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Instabilities of spin torque driven auto-oscillations of a ferromagnetic disk magnetized in plane
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The stability of the magnetization auto-oscillations of the ferromagnetic free layer of a cylindrical nanopillar
structure is studied theoretically using a classical Hamiltonian formalism for weakly interacting nonlinear waves,
in a weakly dissipative system. The free layer corresponds to a very thin circular disk, made of a soft ferromagnetic
material like Permalloy, and it is magnetized in plane by an externally applied magnetic field. There is a dc electric
current that traverses the structure, becomes spin polarized by a fixed layer, and excites the modes of the free layer
through the transfer of spin angular momentum. If this current exceeds a critical value, it is possible to generate
a large amplitude periodic auto-oscillation of a dynamic mode of the magnetization. We separate our theoretical
study into two parts. First, we consider an approximate expression for the demagnetizing field in the disk, i.e.,
Hp = —4m M,z or a very thin film approximation, and secondly we consider the effect of the full demagnetizing
field, where one sees important effects due to the edges of the disk. In both cases, as the applied current density
is increased, we determine the modes that will first auto-oscillate and when these become unstable to the growth
of other modes, i.e., their ranges of “isolated” auto-oscillation.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In 1996, Slonczewski [1] and Berger [2] simultaneously
discovered the spin transfer torque (STT), a phenomenon in
which angular momentum is transferred from a spin polarized
current to a ferromagnetic material. This phenomenon is
observable at a nanometric scale due to the amounts of current
necessary and its effect on the magnetization. Geometries
where STT has been observed are nanopillars, magnetic
multilayers with point contacts and nanoscale magnetic tunnel
junctions. Two qualitatively different types of magnetization
dynamics have been studied in relation with STT: induced
switching of the magnetization from one equilibrium state to
another [3-5], and nano-oscillators [6—8] that evidence auto-
oscillations due to a possible antidamping effect of the spin
torque. Both types of magnetization dynamics have potential
technological applications, like nonvolatile magnetic random
access memory (MRAM) [9,10] and tunable high-frequency
oscillators [11,12], respectively.

Nanopillars in a basic configuration consist of two ferro-
magnetic layers separated by a metallic spacer. One of the
ferromagnetic layers is called the fixed layer, engineered so that
the magnetization remains at an equilibrium configuration and
that will spin polarize a current that runs through the device.
Then the emergent spin polarized current goes through the
metallic spacer that uncouples both ferromagnets, and finally
through the so-called free layer made of a soft ferromagnet,
influencing its magnetization dynamics via transference of
angular momentum.

In this study, we are interested in the magnetization
dynamics of the free layer, in particular when it acts as a
nano-oscillator. Many works [13—16] have used the macrospin
approximation to study the free layer dynamics, i.e., they
study the nonlinear dynamics of the uniform magnetization
mode, assuming that the magnetization dynamics does not
develop nonuniform features. These macrospin studies have
had successful in explaining some features of experimental
results [17-19], but there are other features that require
consideration of nonuniform deviations [20-22]. In particular,
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for nano-oscillators excited into auto-oscillations by spin
torque, the amplitudes of oscillation may be large, attaining a
point where they become unstable to the growth of nonuniform
modes.

In this study, we first analyze the stability of a uniform
periodic auto-oscillation, when the free layer is a thin circular
disk magnetized in plane with the aid of a uniform magnetic
field applied in plane in a particular direction, using a model
for the dynamics of a very thin soft ferromagnetic circular
disk disregarding edge effects (the demagnetizing field is
approximated by its very thin film limit), and we study the
thresholds of instability of nonuniform modes in terms of
the parameters of the problem: mainly the current density,
applied magnetic field and radius of the disk. The values
of these parameters are quite relevant for the magnetization
dynamics. The model considers a description of the dynamics
in terms of amplitudes of excitations, following a standard
Hamiltonian formalism [23-27]. An advantage of the model is
that a theoretical analysis of the magnetization dynamics and
the thresholds can be done, leading to a better understanding
of when and how the macrospin solution becomes unstable.
By doing separate numerical checks of the dynamics, we
corroborate the theoretical results of the model. Similar
studies have been done when the applied magnetic field is
perpendicular to the plane of the disk [28,29].

