given, sometimes in the form of 

small backstories of the participants, on which the time expressions are not that quite precise. 

For instance, in 831201-16, the victim had been living with the victimizer “for some time past”. 

A probable explanation of the use of exact dates might be that The Chilian Times had access to 

detailed criminal records, or else the antecedents of the crime might come from other rather 

uncertain sources, like word of mouth of witnesses or confessions of victimizers, or victims that 

survived the crime.  

 

8.2.2. Space 

The lexical instances referring to space are similar in preciseness to the ones of time. 

They were present in practically the same percentage as the time instances, that is, in 96% of 

the corpus. They were also part of the introduction to all news, many times with the function 

of a title like the city, town or district in which the crime was committed. The account of places 

is quite detailed as well, presenting many times street names or recognizable locations, of 

crimes that occurred, especially in urban areas. In spite of the preciseness of place names, place 

names are somewhat lost in a minor number of crimes committed in rural or isolated areas. The 
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Chilian Times alludes to the place of the crime, with the intention of including as much 

information as possible. Something to bear in mind is the constant occurrence of two particular 

locations: The Hospital and The Station. In those days The Hospital was the place where most 

of the victims would end up, from the ones with minor injuries to the ones in a dying condition. 

On the other hand, he Station, refers to the Police Station, which was the place where many 

criminals would end up being transferred to, regardless of the type or severity of the crime 

committed.   

 

8.3. Graduation 

The use of Graduation happens to be mostly related to intensifying the horridness of the 

crimes and to give details about how they took place, their nature and level of violence, as 

detailed in 890928-06 when the dead body of a woman was found: “Dogs and birds had 

partially devoured the body”. Details were also provided about certain participants to provide 

a certain focus on them, e.g., for example, when a man killed the woman, he was cohabiting 

with the description of the child that became an orphan is an infant of “seven months of age” 

881229-07. Likewise, in 850711-10 “the lady, who ought to be a member of the corps of 

Amazons of the King of Dahomey, stabbed her opponent so severely in the left breast that he 

had to be taken to the hospital”, the case when a woman quarrelled with a man over alcohol. 

 

8.3.1. Force 

The use of Force was present in 49% of the corpus. Force appears mostly in the 

descriptions of the crimes, especially in those that revealed a more violent content, for example, 

in 820207-05 where a father killed and mutilated both his son and mother in law, the woman 

“was pierced with no fewer than twenty-three stabs”.  However, there are news with no violent 

crimes in which Force still occurs to emphasize when the guilt of a prostitute is proved in a 
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case of theft, and the sentence is expected to reaffirm her as guilty as it is now “still more 

clearly than before” (870123-03). 

The use of Force is mostly present in the description of news about violent crimes, such 

as news 870604-04. They inform about the murder of Socorro Rodriguez committed by her 

partner. Many details are provided about the crime in the narration, especially about the nature 

of the crime and how it was committed. It is in these descriptions that Force occurs, like 

“inflicted upon her something like thirty stabs, most of them of a deadly nature”, where Force 

is used to reinforce the intensity of the violence used with the use of the word deadly stabs. 

Force is once again used alongside with Focus to stress the Judgement of the author about the 

crime, “the number of the wounds —in all thirty-two— demonstrates the sanguinary ferocity 

of the murderer.” 870702-08  By giving the exact number of wounds the writer wants to direct 

the attention of the reader towards the violence used in the crime. He judges the ferocity of the 

perpetrator and refers to the events with Force to reveal the gruesomeness of the crime and 

nature of the murderer who used sanguinary ferocity. Likewise, the nature of the emotional 

state of the murderer is illustrated by the use of Force in 870702-08, as the murderer was 

“beside himself with rage”. 

The second type of news, 830217-05, with no violent crime, shows two religious 

women fighting at the entrance of the church. In it, Force is used to intensify the description of 

the conflict. The writer makes use of expressions like “Flying at each other like tigers” and 

“pretty nearly scared the life out”, where the writer is talking about a fight between two women 

at the gates of a church with quite a strong choice of expressions and the use of Force. 

Hence, the use of Force was present independently of the level of violence used in the 

crime and does not differ much in the amount of amplification given to the crime. 
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8.3.2. Focus 

The use of Focus was 75%, in the collected samples. It was frequently mixed with the 

Judgment of the author when referring to either victims or victimizers or to sharpen or soften 

the perception or actions of the participants in the crime. 

 Most of the occurrences of Focus co-occur with Judgement independently of the gender 

of the victimizer. In 820722-09 a nurse that murdered the child inn which was dependant on 

her, was punished. Focus co-occurs with Judgement in the description of the victim, “the 

daughter of a respectable family”. Likewise, when describing the reasons behind the actions 

of the victimizer “There is no doubt that, under some pretext or other,” 861223-11, the 

sharpening of the perception of the actions of the criminal came after the author’s Judgement 

“there is no doubt that”. 

Nevertheless, there were exceptions in which Focus occurred alone or with 

Appreciation or Affect. The first, was used mostly in instances in which it was necessary to 

redirect the attention of the reader to another sequence of events, as in “They were married in 

1874”,  870702-08, where the news tells us that a husband killed his wife, and the writer refers 

to the year of their  marriage to intensify the horror of the crime of an apparently  consolidated 

married couple. The second, in which Focus, occurs inside Appreciation, e.g., in 860123-01 

where Avelino Zuñiga stabbed a woman because of jealousy “without the slightest warning as 

to his intentions” and “without accosting anyone”. The last combination, Focus with Affect, 

was used to give more details about the crime to evoke a reaction from the reader, “three stabs: 

one in the back, another in the abdomen, and a third in the right hand” 880107-01. 

 

8.4. Attitude 

In the following sections, the occurrence of Affect, Judgement and Appraisal will be 

discussed. It is important to bear in mind that for the purpose of this research we worked with 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 78 

 

semantic units, where the lexico-grammatical units ranged from words to larger grammatical 

units. An example of the first would be in 820114-01 which reveals the Judgement of a mother 

towards her son “she reproved him”. An example of the latter, is where the result of a 

discussion ended up in a man stabbing a woman who was judged by the writer as “the former 

so far forgot the respect due to the softer sex” (831006-14); in here Judgement is signalled by 

a whole sentence. 

 

8.4.1. Affect 

Affect occurred in 93% of the news and its occurrence is mostly negative. The high 

percentage of occurrences can be attributed to the frequent use that was made of Affect in the 

news. It was mainly used for a description of how and why the crimes were committed. It can 

be inferred that the use of Affect was mostly to evoke emotion from the reader by giving 

detailed information about the events that took place, for example, in 831001-16  a man who 

was cohabiting with an Argentine woman killed her when she decided to leave him to return 

to her country with her children: “The poor woman was most frightfully mutilated. A 

handkerchief had been tied round her neck to prevent her crying for help, after which her 

breasts were cut off, while other portions of the body bore marks of a most horrible and 

unspeakable outrage”. 

There was a clear difference between the Affect present in pieces of news about deadly 

crimes and those that were not. The first, tended to have a more detailed and gruesome narration 

of the details of How the murder was executed and in some cases in which conditions the body 

of the victim was left. This is illustrated in the following example; 

“The skull of the victim was beaten in, the face was hacked and mutilated, one eye was 

missing, and the arms and one leg had been separated from the trunk. The remains 

were partially buried, being covered with a thin layer of earth” 890914-05 
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Here is an exhaustive illustration of the state of the corpse and the violence the female victim 

received from her murderer. The objective is to induce an emotional response from the reader. 

The pieces of news in which none of the participants died revealed the use of less details. This 

does not mean they used Affect without the intention of eliciting some emotional reaction. So, 

when talking about a fight between two women, the writer says that they “fought, and 

scratched, and screamed and yelled” 851205-21. The events are not as terrible as the 

previous example, yet the vocabulary evokes an emotional reaction on the reader. 

Nevertheless, not all Affect was used to describe How the murder was committed as in 

851205-21, but also to refer to the neighbours “longing for peace and quietness”. The 

descriptions of the intentions, desires and emotional states of the individuals are also signalled 

by the use of Affect, especially when the reasons of the felony are revealed (Why). When 

recounting the events in some news, the reasons behind the offence are given as 870702-08, 

for example, where the victimizer was “Unable to control himself any longer” when he 

murdered his landlord’s wife, because he did not want to pay the rent. Likewise, in 871231-13, 

where a woman killed her paramour, because “she was jealous” of her own daughter. It is 

important to notice that there was no difference in the use of Affect when it came to women 

and men. 

