
 4 

Table of contents 

1. Introduction …………………………………………………………….. 1 

2. Approaches to the study of Communication Strategies …………... 4 

3. The study ………………………………………………………………. 9 

3.1. Theoretical and descriptive framework ……………………………   9 

3.1.1. Levelt’s model of communication ……………………………….. 10 

3.1.2. Poulisse’s taxonomy ……………………………………………… 14 

3.2. Objectives ……………………………………………………………. 17 

3.2.1. General objective …………………………………………………. 17 

3.2.2. Specific objectives ………………………………………………… 18 

3.3. Research questions ………………………………………………… 19 

3.4. Methodology …………………………………………………………. 19 

3.4.1. Subjects ……………………………………………………………. 19 

3.4.1.1. Selection of subjects …………………………………………… 20 

3.4.2. Elicitation of the data ……………………………………………... 21 

3.4.2.1. Task I …………………………………………………………….. 21 

3.4.2.2. Task II ……………………………………………………………. 22 

3.4.3. Processing of the data ……………………………………………. 24 

3.4.4. Criteria for the analysis of the data ……………………………... 25 

3.5. Discussion of results ……………………………………………….. 26 

3.5.1. Relationship between the nature of the task and the use of 

categories and subcategories of compensatory strategies …............. 26 

3.5.1.1. Task I: interview ………………………………………………… 26 



 5 

3.5.1.2. Task II: pictures …………………………………………………. 29 

3.5.1.2.1. Actions …………………………………………………………. 29 

3.5.1.2.2. Objects ………………………………………………………… 32 

3.5.2. Relationship between the level of communicative competence 

of L2 learners i.e., intermediate and advanced students, and the use 

of compensatory strategies ……………………………………………… 35 

3.5.3. Relationship between successful and less successful learners 

and the use of compensatory strategies ……………………………….  41 

4. Conclusions ……………………………………………………………. 45 

5. Bibliography ……………………………………………………………. 57 

6. Appendix ………………………………………………………………..  61 

6.1. Students’ marks ……………………………………………………... 61 

6.2. Codes and transcription conventions ……………………………... 61 

  

6.3. Questions and instructions given to the interviewers in task I …. 62 

6.4. Orthographic transcriptions of task I (interview) …………………. 64 

6.5. Instructions for task II (pictures) …………………………………… 95 

  

6.6. List of pictures showed in task II …………………………………... 96 

  

6.7. Pictures showed to the subjects in task II ………………………...  97 

  

6.8. Orthographic transcriptions task II (pictures) ……………………. 103 

 

6.9. Table of identification and classification of compensatory 

strategies in task I (interview) …………………………………………… 118 

 

6.10 Table of identification and classification of compensatory 

strategies in task II (pictures) …………………………………………… 129 

 