Secondly, we improve the theoretical model by consid-
ering the full demagnetizing field within the very thin disk
approximation. This allows to better understand the finite size
effects of a ferromagnetic disk of nanometric dimensions. We
determine the nonuniform equilibrium magnetization under
an in plane applied magnetic field, and the linear dynamic
modes on top of this configuration, that do agree with previous
micromagnetic simulations [30,31]. Within this improved
model the previous uniform mode becomes quasiuniform, it
still has the lowest frequency, but at small radii, there is a
mode of edge character with a frequency very close to the
latter one. Indeed, this edge mode has a lower critical current
than the quasiuniform mode, thus we studied the range of
current densities under which it auto-oscillates in isolation,
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FIG. 1. Representation of a nanopillar and the torque by spin
transfer. The electrons are polarized in the fixed layer, go through the
spacer, and then produce a torque on the magnetization of the free
layer.

and the current under which it becomes unstable to the growth
of the quasiuniform mode.

The manuscript is organized as follows. In Sec. II, the model
of magnetization dynamics with simplified demagnetizing
field is presented; in Sec. III, we develop theoretical results on
instability that follow from the simple version of the model,;
Sec. IV shows applications and numerical results of the simple
model; Sec. V shows results for the model with an exact
demagnetizing field. Finally, in Sec. VI, we conclude.

II. MODEL, SIMPLER VERSION

The device under study is a nanopillar of circular cross
section. In particular, we study the magnetization dynamics of
its free layer, which is a thin ferromagnetic disk magnetized in
plane. We consider that a spin polarized current runs through
the disk, perpendicular to its plane (CPP geometry). The
nanopillar is formed by two ferromagnetic layers separated by
a metallic spacer. There is a “fixed” ferromagnetic layer with
magnetization in the & direction (see the geometry in Fig. 1)
that serves as spin polarizer for the current that traverses the
device. Due to the presence of the spacer, which has to have a
certain width, we neglect the Ruderman-Kittel-Kasuya-Yosida
(RKKY) interaction between both ferromagnetic layers [32].

We consider that there is a uniform external magnetic
field applied in the plane of the free layer (H,), in direction
X. First, we will approximate the dipolar field by its main
term in an infinite very thin ferromagnetic film, i.e., H D=
—4m M, Z, assuming that we are dealing with very thin disks
(neglected terms are of order i/R). Indeed, we assume that
the magnetization is uniform over the thickness of the film,
ie., M = M(p) with p = x£ + y$, and in particular we do
calculations for free layers of Permalloy (exchange length
of 5.7 nm) of thickness # = 5 nm and radius R = 50 nm.
Considering the effect of the Zeeman, dipolar and exchange
interactions, and the previous approximations, the equilibrium
configuration corresponds to a uniform magnetization in the
direction of the applied field. The free energy that we consider
takes the form H = [ WdV, with W the free energy density:

W=—HM +2tM+A > (Vme)’. (1)
a={x,y,z}
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A 1is the exchange constant of the free layer material,
M the saturation magnetization, and m = M /M, a scaled
magnetization with norm one (m? = 1). We have neglected an
anisotropy energy density since we have a soft ferromagnet
in mind, like Permalloy. Thus the effective field associated
with this free energy takes the form: I:Ieff = —87—[/81\71 =
H.% — 4w M. + AV?m. In order to study, the magnetization
dynamics of the free layer, we use the Landau-Lifshitz
equation (LL). In addition to the torques associated with
the previously mentioned terms (Zeeman, dipolar, exchange),
we consider the spin transfer torque associated to the spin
polarized current in the form proposed by Slonczewski [33]
(in a simple form), and a damping torque in its Landau-Lifshitz
phenomenological form [34]. A scaled LLS equation then
takes the form:

dm - S s P
— = —m X hegg —am X (m X heg)
dt/ ——— —
precession dissipation
+ BJi x (7 X Migy) - )

spin transfer torque

Nondimensional quantities have been introduced: ¢ =
lyl4mr Mt (]y| is the absolute value of the gyromagnetic
ratio), iieff = ﬁeff/4ﬂMs, and o is the phenomenological
damping constant. Also, B = 2mhe /(4w My)*eh [26] (e is
the polarization factor between O and 1, e is the electron
charge, and h the thickness of the free layer, that in the
following, we consider fixed), J is the current density, and
max = X is the direction of spin polarization of the current.
We also introduce nondimensional frequencies w, through
w = Q/|y|4r M, with  in rad/s.