Furthermore, another specific form in which Affect occurred was when the writer made 

use of Affective vocabulary to make his narration more dramatic.  A clear example of the latter 

can be seen in 860911-06, where a husband in order to make his wife divorce him, as he no 

longer wanted her, made arrangements so that his wife would be  raped by another individual, 

with his help and his sister’s; Affect appears in a series of dramatic  expressions such as  “win 

back his love”, “tears and supplications”, and “obdurate heart of the cruel husband” to 

describe how a husband lost interest in his wife and her attempts to regain his love. 
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Moreover, one of the common occurrences of Affect was the use of the word poor to 

refer to the victims. According to the analysis of #Lancsbox, the word occurs 20 times in 

different pieces of news, with the meaning of someone deserving pity or sympathy as in 

831201-12 “The poor girl hastened to obey”. Finally, the last use of Affect was through the 

occurrence of positive emotions; however, due to the context in which they occurred they 

tended to signal a negative or ironic connotation. This is present in 830210-04, in which 

“happily for her,'' refers to the man that tried to kill her because she rejected him and for this 

reason, she received two shots. 

 

8.4.2. Judgement 

There are many instances of Judgement. 78% of the news presented at least one case of 

Judgement. Even though The Chilian Times in its Prospectus promised to keep a neutral 

opinion, its news did not present a neutral tone. It is therefore necessary to understand the 

perspective from which they were reported and what the moral grounds for that perspective 

was. 

The Chilian Times represented the English immigrants in Chile. According to the 

Prospectus, they were not expected to emit opinions on political or internal matters of the 

country, because they were foreigners. Therefore, the opinions provided in the news came from 

the perspective of members of an English society, which was much more advanced than the 

Chilean.  

This can be supported by the Judgements that were found in the news. For example, 

their use of the pronoun We at the end of 880121-03: 

“we have no hesitation in saying that if such a horrid spectacle had been witnessed in 

any place where the English language is spoken, the gallows must either have had its 

due, or the murderers would have been torn limb from limb by an infuriated populace.” 
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Where they are making use of the first-person plural to express their opinion about the case of 

Zoila Rosa and her mother. The first was murdered and mutilated and the second, might have 

been poisoned by the same group of criminals. The author is making direct reference to their 

belief that the English society’s understanding of justice did not agree with the one in Chile.  

Besides, they negatively judge the spectacle as “horrid”.  They believe that if they were in their 

homeland, the criminals would have been punished for their crimes. They critically express 

their disappointment with the punishment of criminals in Chile. Similarly, in the piece of news 

831201-16, they criticize the authorities in charge “Possibly the responsible authorities may be 

able to explain the matter.” Undoubtedly, the neutral approach The Chilian Times planned in 

their Prospectus was not present at least between 1882 and 1890. 

Conflicts on morality were frequent instances of the occurrence of Judgement. The 

morality of the English immigrants was mostly based on their religious beliefs and social codes; 

the Judgment found in the news was therefore, strongly related to the criticism of people’s 

disrespect of religious beliefs. A common occurrence of this instance was crimes taking place 

on a Sunday, “it is strange how people insist on selecting the Sabbath for their unholy rows”, 

(840202-02).  

As to the study of the frequency of occurrence of the word Sunday, according to 

#Lancsbox, the word occurs 20 times in the corpus, more than most of the other days of the 

week. Crimes that took place on Sunday tended to show the author’s Judgement 

towards disrespecting the sacred day. The high frequency with which crimes occurred 

on Sunday, seems to have made the day for the English, a synonym of crime and inhibition: 

“Is it necessary to remark that both were drunk? We think not, it is enough to state that the 

occurrence took place on Sunday.” (840202-02) The criticism of the frequency of occurrence 

of crimes on a Sunday assumes first, that it was the day of the Lord and second, it was a holiday 

for the labourers. 
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Another important aspect is that Judgement also appears in larger structures as in “one 

would think that such an infamous act merits something more than the simple deprivation of a 

natural guardianship.” (871203-11), which acts as a semantic unit rather than as a grammatical 

one, which is in agreement with Martin and Rose’ theoretical postulates (2007).   

The behaviour of Judgement in the analysis can be divided into three different 

categories. The first, applies to those women whose behaviour agrees with the morality of the 

British immigrants. Inside this group, are those that belong to the elite, foreigners and humble 

women, who despite their social and economic background appear to follow the moral of the 

elite. When describing the victims there was a significant difference in the Judgement made 

about Chilean and foreign’ women depending on their social and cultural background. For 

instance, in 901011-05, the victims are two German women. One of them is referred to as “a 

well-educated young lady”, meanwhile, in 821223-10 an ordinary woman is called a “decent 

looking woman”. Both are positive Judgements, but they carry a different degree of positivity 

in their semanticity as a “well-educated young lady” is a foreign woman, and an ordinary 

woman is only “decent looking”. 

The Second kind, refers to those women whose actions and lifestyles were considered 

immoral by the British immigrants. The women that fell into this category received strong 

negative Judgements and their misdemeanour was generally related to committing crimes, 

having improper behaviour for a lady and failing to fulfil their role as mothers. Women that 

committed crimes most of the time were judged as follows, “The wretched woman, whose chief 

accuser is her own daughter, denies her guilt” 871231-13. The use of specific vocabulary to 

intensify the lack of morality was common. The author implies also her failure as a mother by 

calling her own daughter her accuser. The negligence of motherhood as shown in the previous 

extract was strongly criticised and considered one of a woman’s worst crimes. In 892610-10, 

a mother’s abandonment of her child, the author would refer to her as “the unnatural mother 
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of the child”; the use of the word unnatural reveals the complex relationship between the 

woman and her child. The cases in which a woman is the victimizer occurred with a number 

of Judgements, an instance where the lady is referred to as Virago. The woman is called, “a 

female devil” and “the beldame” (851024-16) as she got into a streetcar drunk and started to 

bother the passengers with “the most unladylike language, and making as demoniacal a noise 

as if all the patients in a lunatic asylum had been suddenly let loose.” The comparison with the 

mentally ill, shows a high disapproval of women performing such actions. If men had 

committed them, they would probably not have been judged with the same harshness. In fact, 

in the piece of news 820114-01, in which the son killed his mother because he was drunk, the 

Judgement on him is limited to describing him as a “promising youth of thirteen”. The last case 

is those women that committed crimes, but their actions were still validated by the English due 

to their moral nature. In 871203-12, a woman that had been slandered by “Arellano, who was 

a man of notoriously bad character” killed him because of it; however, instead of being 

condemned for her crime, the author says that “given all the antecedents of the case it is not 

likely that she will be punished very severely,'' considering that  she was in her right to defend 

her reputation. So, when “the slanderous stories circulated by him,'' they “appear to have 

incensed her to such a degree”.  that she shot him with a gun killing him on the spot.  The 

reason behind her rage seem to have been important as her crime is validated by the author. 

Judgement about a woman can be positive when certain aspects of her life, considered by 

society morally correct, are praised, for example, her marriage, “They are a quiet, orderly, and 

well-conducted couple”. The woman had created the proper conditions for her case to be seen 

beyond the crime, a woman trying to defend something the English immigrants appraised, 

reputation. 
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Overall, the occurrence of Judgement was mostly negative and positive in only a few 

cases. The latter can be illustrated in 860206-02 when the author refers to the woman murdered 

by her husband: “The murdered woman bore an excellent character”. 

 

8.4.3. Appreciation 

The occurrence of Appreciation is by far the most common type of Appraisal in the 

corpus. It occurs 541 instances in total, in 92 pieces of news out of 100; the mode being around 

2 to 3 instances, and a maximum of 21 instances in a single piece of news, with several of them 

having tens and dozens of instances. It seems to be that the larger the piece of news is, the more 

Appreciations it will have. 

Most of these instances of Appreciation occur through words that highlighted elements 

at play in the narrated crimes, like descriptions of the participants and their actions, their 

relationships as well as the places where the actions occurred. Positive appreciation is rare, and 

is reserved to instances that are related to participants who are labelled as “heroes” who act 

against the crime perpetrator and/or in the defence of the victim. When the victimizer receives 

some sort of punishment like being wounded or his/her plans of escaping are frustrated, s/he is 

“marched off to the station”, one of the most recurring instances of Positive Appreciation.  

Appreciation often appears in the description of relationships. For instance, in some 

pieces of news, there would be a specification between “quarrel”, “altercation” or “scrimmage” 

instead of using  a more general word like “fight”, or a more specific one like “connubial 

dispute” when the fight was between a married couple; or to say that a man was “in a state of 

intoxication” instead of being “drunk”. Many times, the instances of Appreciation appear as 

exaggerated, particularly in positive or negative descriptions of qualities of things, evaluating 

actions and qualities of life.  For instance, in 850912-13, a stone is considered as a “deadly 

missile”; and in 861211-13, the man did not “go looking for” his wife, but “ he started in quest 
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of her”, and in 870122-02, a lady and her children did not just drink medicine and fall 

unconscious, but  “after partaking of it they fell into a profound stupor”, just to name a few out 

of many  similar cases. Appreciation is thus used as a tool to label individuals by giving a better 

and enhanced account of their actions and behaviour.  

