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3 The Student Movements
to tansform the Chilean
Market-Oriented Education
Systeml

Cristián. Bellei, Cristian Cabalin, and Víctor
Orellana

One of the most important changes in the Chilean political system in recent
decades was the establishment of automatic registration and voluntary vot-
ing in 201,2. Its political objective was to increase youth participation in
elections, which had been low since democracy was restored in 1990. The
lack of electoral participation among youth was explained during the 1990s
as an expression of general apathetic behavior, and young people were con-
sidered "the 'whatever'generation" (La generación "No estoy ni ahí") due
to their supposed apolitical attitudes and limited motivation to be involved
in public affairs (Moulián 2002; MuñozTamayo 201,1,). Despite their disin-
terest in electoral and partisan politics, there is evidence that Chilean youth
had profound criticisms of society (Duarte Quapper 2000) and a high level
of interest in public and social problems, especially those related to inequity
and arbitrary discrimination issues (Schulz et al. 2010).

The dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet (1,973-1,990) fiercely implemented
a process of de-politicization and demobilization of Chilean society and
contributed to apathy among youth. Moreover, in 1980, a comprehensive
neoliberal reform in Chile restructured the national education system and
the delivery of social services. As a result of this reorganization, social ser-

vices such as health care, pensions, and education began to be delivered by
market dynamics and private companies, and the public sphere was seen as

increasingly less relevant, further diminishing the will for political participa-
tion.After1990,thepolitica1proceSSwasincreasinglyisolated'fromtherest
of the societ¡ and the democratic governments that followed the dictator-
ship did not emphasize the creation of new spaces for social organization
and participation (De la Maza 2010; PNUD 1998; Mouliáo 2002; Ruiz
Encina 2015; Huneets 201.6).



Washington, DC: Center for Uni-
7F97HK2PO

fot Ciuil Society Studies. http:tlgp-
ZNavigating-the-Future-Making-

PSA-§Torking-Paper.pdf

Contributors

Cristián Bellei is an associate researcher at the Center for Advanced
Research in Education, and an associate professor in the Sociology
Department, both at the University of Chile' His research areas include
educational polic¡ school effectiveness, and school improvement. He has

published extensively about Chilean education in numerous academic
journals. Among his most recent publications is "The Choice of School as

a Sociological Phenomenon. A Review of the Literatwe" (201.7, Reuista

Brasileira de Educagáo with Victor Orellana, Sebastian Caviedes, and

Mariana Contreras). A sociologist from the University of Chile, he holds
a doctorate in education and a master's degree in international education
policy from Harvard University.

Cristian Cabalin is an assistant professor at the Institute of Communica-
tion and Image and an associate researcher at the Center for Advanced
Research in Education, both at the University of Chile. He is also a

researcher at the Universidad Central de Chile. As a journalist, he has

been a contributor to the electronic newspaper El Mostrador; the maga-

zi:ne Rocinante; and the newspap ers The Guardian (England) and Milen-
lot (Mexico). A recent publication is "The Mediatization of Educational
Policies in Chile: The Role of the Media in a Neoliberal Education Field"
(in Neeus Media and tbe Neoliberal Priuatization of Education, ed. Zane
'§7ubbena, Derek Ford, and Brad Porfilio,201'6,Information Age Pub-

lishing). He holds a doctoral degree in educational policy studies from
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a master's degree in
anthropology from the University of Chile.

Regina Cortina is a professor of education in the Department of Interna-

tional and Transcultural Studies at Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity. Her most recent book, Indigenous Education Policy, Equity,

and Intercubural [Jnderstanding in Latin America (201,7, Palgrave) is

a comparative study of policies designed to increase the educational

opportunities of Indigenous students, protect their rights to an educa-

tion inclusive of their cultures and languages, and improve their educa-

tion outcomes. Tbe Education of Indigenows Citizens in Latin America