The previous LLS equation maintains dynamically the
restriction m? = 1. Also, since the equilibrium magnetization
in this model is m = £, it is convenient to introduce two
complex variables a(p,t) and a*(p,t) that do describe the
magnetization dynamics via a classical Holstein-Primakoff
transformation [35,36]. a and a* represent a dynamic pertur-
bation of the equilibrium, and they are the classical analogs of
the spin wave annihilation and creation operators of quantum
mechanics. The transformation of variables corresponds to

my=1—aa* )
m, = (a —a*)\/2 —aa*/2i & a= M 3)
’ V1 +my
m; = (a+a*)/2 —aa*/2

The temporal evolution of the variable a satisfies by the
chainruleia = ida/dt' = i(da/dnt) - m, and similarly for a*.
Thus, due to this simple dependence on 71, the dynamics of
the complex variables a and a* can be obtained through the
LLS equation (2) as

U
ia = + F, (4a)
da*
)
iat = __Z/l — F*. (4b)
da

The first term associated with the normalized free energy
U = H/4mr M? corresponds to the conservative precession
dynamics in the effective field, and the second term associated
with F corresponds to the dynamics associated with the
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Slonczewski spin transfer torque and the Landau-Lifschitz
damping. Thus Eqgs. (4a) and (4b) have a Hamilton’s form
(conservative precessional terms) plus nonconservative terms.
The different contributing terms can be separated as U =
Uz +Up + U and F = Fgis + Fyr, With

Uy = —h, /(1 —aa*)dV, (5a)
1 *
Up = Z/(a +a*)2<1 - %)dv, (5b)

- S 1 - -
Uy = lgxf {Va .Va* + 2 [a2(w*)2 + a*z(Va)2j|

b Saaplav (5¢)
——[V(aa ,
8(2 — aa*)
with h, = H, /47w M, and lex = \/A/27 M? the exchange
length. And
CTU (8—4lal+la*\  SU ,( |a]* —4
Fo = i B B IOV B I
dis la|:8a*( far—8 )T s \aur—s
(6a)
Fu = i,BJa(l _ “; ) (6b)

Furthermore, in order to describe the dynamics in variables
suitable to the geometry of the thin disk, we introduce a change
of variables from the fields a(g,t"),a*(p,t') to the variables
anmj(t'),a, j(t/), which are the coefficients of a Bessel functions
series expansion, as follows:

oo oo
a(p,t') = Nooaoo) + Y Y Nujamj(t') I (icmip)e™,

m=—o00 j=l1
(N

with p and ¢ polar coordinates related to the center of the disk.
We also assume that the boundary conditions on the edges of
the disk correspond to free spins [37], meaning null normal
derivatives of the magnetization on the surfaces of the sample,
i.e., in this case, the radial derivatives of the magnetization
are null at p = R, with R the radius of the disk. The latter is
satisfied if the k,,; are such that J; (k,,; R) = 0, meaning that
Kmj = Xmj/R, with x,,; the j™ zero of J (x). This series is
complete in the mathematical sense, and orthonormal:

[ AV iy 2 = 18,80
®)
ani(®) = Ny [ AVaG.00Ctsp/ R 9)
The normalization coefficients take the following form:

Noo = 1/3/V,
Nuj = 1/ =TI T Hom )V -

These coefficients were chosen in this way so that the
transformation from a,a* to the aj,a). were canonical

(10a)
(10b)

*
mj
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(considering only the conservative part of the equations). Thus
the equations of motion in the new variables take the canonical
form with extra terms associated with dissipation and the spin
torque term:

ou
lam} = q. x + ]:111/'7 (lla)
' da,,; '
ik ou .
I (Fu)* (11b)

with Fyuj = Nyj [ dV F Jy(xXmjp/R)e™ ™.