In general, newspapers present the relationships that represent the experience of the 

members of a community and organize them into genres which are staged, goal-oriented 

processes. As all speakers of a language share a range of meaning-making resources, the 

journalist organizes these resources in the different news genres in such a way that the members 

of his community are given access to the different contents that are negotiated in the texts. 

Therefore, the newspaper narrative texts of the yellow press as represented by the Chilian 

Times, express their perspective as members of the British community.  The voices of the 

authors of the narratives emerge clearly evaluating the kinds of social relationships that exist 

in Chilean society, particularly the role of women. Participants are introduced in the news 

through textual resources (personal and possessive pronouns and adjectives), they are 

evaluated, they are judged, and appreciated and express affect through lexical units that might 

be of a brief sort (adjectives, nouns), or else longer evaluative units that evaluate the victims 

or victimizers either positively or negatively. Therefore, the author of the crime news in the 

Chilian Times influences society by constructing a worldview and a set of ideals for the 

members of the British colony in Chile expressing their feelings and values.  In the news, the 

author appraises the participants of the narratives, directs the sympathy of the readers towards 

them according to whether they behave according to the values the community deems worthy 

and appropriate, or inappropriate. If inappropriate, the author in representation of the British 

community, will judge or appreciate the participants negatively. For instance, sympathy is 

expected to be felt towards the many female victims who have been appraised with Affect as 

“poor” and “unhappy” behaving as good mothers, daughters and wives. The problem lies in 
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the case of those women who have been unfairly treated by the author; those that have been 

negatively evaluated and have not been done justice because of their vulnerable social status, 

those that have been ignored (victims without a name). 

 

8.5. Criminal analysis 

The inclusion of methodologies of criminal psychology provide us with the tools to 

further understand the roles and relationship between the victims and their victimizers. They 

are a complement to our discourse analysis methodology. This field focuses on creating a 

criminal profile that helps to identify criminals, particularly murderers. Therefore, as the main 

focus of this section is murders, the analysis reveals that these constitute 41,3% in our sample, 

plus the cases of murderous assaults (6,4%) and murder attempts (11,9%). The case of 

suspected murder (0,9%) and one case of self-defence that ended up in murder (0,9%) is also 

considered, making up a total of 64 pieces of news. From these 64 pieces of news, there are 2 

instances in which the information presented is the continuation of a previous case, for which, 

more evidence was found later on.  

As mentioned in the methodology, the analysis for this section was divided into the 

different methods, weapons, use of alcohol and planning. This division helped us to identify 

the different factors that were involved in the perpetration of a crime and from there on, draw 

our own conclusions. The results for each category are explained and findings from the data 

will be provided.  

 

8.5.1. Planning 

In terms of the premeditation of the crimes, it was found that 22 were unplanned, 32 

were planned and in 8 cases it was not possible to determine their premeditation. In the 

unplanned instances, 18 crimes presented female victims (one woman in 17 instances, two 
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women in one instance), 3 cases presented a male victim and 1 case presented both a man and 

a woman as victims. For the planned instances, it was found that the victims were female (22 

times), and that 15 presented only 1 victim, 2 presented two victims, 4 had three victims and 

in 1 instance, 4 victims were found. There was only one time were the victim was a male and 

8 cases, were both a woman and a man were victims.  On similar lines a crime where an infant 

was the victim, whose gender was not identified, was also found. In the case of unknown 

instances, six of the victims were women, one was a man and in one instance both a woman 

and a man were the victims. A summary of these findings is presented below in Table 12, where 

the total of crimes is separated depending on the gender of the victim and compared to the total 

of victims for all the instances. 

 

Table 12 

Relationship between the gender of the victim and the premeditation of the crime 

 Planned  Unplanned  Unknown Number of crimes Total of victims 

Female  35 19 6 46 60 

Male  1 3 1 5 5 

Both 8 1 1 10 20 

Unknown 1 - - 1 1 

 

 

As the table shows, there is a clear relationship between premeditation and the selection 

of a female victim. It is clear from the results that the most frequently murdered subjects are 

women, and that men are usually murdered when accompanied by a female counterpart. It is 

also evidenced from the data that people, and especially women, hardly ever take the decision 

of murdering a man.  
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8.5.2. Alcohol use 

The presence of alcohol when committing a murder was quite low. Only in 10 instances 

alcohol is confirmed to be present, while in 48 instances it was not or seemed not to. In 4 

instances it was not possible to determine whether it was or was not used within the no-alcohol 

instances; there were 8 crimes which occurred on Sunday, but alcohol usage was not made 

explicit. Out of the 48 instances were alcohol was not used, 37 presented a female victim or 

victims, 4 presented a male victim, 6 had both a woman and a man victim, and 1 instance 

presented an infant victim whose gender was not specified. In the instances were alcohol was 

involved the victim was female (7 times), the victim was both a woman and a man (2 times), 

and the victim was a male (1 time). As to the 4 undetermined cases, two presented a woman 

victim and the other two presented both a woman and a man as victims.  

 

Table 13 

 Relationship between the gender of the victim and the influence of alcohol 

Gender Alcohol  No Alcohol  Unknown Number of crimes 

Female  7 37 2 46 

Male  1 4 - 5 

Both 2 6 2 10 

Unknown - 1 - 1 

 

It is clear that further research is needed to clarify all the instances where alcohol was 

not mentioned but could have been part of the crime. Nevertheless, results from the cases were 

alcohol was confirmed help us to have an idea of what kinds of victims were the most affected 

ones when either the victim and/or the victimizer was under the effects of alcohol. Therefore, 

women are more prone than their masculine counterpart to become the victims.  
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8.5.3. Methods  

As previously presented in the results section, murders are committed using either a 

single method or multiple methods. The use of a single method was the most common. Among 

the multiple methods, we discovered the combination of mutilation, beating, stabbing, 

shooting, cutting, poisoning, and burning, among others. Table 14 displays each of the cases 

and the methods that were combined. It is necessary to recall that no combination of method 

was repeated; in some instances, methods that were not used alone (as single methods) were 

now included when committing the crime.  

 

Table 14 

Multiple methods used in murder cases 

Method 1 Method 2  Method 3 Number of crimes 

Blow Stabbing - 1 

Blow  Shooting - 1 

Beating Shooting - 1 

Beating Choking Drag along the ground 1 

Beating Mutilation - 1 

Beating Strangling - 1 

Cutting Poisoning - 1 

Cutting Stabbing - 1 

Clubbed Kicked  Struck on the head 1 

Hanging Burning - 1 

Stabbing Mutilation - 1 

 

 

As can be seen in Figure 3 and table 14, above, a considerable number of crimes 

included victimizers who “beat” their victims. Some other “popular” methods were shooting 
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and stabbing, while others like poisoning or burning rarely occurred. Some factors that could 

have influenced the selection or non-selection of methods may be that some people carry a 

weapon, such as a knife or a gun, in their everyday life.   

 

8.5.4. Weapons 

The selection of weapons is an essential factor to determine specific traits of the 

psychology of the victimizer and the relationship with its victim. In brief, table 14 shows the 

weapon used and if it was used as a single method or a multiple method to commit a murder. 

 

Table 15  

Weapons used in single and multiple methods murders 

Weapon Single method Multiple Method Total 

Revolvers 7 2 9 

Sabre - 1 1 

Cord - 1 1 

Stocking 1 - 1 

Morphine - 1 1 

Nail 1 - 1 

Crowbars 1 - 1 

Heavy instrument  

(suspected hammer) 
- 1 1 

Club(s) 1 1 2 

Stone(s) 2 1 3 

Clasp Knife 1 - 1 

Penknife 1 - 1 

Shoemaker’s knife 1 - 1 

Knife 2 - 2 
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Axe 1 - 1 

Liquor (suspected “foul play”)* - - 1 

Iron bar 1 - 1 

Carbine 1 - 1 

Bludgeon 1 1 2 

Heap of straw 1 - 1 

Paraffin and a match - 1 1 

Hatchets 1 - 1 

Firearm (not specified) 4 - 4 

Cutting weapon (not specified) 11 4 15 

Unknown/not specified 10 1 11 

Note: In the case of death by liquor, “foul play” murder is suspected. As the investigation was just starting when 

the piece of news was written, the method is unknown.  

 

There is a predominant preference for a single method among the victimizers of our 

corpus, but there is also a considerable number of murders where multiple methods are used. 

The use of these methods might be due to the victimizer’s strength, his use of violence 

or planning. When trying to describe the profile of the murderer, we can make the distinction 

between pre-selected weapons and opportunity weapons used to commit a crime. Such is the 

case of the choice of drugs like Morphine as a pre-selected weapon, and the use of a stone as 

an opportunity weapon.  

 

8.5.4.1. General findings 

Silverman and Mukherjee (1987), research reveals that homicides (and other crimes) 

are male-dominated acts. However, the analysis of our corpus reveals that aggressors are 

mostly men and victims are mostly women, which indicates that there is a substantial number 

of crimes committed by people who had intimate relations with their victims. In fact, in the 

majority of the cases analysed there was a previous relationship between the victim(s) and the 
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victimizer(s), including family, friends, neighbours and married or unmarried partners. From 

our findings we can also support the idea that the closest the prior relationship victim-

victimizer, the more spontaneous or non-premeditated the crime is. Such is the case of 860206-

02, where the husband killed his wife. There was no evidence of premeditation, but there was 

evidence of previous violence in their relationship and the presence of alcohol while the crime 

was committed. As found by Silverman and Mukherjee (1987), we also observed murders 

without previous relationship or with a distant relationship between the victim and the 

victimizers; these relationships usually involved robbery, fight altercation or assault (e.g. 

820204-04).  

Regarding murder methods and weapons, it was observed that, as in Mohammad-

Rahim et al. (2014), most of the crimes involved single methods rather than multiple methods. 

As it was expensive to own a gun in those days, more crimes were committed using knives and 

other cutting weapons than guns. The data also showed that some of the reasons 

for  perpetrating   crimes included revenge, a previous rejection or infidelity, among others, 

which can be associated to the emotions  found in “expressive murders” -committed as a result 

of volatile emotions and involving physical violence- such as frustration and anger while other 

crimes were driven by the desire for financial gain (Mohammad-Rahim et al. 2014, p.45).  

According to Häkkänen-Nyholm et. al (2009), the crime of mutilation has been 

classified in three different types, defensive, aggressive and offensive. From our data, we found 

that the defensive and aggressive kind of mutilation were present  in the news , as the motives 

for mutilation where to get rid of the body (e.g. case 870122-02), or  a struggle that was 

“brought about by a stage of outrage” (p.1), as in case 861016-11.  

Wieczorek et al. (1990) proved that the use of alcohol seems to have an important 

relation in the planning of a crime. Out of the 62 murder selected cases, alcohol was present in 

only 3 planned crimes and in 6 unplanned crimes. No alcohol was explicit in 27 planned crimes 
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and in 14 unplanned crimes. It is important to recall that in the premeditated cases both the 

victim and victimizer had been drinking. In spite of that, we were not able to confirm that 

women are “as likely as men to be drinking at the time they are homicide offenders or victims” 

(Goodwin, 1971, p.11), as in our corpus there were no murders committed by women under 

the effects of alcohol.  

Another important aspect is the one mentioned by Wieczorek et al. (1990), who found that 

women, when killed by men under the effects of alcohol without prior planning were constant 

victims of abuse in their relationship, as the man increased his normal aggressive behaviour 

and ‘lost’ control. This is what happens as in the case of 870604-05 where a man returned home 

drunk and shot his wife twice with a small revolver. As not all pieces of news provided evidence 

of alcohol use, it is hard to determine how many of them were committed under its effect. 

Further research is needed to provide evidence, but we can say that the crimes which had a 

similar description fit Wieczorek et al. (1990) findings on this matter. 
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9. CONCLUSIONS 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the role women had in the Chilean society 

between 1882 and 1890, through the analysis of crime news in the newspaper The Chilian 

Times, specifically, women as victims and victimizers. The appraisal theory proposed by 

Martin and Rose (2007), concordance lines and the criminalistics of the corpus made it possible 

to understand the role of women in the Chilean society of the last decade of the 19th century 

from the perspective of the English colony settled in Valparaiso. In addition, it was possible to 

understand the perspectives the English had of women independently of their origin and their 

attitude towards them. From the analysis of the corpus, it was confirmed that the English 

immigrant community considered themselves as independent of the Chilean society and 

believed to have a superior morality from which they Judged the Chilean society and its people. 

As an illustration, “we have no hesitation in saying that if such a horrid spectacle had been 

witnessed in any place where the English language is spoken…” 880121-03. 

The analysis of Appraisal in the corpus, made it possible to identify the attitude of the 

author and the women of his community. Firstly, the analysis of Judgement revealed that the 

perception of women was based on whether their behaviour was in agreement with the morals 

of the members of the English colony or not. It also revealed that was a difference in the type 

of Judgement made about foreign and Chilean women. The first was always positive and set in 

a good light; whereas the latter was Judged according to her ladylike behaviour, independent 

of her role as victim or victimizer in the piece of news. In addition, it was possible to determine 

that although in its Prospectus The Chilian Times stated that they were not going to emit 

opinions about events in the country, they did so it in the news , which was  marked in some 

cases by the inclusive use of the pronoun We, in which the British included themselves. 

Secondly, Affect was used to provoke a strong emotional reaction from the reader by giving 

specific details of How and Why the crimes were committed. Third, Appreciation was mostly 
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used to enrich the pieces of news with evaluative descriptions of the states of being and 

relationships of the participants and their environments to give the reader as much information 

as possible. This, with the purpose of making readers be more engaged in the news. The 

language used in Appreciation also served to meet the expectations of the cultured British male 

elite of The Chilian Times. Subsequently, it was disclosed that women were seen as individuals 

that had to embody the morals of their society, those that did not follow the rules were strongly 

criticized. Among the women that failed to live up to the standards of the English were those 

that had unladylike behaviour, in other words, those that drank, liked to party, had lovers, stole, 

hurt others in self-defence and the worst crimes of all, were a bad mother. As for Graduation, 

both Focus and Force were used, as it happened with Affect, mostly to show intensity in the 

crimes that took place rather than in its participants. 

In relation with the analysis of the concordance lines with the help of the program 

#Lancsbox, we discovered that most of the references to women in the news were made through 

their relationship with men (wife, daughter, etc.) and not as independent individuals. Also, we 

also observed that the day in which most crimes took place was Sunday, and the time of the 

day, night.   

As to the tracking of the participants, possessive lexical resources varied not only when 

taking into consideration the gender of the subjects, but also if the crime was committed by a 

man or a woman. Overall men were not placed under much scrutiny as their female 

counterparts, as in the collected samples most women were either married or could be inferred 

to be married, either from the historical context or from the usage of possessive 

pronouns/adjectives.  

As to the markers of time and space used in the corpus, the exact or almost exact date and time 

of the day in which the crime was committed was stated, together with its specific location. It 

is highly probable that this information was part of the sources The Chilian Times had to find 
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for the newspaper, that is to say, the criminal records that the journalists of the newspaper had 

access to. 

In brief, Criminal Psychology helped us to understand how murders are male-

dominated acts, mostly driven by emotions which are sometimes increased through alcohol. 

We were able to observe that most crimes were expressive murders, committed using one 

method only, while the weapons depended on the premeditation of the crime and the 

cause behind it. It was clear that most of the cases involved a prior relationship between the 

victim(s) and victimizers(s) and that sometimes this relationship had evidence of previous 

violence against the female victim.  

We strongly believe that these findings might help to further clarify some aspects 

between gender relationships and how through this violent behaviour men attempt to exert 

power over women. Homicides as social acts portray the ultimate aggression against women, 

an aggression that has been normalized in the popular newspapers and shared through decades 

with no one questioning the mistreatment and the excess of violence perpetrated.  
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11. APPENDIX 

Appendix A 

News codes list  

 

N° Code Date  N° Code Date 

1 820114-01 14-01-82  33 850606-06 6-6-85 

2 820114-02 14-01-82  34 850613-07 13-6-85 

3 820128-03 28-01-82  35 850620-08 20-6-85 

4 820204-04 04-02-82  36 850704-09 4-7-85 

5 820207-05 07-02-82  37 850711-10 11-7-85 

6 820617-06 17-06-82  38 850725-11 25-7-85 

7 820701-07 01-07-82  39 850912-12 12-9-85 

8 820708-08 08-07-82  40 850912-13 12-9-85 

9 820727-09 22-07-82  41 850916-14 16-9-85 

10 821223-10 23-12-82  42 851010-15 10-10-85 

11 821223-11 23-12-82  43 851024-16 24-10-85 

12 821223-12 23-12-82  44 851024-17 24-10-85 

13 830120-01 20-01-83  45 851031-18 31-10-85 

14 830120-02 20-01-83  46 851031-19 31-10-85 

15 830120-03 20-01-83  47 851205-20 5-12-85 

16 830210-04 10-02-83  48 851205-21 5-12-85 

17 830217-05 17-02-83  49 851219-22 19-12-85 

18 830217-06 17-02-83  50 860123-01 23-01-86 

19 830602-07 02-06-83  51 860206-02 06-02-86 

20 830728-08 28-07-83  52 860605-03 05-06-86 

21 830915-09 15-09-83  53 860703-04 03-07-86 

22 831006-10 06-10-83  54 860724-05 24-07-86 

23 831201-11 01-12-83  55 860911-06 11-09-86 

24 831201-12 01-12-83  56 860911-07 11-09-86 

25 840112-01 12-01-84  57 860911-08 11-09-86 

26 840202-02 02-02-84  58 860911-09 11-09-86 

27 840216-03 16-02-84  59 861002-10 02-10-86 

28 850110-01 10-01-85  60 861016-11 16-10-86 

29 850110-02 10-01-85  61 861204-12 04-12-86 

30 850117-03 17-01-85  62 861211-13 11-12-86 

31 850124-04 24-01-85  63 861218-14 18-12-86 

32 850214-05 14-02-85  64 870101-01 01-01-87 
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N° Code Date  N° Code Date 

65 870122-02 22-01-87  97 900719-03 19-07-90 

66 870129-03 29-01-87  98 900719-04 19-07-90 

67 870604-04 04-06-87  99 901011-05 11-10-90 

68 870604-05 04-06-87  100 901213-06 13-12-90 

69 870618-06 18-06-87     

70 870626-07 26-06-87     

71 870702-08 02-07-87     

72 870924-09 24-09-87     

73 871015-10 15-10-87     

74 871203-11 03-12-87     

75 871203-12 03-12-87     

76 871231-13 31-12-87     

77 880107-01 07-01-88     

78 880121-02 21-01-88     

79 880121-03 21-01-88     

80 880121-04 21-01-88     

81 880218-05 18-02-88     

82 881006-06 06-10-88     

83 881229-07 29-12-88     

84 890112-01 12-01-89     

85 890216-02 16-02-89     

86 890601-03 01-06-89     

87 890615-04 15-06-89     

88 890914-05 14-09-89     

89 890928-06 28-09-89     

90 891005-07 05-10-89     

91 891012-08 12-10-89     

92 891012-09 12-10-89     

93 891026-10 26-10-89     

94 891221-11 21-12-89     

95 900111-01 11-01-90     

96 900614-02 14-06-90     
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Appendix B 

Appraisal analysis’ mind maps 

Figure B1 

 

Figure B2 

 

Figure B3 
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Figure B4 

 

Figure B5 
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Figure B6 

 

Figure B7 
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Figure B8 

 

Figure B9 
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Figure B10 

 

Figure B11 
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Figure B12 

 

Figure B13 
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Figure B14 

 

Figure B15 
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Figure B16 

 

Figure B17 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 111 

 

Figure B18 

 

Figure B19 
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Figure B21 

 

Figure B22 
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Figure B23 

 

Figure B24 
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Figure B25 
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Figure B28 

 

Figure B29 

 

Figure B30 
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Figure B31 
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Figure B34 

 

Figure B35 
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Figure B36 

 

Figure B37 

 

Figure B38 
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Figure B39 
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Figure B42 

 

Figure B43 
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Figure B44 

 

Figure B45 
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Figure B46 
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Figure B49 
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Figure B52 

 

Figure B53 

 

Figure B54 
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Figure B55 
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Figure B56 

 

Figure B57 
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Figure B58 
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Figure B61 

 

Figure B62 

 

Figure B63 
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Figure B64 
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Figure B65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 131 

 

Figure B66 
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Figure B67 
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Figure B68 

 

Figure B69 

 

Figure B70 
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Figure B71 
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Figure B72 

 

Figure B73 
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Figure B74 

 

Figure B75 
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Figure B76 

 

Figure B77 
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Figure B78 

 

Figure B79 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 139 

 

Figure B80 

 

Figure B81 

 

Figure B82 
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Figure B83 

 

Figure B84 
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Figure B85 

 

Figure B86 
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Figure B87 

 

Figure B88 
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Figure B89 

 

Figure B90 

 

Figure B91 
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Figure B92 

 

Figure B93 

 

Figure B94 
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Figure B95 

 

Figure B96 

 

Figure B97 
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Figure B98 

 

Figure B99 

 

Figure B100 
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Appendix C 

Criminal analysis 

Table C1 

Code Type of crime Method Weapon Alcohol Planning 

820114-01 assault stabbing cutting weapon (NS) alcohol involved unplanned 

820114-02 murder no specified no specified no alcohol planned* 

820128-03 Murderous assault stabbing cutting weapon (NS) no alcohol planned 

820204-04 

robbery + murder 

attempt shoot and blow in the head revolvers and a sabre no alcohol 

1 planned / 1 

unplanned  

820207-05 murder Mutilation cutting weapon (NS) no alcohol (?) planned 

820617-06 murder mutilation cutting weapon (NS) no alcohol (?) planned 

820701-07 murder stabbing cutting weapon (NS) no alcohol (?) unplanned 

820708-08 murder attempt 

drag along the ground, 

choking and beating a cord no alcohol planned 

820727-09 murder suffocation a stocking no alcohol unknown 

821223-10 murder stabbing cutting weapon (NS) no alcohol planned 

821223-11 murder and suicide poisoning and cutting 

morphine and cutting 

weapon  (NS) not mentioned planned 

821223-12 murder shooting + beating revolver alcohol involved unplanned 

830120-01 assault shooting revolver not mentioned planned 

830120-02 self defense blow cudgel alcohol involved* unplanned 

830120-03 assault beating bottles and glasses alcohol involved unplanned 

830210-04 murder attempt shooting firearm (no specified) no alcohol planned 

830217-05 Fight /dispute pushing, tugging, "tug of war" parasols not mentioned unplanned 

830217-06 murder banging a nail a nail not mentioned unplanned 

830602-07 Fierce altercation blow cudgel alcohol involved unplanned 

830728-08 murder attempt stabbing cutting weapon (NS) not mentioned unknown 

830915-09 assault shooting gun  (NS) not mentioned unknown 

831006-10 assault stabbing penknife not mentioned unplanned 
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831201-11 assault stabbing (probably) "handy whittle" alcohol involved unplanned 

831201-12 murder mutilation 

cutting weapon (NS) 

+handkerchief not mentioned planned 

840112-01 murder cutting the throat cutting weapon (NS) not mentioned planned 

840202-02 Fight /Altercation "whaled" a stick alcohol involved unplanned 

840216-03 murder hit on the head no specified not mentioned unknown 

850110-01 murder beating no specified not mentioned unplanned 

850110-02 Fight /Scrimmage beating no specified alcohol involved unplanned 

850117-03 murder beating crowbars not mentioned unknown 

850124-04 Abandonment left the husband's roof unknown* not mentioned planned 

850214-05 Feminine brawl stabbing no specified not mentioned unplanned 

850606-06 murder strangulation + beating 

heavy instrument, prob. a 

hammer not mentioned planned 

850613-07 assault and rape attempt struck a blow on the head no specified not mentioned unplanned 

850620-08 

murder and murder 

attempt 

clubbed + struck on the head 

and kicked clubs not mentioned planned 

850704-09 assault struck a blow on the head no specified alcohol involved unplanned 

850711-10 Fight /Scrimmage stabbing (left breast) no specified alcohol involved unplanned 

850725-11 assault 

trod upon her dress and sliced 

off her ear knife not mentioned unplanned 

850912-12 Murderous assault 

threw a stone which struck her 

on the head stone not mentioned unknown 

850912-13 Murderous assault hurled a stone stone not mentioned planned 

850916-14 Conjugal dispute stabbing no specified not mentioned unplanned 

851010-15 

Assault / Murder 

attempt beating no specified not mentioned planned 

851024-16 assault 

hats knocked off, coats torn 

off, etc no specified* alcohol involved unplanned 

851024-17 

Murder and murder 

attempt no specified no specified not mentioned planned 

851031-18 

Fierce altercation into 

Assault fired revolver no alcohol unplanned 

851031-19 murder skull beaten in no specified not mentioned unplanned 
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851205-20 assault stabbing dagger alcohol involved unplanned 

851205-21 Feminine brawl scratched, screamed, yelled unknown* not mentioned* unplanned 

851219-22 Murderous assault stabbing clasp knife alcohol involved* unplanned* 

860123-01 Murderous assault stabbing cutting weapon (NS) not mentioned planned 

860206-02 murder struck on the head a club alcohol involved unplanned 

860605-03 Connubial dispute stabbing no specified not mentioned unplanned 

860703-04 murder thrown to the ground unknown* not mentioned unplanned 

860724-05 Murderous assault stabbing penknife not mentioned planned 

860911-06 Rape (Outraged) outraged no specified not mentioned planned 

860911-07 Murder plunged a knife  shoemaker's knife not mentioned planned 

860911-08 murder shooting firearm (NS) not mentioned planned 

860911-09 abandonment left the paternal roof unknown not mentioned planned 

861002-10 murder cutting the throat and stabbing cutting weapon (NS) not mentioned planned 

861016-11 murder stabbing and mutilation cutting weapon (NS) not mentioned planned 

861204-12 

Murder /Conjugal 

quarrel shooting revolver not mentioned unplanned 

861211-13 assault stabbing (in the left leg) knife alcohol involved unplanned 

861218-14 Robbery/ Assault binding and strangling no specified not mentioned planned 

870101-01 

Murder attempt and 

suicide attempt shooting revolver not mentioned planned 

870122-02 murder mutilation 

no specified (prob. 

intoxicated) alcohol involved planned 

870129-03 robbery stole and hide money  no weapon/her charms not mentioned planned 

870604-04 murder stabbing knife alcohol involved unplanned 

870604-05 Murder attempt shooting small revolver alcohol involved unplanned 

870618-06 

murder attempt and 

suicide attempt shooting revolver alcohol involved unplanned 

870626-07 Self-defence stabbing knife alcohol involved unplanned 

870702-08 murder (nearly) hacked to pieces axe not mentioned unplanned 

870924-09 Suspected murder unknown  liquor excess/"foul play" alcohol involved unknown 
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871015-10 

murder and murder 

attempt beating iron bar alcohol involved planned 

871203-11 criminal assault no specified no specified not mentioned unplanned 

871203-12 Self-defence /Murder shooting revolver alcohol involved* unplanned 

871231-13 murder stabbing cutting weapon (NS) not mentioned unplanned 

880107-01 murder attempt stabbing cutting weapon (NS) not mentioned planned 

880121-02 Murder beating no specified not mentioned unplanned 

880121-03 murder mutilation (and poison*) unknown alcohol involved planned 

880121-04 Assault beating no weapon (hands) not mentioned unplanned 

880218-05 Fight /couple quarrel laid open the skull a bottle alcohol involved unplanned 

881006-06 murder cut her head off knife not mentioned planned 

881229-07 Murder blow in the pit of the stomach no specified not mentioned* unplanned 

890112-01 

Murder, murder attempt 

and suicide shooting revolver not mentioned planned 

890216-02 Multiple crimes* firing carbine alcohol involved planned 

890601-03 

Assault and 

excommulgation beating cudgel not mentioned unplanned 

890615-04 Self-defence /Robbery defence: blow from an axe axe not mentioned planned 

890914-05 Murder beating + mutilation no specified not mentioned unplanned 

890928-06 murder beating + mutilation stone not mentioned unplanned 

891005-07 murder shooting firearm (NS) not mentioned unplanned 

891012-08 Murderous assault shooting firearm (NS) not mentioned unplanned 

891012-09 

Murder and Criminal 

Assault strangled no specified not mentioned unplanned 

891026-10 Abandonment threw into the canal water not mentioned planned 

891221-11 murder blow on the head bludgeon not mentioned planned 

900111-01 murder smothering heap of straw not mentioned planned 

900614-02 robbery bind and blindfold handkerchiefs  not mentioned planned 

900719-03 murder hanging and burning paraffin, a match not mentioned planned 

900719-04 murder blow and stab 

bludgeon + cutting 

weapon (NS) not mentioned unknown 
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901011-05 Murder beating hatchets no alcohol planned 

901213-06 Murder shooting revolver not mentioned unknown 

Note. “NS”: not specified.  

 

 

 

 

Table C2 

Code Number of victims Victim’s gender Victimizer’s gender 

820114-01 one victim female victim male victimizer 

820114-02 Three victims female victims no specified victimizer 

820128-03 three victims female victim male victimizer 

820204-04 Four victims (out of two attacks) female and male victims male victimizers 

820207-05 Two victims female and male victims male victimizer 

820617-06 Two victims female and male victims unknown victimizer 

820701-07 one victim female victim male victimizer 

820708-08 one victim female victim male victimizers 

820727-09 one victim female victim female victimizer 

821223-10 one victim female victim male victimizer 

821223-11 one victim (+1 suicide victim) female victim (+male victim*) male victimizer 

821223-12 two victims female victims male victimizer 

830120-01 one victim female victim female victimizer 
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830120-02 two victims female victim and male victim* female and male both victimizer 

830120-03 one victim male victim female and male victimizers 

830210-04 one victim female victim male victimizer 

830217-05 two "victims" female victim* female victimizer* 

830217-06 one victim female victim male victimizer 

830602-07 one victim female victim male victimizer 

830728-08 one victim female victim male victimizer 

830915-09 one victim female victim unknown victimizer 

831006-10 two victims female and male victims male victimizer 

831201-11 one victim female victim male victimizer 

831201-12 one victim female victim male victimizer 

840112-01 one victim female victim male and female victimizers 

840202-02 one victim female victim male victimizer 

840216-03 one victim female victim female victimizer 

850110-01 one victim male victim female victimizer 

850110-02 two victims female and male victims female and male victimizers 

850117-03 Two victims female and male victims unknown victimizer 

850124-04 one victim  male victim female and male victimizers 

850214-05 two victims  female and male victims female victimizer 
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850606-06 one victim female victim male victimizer 

850613-07 one victim female victim male victimizer 

850620-08 three victims female victims male victimizers 

850704-09 one victim female victim male victimizer 

850711-10 one victim male victim female victimizer 

850725-11 one victim female victim male victimizer 

850912-12 one victim female victim unknown victimizer (somebody) 

850912-13 one victim female victim male victimizer 

850916-14 one victim female victim male victimizer 

851010-15 one victim female victim male victimizers (2) 

851024-16 several victims (NS) female and male victims female victimizer 

851024-17 four victims female victims male victimizers 

851031-18 one victim female victim male victimizer 

851031-19 one victim female victim male victimizer 

851205-20 one victim female victim male victimizer 

851205-21 two “victims” *  female "victims" female "victimizer" 

851219-22 one victim female victim female victimizer 

860123-01 one victim female victim male victimizer 

860206-02 one victim female victim male victimizer 
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860605-03 one victim female victim male victimizer 

860703-04 one victim (of murder) female victim male victimizer 

860724-05 one victim female victim male victimizer 

860911-06 one victim female victim male and female victimizers 

860911-07 one victim female victim male victimizer 

860911-08 one victim female victim male victimizer 

860911-09 one victim female victim male victimizer 

861002-10 two victims female and male victims male victimizers 

861016-11 two victims  female and male victims male victimizer 

861204-12 one victim female victim male victimizer 

861211-13 one victim female victim male victimizer 

861218-14 two victims female victims male victimizers 

870101-01 two victims female and male victims male victimizer 

870122-02 two victims female victim male victimizers 

870129-03 one victim male victim female victimizer 

870604-04 one victim female victim male victimizer 

870604-05 one victim female victim male victimizer 

870618-06 one victim female victim male victimizer 

870626-07 one victim (+1"victim")* female victim male victimizer 
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870702-08 one victim female victim male victimizer 

870924-09 one victim female victim male victimizer 

871015-10 two victims female and male victim male victimizer 

871203-11 two victims female victim male victimizer 

871203-12 one victim male victim female victimizer 

871231-13 one victim male victim female victimizer 

880107-01 one victim female victim male victimizer 

880121-02 one victim female victim male victimizer 

880121-03 two victims female victims male victimizers 

880121-04 one victim (of beating)  female victim male victimizer 

880218-05 one victim male victim female victimizer 

881006-06 one victim female victim male victimizer 

881229-07 one victim female victim male victimizer 

890112-01 two victims female and male victims male victimizer 

890216-02 several victims* female and male victims male victimizer 

890601-03 two victims female victims male victimizer (priest) 

890615-04 four victims (two couples) female and male victims male victimizers 

890914-05 one victim female victim Unknown victimizer* 

890928-06 one victim female victim male victimizer 
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891005-07 one victim female victim male victimizer 

891012-08 one victim female victim male victimizer (suspect) 

891012-09 one victim female victim male victimizer (suspect) 

891026-10 one victim male victim female victimizer 

891221-11 one victim male victim male and female victimizers 

900111-01 one victim infant victim (NS) female victimizer 

900614-02 six victims female and male victims male victimizers 

900719-03 three victims female victims unknown victimizers (perpetrators) 

900719-04 one victim male victim female victimizer 

901011-05 two victims female victims male victimizers 

901213-06 one victim female victim male victimizer 

Note. “NS”: not specified.  

 

 

Appendix D 

Tracking the participants  

Table D1 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820114-01 

Presenting a, an  

Presuming She 

Possessive his (mother) 

Comparative  
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Table D2 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820114-02 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, them 

Possessive  Their 

Comparative Other 

 

Table D3 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820128-03 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, he 

Possessive herself, her, his 

Comparative other (persons), some (neighbours) 

 

Table D4 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820204-04 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming the, they, them 

Possessive his, herself, her, their 

Comparative other (persons), some (neighbours) 

 

Table D5 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820207-05   

Presenting A 

Presuming The 

Possessive is, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D6 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820617-06 

Presenting A 

Presuming The 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  
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Table D7 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820701-07 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, both, he 

Possessive his, their, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D8 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820708-08 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, she, who 

Possessive Her 

Comparative some (persons) 

 

Table D9 

Resources used for tracking the participants 820727-09 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming the, its 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D10 

Resources used for tracking the participants 821223-10 

Presenting a  

Presuming the, she, he, they 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D11 

Resources used for tracking the participants 821223-11 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming he, whom, she, the 

Possessive his, her, himself 

Comparative  
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Table D12 

Resources used for tracking the participants 821223-12 

Presenting a  

Presuming him, she, the, he 

Possessive his, herself, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D13 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830120-01 

Presenting a  

Presuming The 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative another (woman) 

 

Table D14 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830120-02 

Presenting a  

Presuming he, she, him 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D15  

Resources used for tracking the participants 830120-03 

Presenting a  

Presuming The 

Possessive his, her,herself, himself 

Comparative  

 

Table D16 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830210-04 

Presenting a  

Presuming the, who, she, him, he 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  
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Table D17 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830217-05 

Presenting a  

Presuming the, they, who, them 

Possessive Their 

Comparative each other 

 

Table D18 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830217-06 

Presenting a  

Presuming she, who, the 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D19 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830602-07 

Presenting  

Presuming the, they 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D20 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830728-08 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, she 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D21 

Resources used for tracking the participants 830915-09 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, the, they 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  
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Table D22 

Resources used for tracking the participants 831006-10 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, the 

Possessive His 

Comparative another (man) 

Table D23 

Resources used for tracking the participants 831201-11 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, the, he 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D24 

Resources used for tracking the participants 831201-12 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming she, who, the, whom, him, he 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative another (man) 

 

Table D25 

Resources used for tracking the participants 840112-01 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming the, who, he 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D26 

Resources used for tracking the participants 840202-02 

Presenting  

Presuming the, she, we, both 

Possessive their, his, herself, her 

Comparative  
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Table D27 

Resources used for tracking the participants 840216-03 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, whom, she 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D28 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850110-01 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, they 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D29 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850110-02 

Presenting A 

Presuming all, whom, the, who, she 

Possessive Her 

Comparative one (of the men), (other) 

 

Table D30  

Resources used for tracking the participants 850117-03 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who 

Possessive her, his, their 

Comparative  

 

Table D31 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850124-04 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who, they 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  
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Table D32 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850214-05 

Presenting  

Presuming The 

Possessive Her 

Comparative each other 

 

Table D33 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850606-06 

Presenting A 

Presuming The 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D34 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850613-07 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who, she, they, he 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D35 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850620-08 

Presenting  

Presuming the, who, she, him, he, they 

Possessive her, his, their 

Comparative  

 

Table D36 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850704-09 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, he 

Possessive His 

Comparative  
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Table D37 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850711-10 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, them, the 

Possessive their, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D38 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850725-11 

Presenting an, a 

Presuming who, the 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D39 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850912-12 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, she 

Possessive Her 

Comparative Somebody 

 

Table D40 

Resources used for tracking the participants 850912-13 

Presenting A 

Presuming  

Possessive Her 

Comparative some (friends) 

 

Table D41  

Resources used for tracking the participants 850916-14 

Presenting A 

Presuming he, the 

Possessive herself, his 

Comparative  
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Table D42 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851010-15 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, they 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D43 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851024-16 

Presenting a 

Presuming who, the 

Possessive their, her 

Comparative some (of the passengers) 

 

Table D44 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851024-17 

Presenting a 

Presuming the 

Possessive their 

Comparative other (two) 

 

Table D45 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851031-18 

Presenting an, a 

Presuming they, the, he, she 

Possessive her, his, himself 

Comparative  

 

Table D46 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851031-19 

Presenting an, a 

Presuming he, him, the 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  
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Table D47 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851205-20 

Presenting  

Presuming The 

Possessive His 

Comparative  

 

Table D48 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851205-21 

Presenting A 

Presuming they, the 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D49 

Resources used for tracking the participants 851219-22 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, she 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D50 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860123-01 

Presenting A 

Presuming he, the 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative any one 

 

Table D51 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860206-02 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, she 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  
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Table D52 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860605-03 

Presenting  

Presuming the, she, he 

Possessive His 

Comparative  

 

Table D53 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860703-04 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, she, who 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D54 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860724-05 

Presenting  

Presuming he, the 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D55 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860911-06 

Presenting A 

Presuming he, the, she, him 

Possessive her, his, himself 

Comparative  

 

Table D56 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860911-07 

Presenting A 

Presuming he, the, him 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 168 

 

Table D57 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860911-08 

Presenting A 

Presuming The 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D58 

Resources used for tracking the participants 860911-09 

Presenting A 

Presuming The, they 

Possessive Her, their 

Comparative  

 

Table D59 

Resources used for tracking the participants 861002-10 

Presenting An 

Presuming who, the, both, they, them 

Possessive her, their 

Comparative  

 

Table D60 

Resources used for tracking the participants 861016-11 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, he, them 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D61 

Resources used for tracking the participants 861204-12 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, he 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  
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Table D62 

Resources used for tracking the participants 861211-13 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, he, him 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D63 

Resources used for tracking the participants 861218-14 

Presenting A 

Presuming both, they, them, the 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D64 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870101-01 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, they, whom, who, he 

Possessive her, his, himself 

Comparative Another 

 

Table D65 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870122-02 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming the, they, she, whose, them 

Possessive her, their 

Comparative  

 

Table D66 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870129-03 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who, this (class), he, she 

Possessive her, himself 

Comparative  
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Table D67 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870604-04 

Presenting A 

Presuming we, the, they, he, she, him 

Possessive their, her, himself, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D68 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870604-05 

Presenting A 

Presuming he, the, them, they 

Possessive himself, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D69 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870618-06 

Presenting A 

Presuming He 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D70 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870626-07 

Presenting  

Presuming He 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative Another 

 

Table D71 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870702-08 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, they, he 

Possessive his, himself, her 

Comparative this, some one 
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Table D72 

Resources used for tracking the participants 870924-09 

Presenting A 

Presuming she, the, who 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D73 

Resources used for tracking the participants 871015-10 

Presenting  

Presuming the, them, she 

Possessive whose, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D74 

Resources used for tracking the participants 871203-11 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, them 

Possessive his, their, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D75 

Resources used for tracking the participants 871203-12 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, she, they, the, him, you 

Possessive Her 

Comparative other (men) 

 

Table D76 

Resources used for tracking the participants 871231-13 

Presenting A 

Presuming she, the, who, he, whose 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  
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Table D77 

Resources used for tracking the participants 880107-01 

Presenting  

Presuming she, the, them 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D78 

Resources used for tracking the participants 880121-02 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, the 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D79 

Resources used for tracking the participants 880121-03 

Presenting An 

Presuming the, they, we, us 

Possessive her, their 

Comparative  

 

Table D80 

Resources used for tracking the participants 8880121-04 

Presenting an, a 

Presuming who, he, she 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D81 

Resources used for tracking the participants 880218-05 

Presenting A 

Presuming The 

Possessive  

Comparative  
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Table D82 

Resources used for tracking the participants 881006-06 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, the, they, them, him, he 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D83 

Resources used for tracking the participants 881229-07 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming the, he, she 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D84 

Resources used for tracking the participants 890112-01 

Presenting A 

Presuming Both 

Possessive his, himself 

Comparative  

 

Table D85 

Resources used for tracking the participants 890216-02 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming him, he, they, who, the 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative some (policemen) 

 

Table D86 

Resources used for tracking the participants 890601-03 

Presenting A 

Presuming who, the, this, both (ladies), they 

Possessive his, her, their 

Comparative  
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Table D87 

Resources used for tracking the participants 890615-04 

Presenting A 

Presuming they, the, who 

Possessive his, their 

Comparative another, one of (the bandits) 

 

Table D88 

Resources used for tracking the participants 890914-05 

Presenting A 

Presuming The 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D89 

Resources used for tracking the participants 890928-06 

Presenting  

Presuming the, him, he 

Possessive His 

Comparative  

 

Table D90 

Resources used for tracking the participants 891005-07 

Presenting an, a 

Presuming the, whose 

Possessive his, her 

Comparative  

 

Table D91 

Resources used for tracking the participants 891012-08 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who, she, him 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  
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Table D92 

Resources used for tracking the participants 891012-09 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D93 

Resources used for tracking the participants 891026-10 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who, they, she, it 

Possessive her, its 

Comparative  

 

Table D94 

Resources used for tracking the participants 891221-11 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, they, he, him 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  

 

Table D95 

Resources used for tracking the participants 900111-01 

Presenting a, an 

Presuming the, she 

Possessive Her 

Comparative  

 

Table D96 

Resources used for tracking the participants 900614-02 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, them 

Possessive his, their 

Comparative  
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Table D97 

Resources used for tracking the participants 900719-03 

Presenting A 

Presuming The 

Possessive her, their 

Comparative  

 

Table D98 

Resources used for tracking the participants 900719-04 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, them, him 

Possessive  

Comparative  

 

Table D99 

Resources used for tracking the participants 901011-05 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, who, she, them 

Possessive their, her 

Comparative another (sanguinary wretch) 

 

Table D100 

Resources used for tracking the participants 901213-06 

Presenting A 

Presuming the, she, he 

Possessive her, his 

Comparative  

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S ROLE AS VICTIMS AND VICTIMIZERS IN THE YELLOW PRESS 177 

 

Appendix E 

#Lancsbox analysis 

Table E1 

ADJECTIVES 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 

 

Figure E1 
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Table E2 

NOUNS 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 5 Lemma 

 

Figure E2 
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Table E3 

VERBS 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 5 Lemma 

 

Figure E3 
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Table E4  

SHE 

  

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 79 

 

Figure E4 
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Table E5 

N° Verb Total 

1 Take 5 

2 Return 4 

3 Die 3 

4 Expire 3 

5 Follow 3 

6 Leave 3 

7 Live 3 

8 Lie 3 

9 Remove 3 

10 Say 3 

  

Table E6 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Husband 3 4 7 

2 Woman 0 5 5 

3 Day 1 3 4 

4 Hospital 1 3 4 

5 Victim 2 1 3 

6 Condition 0 3 3 

7 Place 1 3 4 
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Figure E5 
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HER 

Table E7  

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 5 Lemma 221 

 

Figure E6 

  

 

Table E8 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Several 2 3 5 

2 Own 6 1 7 

3 Dead 5 1 5 

 

Figure E7 
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Table E9 

N° Verb Total 

1 Take 14 

2 Inflict 13 

3 Kill 10 

4 Strike 9 

5 Beat 8 

6 Murder 8 

7 Make 5 

8 Return 5 

9 Stab 5 

  

Table E10  

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Husband 21 2 23 

2 Head 6 8 14 
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3 Heart 3 2 5 

4 Body 5 2 7 

5 Clothing 4 1 5 

6 Daughter 1 9 10 

7 Death 4 1 5 

8 Ground 3 2 5 

9 Guilt 6 1 7 

10 Hospital 2 5 7 

11 House 5 2 7 

12 Injuries 3 2 5 

13 Man 4 2 6 

14 Mother 8 5 13 

15 Murderer 7 2 9 

16 Paramour 5 2 8 

17 throat 3 4 7 

18 Victim 3 7 10 

19 Wife 1 7 8 

20 Woman 1 7 8 

 

Figure E8 
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FEMALE 

Table E11 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 1 Lemma 8 

 

Figure E9 

 
Table E12 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Irate 0 1 1 

 

Figure E10 
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Table E13 

N° Verb Total 

1 Converse 1 

2 Drop 1 

3 Effect 1 

4 Entertain 1 

5 Murder 1 

6 Snatch 1 

7 Stand 1 

  

Table E14 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Rivals 1 0 1 

2 Occupants 1 0 1 

3 Devotee 1 0 1 

 

Figure E11 
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LADY 

  

Table E15 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 18 

 

Figure E12 

 
Table E16 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Young 0 2 2 

 

Figure E13 

  

Table E17 
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N° Verb Total 

1 Call 2 

  

Table E18 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Sunday 0 1 2 

2 Night 0 1 2 

 

Figure E14 

 

WOMEN 

Table E19 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 1 Lemma 6 

 

Figure E15 
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Table E20 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Terrible 0 1 1 

2 Young 0 1 1 

3 Heroic 0 1 1 

4 Other 0 1 1 

 

Figure E16 

 
Table E21 

N° Verb Total 

1 Appear 1 

2 Bind 1 

3 Intoxicate 1 

4 Strangle 1 

  

Table E22  

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Affairs 0 1 1 
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2 Men 0 1 1 

3 Man 0 1 1 

 

Figure E17 

  

 

WOMAN 

Table E18 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 85 

 

Figure E19 
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Table E24 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Poor 0 11 11 

2 Humble 2 0 2 

3 Wretched 0 2 2 

4 Injured 0 5 5 

5 young 0 6 6 

6 wounded 0 2 2 

7 Sick 0 2 2 

8 Jealous 1 1 2 

9 Dangerous 0 2 2 

 

Figure E20 
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Table E25 

N° Verb Total 

1 Find 9 

2 Live 5 

  

Table E26 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Body 1 5 6 

2 Night 1 4 5 

3 House 0 3 3 

4 Victim 0 3 3 

5 Hospital 4 0 4 
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Figure E21 

 

MOTHER 

Table E27 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 24 

 

Figure E22 
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Table E28 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Young 0 2 2 

 

Figure E 23 

 

Table E29 

N° Verb Total 

1 Convey 2 

2 Say 2 

3 Stab 2 

  

Table E30 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Men 0 2 2 

2 Husband 0 2 2 

3 House 1 1 2 

4 Boy 1 1 2 

5 Child 2 0 2 

 

Figure E24 
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DAUGHTER 

Table E31 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 1 Lemma 16 

 

Figure E25 

 
Table E32 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Jealous 1 1 2 
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2 Young 2 0 2 

3 Respectable 1 0 1 

4 well-educated 1 0 1 

5 Own 0 2 2 

 

Figure E26 

  

Table E33 

N° Verb Total 

1 Accompany 1 

2 Marry 1 

3 Murder 1 

4 Decline 1 

  

Table E34 

N° Noun Right Left Total 
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1 woman 2 0 2 

2 Accuser 0 1 1 

3 Behalf 1 0 1 

4 Evidence 1 0 1 

5 Frenchwoman 0 1 1 

 

Figure E27 

 

 

WIFE 

Table E35 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 48 
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Figure E28 

 
Table E36 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Young 0 2 2 

2 First 2 1 3 

3 Old 2 1 3 

 

Figure E29 

 

Table E37 
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N° Verb Total 

1 Murder 4 

2 Reside 3 

3 Shoot 3 

4 Beat 2 

  

Table E38 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Blood 0 2 2 

2 Death 1 1 2 

3 Husband 0 4 4 

4 Head 2 1 3 

5 Night 2 1 3 

6 House 0 2 2 

7 Revolver 1 1 2 

 

Figure E30 
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SISTER 

Table E39 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 1 Lemma 6 

 

Figure E31 

 
Table E40 
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N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Own 0 1 1 

 

Figure E32 

  

Table E41 

N° Verb Total 

1 Attack 1 

2 Beat 1 

3 Force 1 

  

Table E42 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Husband 0 1 1 

2 deceased 1 0 1 

 

Figure E33 

 

HERSELF  

Table E43 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 8 
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Figure E34 

 

Table E44 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Injured 0 1 1 

2 Inanimate 1 0 1 

3 Poor 1 0 1 

4 Numerous 1 0 1 

5 Few 1 0 1 
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Figure E35 

 

Table E45 

N° Verb Total 

1 Defend 2 

2 Bestir 1 

3 Stab 1 

  

Table E46 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Father 1 0 1 

2 Body 1 0 1 

3 Thieves 0 1 1 

 

Figure E36 
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MISS 

Table E47 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 1 Lemma 6 

 

Figure E37 

 
Table E48 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Certain 1 0 1 

 

Figure E38 

  

Table E49 

N° Verb Total 
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1 Demand 1 

2 kill 1 

3 Percibe 1 

4 run 1 

  

Table E50 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Daughter 1 0 1 

2 Evening 0 1 1 

3 Prisoner 0 1 1 

 

Figure E39 

 

  

DOÑA 

Table E51 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 1 Lemma 2 
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Figure E40 

 

Table E52 

N° Adjective Right Left Total 

1 Much 0 1 1 

 

Figure E41 

  

 

Table E53 

N° Verb Total 

1 Draw 1 

2 Resent 1 
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Table E53 

N° Noun Right Left Total 

1 Blood 1 0 1 

 

Figure E42 

  

DAYS OF THE WEEK 

 

Figure E43 
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Time of the day  

Figure E44 
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Table E45 

Gender* 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 18 
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Figure E46 

  

 

Table E55 

Span Context Statistics Threshold Unit Occurrences 

5<>5 7 01- Freq 2 Lemma 32 

  

Figure E47 

 