III. THEORETICAL RESULTS, SIMPLER MODEL

A. Spin wave modes of the equilibrium configuration

The equations of motion satisfied by the linear spin wave
modes of the uniform equilibrium configuration correspond to
Egs. (11a) and (11b) excluding the damping and spin torque
terms, and follow from the energy I/ approximated to quadratic
order in the coefficients a,,;. Indeed, to this order I/ ~ U @),
with

. 1
u(2) = Z [(hx + hg(j)|amj|2 + Z'(amj + (_l)maimj”z}’
mj

12)

with h'g{ = (ijleX/R)z. From Egs. (11a), (11b), and (12), one
obtains

i amj — Amj (_1)mij Amj
a*,,; ~(=1"B,;  —Aw )\,

= M(a‘f;"f ) (13)

—mj

with A,,; = h, +he{ +1/2 and B,,; = 1/2. It means that
to this order the variables a,; and aﬁmj correspond to
two coupled harmonic oscillators. Through the following
Bogoliubov transformation [24,38], this problem may be
diagonalized:

1
A j — Pmj (_ 1 )m Vmj bfnj)
afmj (=" Vimj Pmj bifl)
1)
=N bm' — b(l? ,Omj
=N ) =1,

@ ((=1)"vp;
+bmj< o f), (14)
ie.,
—1 _ a)mj 0
NN = () ), ()
with
Amj + Wi j Amj — Wpyj
i = | — i = | —— 16
Pmj Za)mj bmj Zwm_,- ( )

nj =42 = B2, =\ (s + W) (h, + 2 +1). (17)
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FIG. 2. Frequencies as a function of applied magnetic field for
the first four linear modes of the ferromagnetic disk. For a given
applied field, the frequency grows for modes with more angular and
radial oscillations. Here, w has no dimensions and €2 has dimensions
of rad/s.

There is an analogous transformation to Eq. (14) for the

complex conjugates of those variables, i.e., for a,’;j 2 A_mj, pD*

mj ?
2 .« . . . .
and bfn;*. This is a canonical transformation, and the equations

of motion in the new variables are

ib,) = U /3D, = wyb),), (18a)
iby) = 0U/Ob" = —wpiby). (18b)

which have as solutions

by (1) = by exp(—iwn;t)),  by)(t) = b, expliog;t’).
(19)

with ,,; the normalized frequencies of the normal modes
of the disk [Eq. (17), wnj = Quj/|y 147w M;]. The frequencies
increase with the number of radial and angular oscillations of
the modes that grow with the indices j and m, as a consequence
of the exchange interaction. In Fig. 2, we show a graph of the
frequencies as a function of the applied field for the first four
modes.

The corresponding shape of the modes follows via Egs. (7)
and (14), noticing that a,,; and a_,; follow as complex
conjugates of the expressions in Eq. (14). If one considers

that only the mode (1) exists, and taking b?n(}) as real, one gets

m; = bgfjl)ﬁNm/ Jm(Km]p)(pm/ + ij)COS(mqb - CL)mjt/),

my = b N 2Ny T )i — Vmj) sin(mep — jt”).
(20)

0(2)

And if only the mode (2) exists, and with b, y real:

0(2)
mj

my = bgg)\/szij(ijP)(ij - ij) Sin(md) + wmjt/)'
(21

m; = b N 2N J (K Y (Pmj + Vimj) COS(MP + Wit

Thus these are modes stationary in the radial direction, but
that do rotate anticlockwise or clockwise with respect to the
angular direction.
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If one considers dissipation and the effect of the spin
transfer torque, the linear equations (13) lead to

iamj = (1 —ia)(Amjam; + ij(—l)maimj) +ifJan;,
(22)
and to a similar equation for iaimj. The equation corre-
sponding Eq. (18a) in the variables bf,}j’.z) is given by this
latter equation with the addition of a term F7, i = PmjFmj —
Umj(—1)" F_,,;* in the right-hand side (and a similar equation
for bfj}). The solution to these equations is

W\ o = @Anj=BD [ 0 —iwgt | 50 o By it
b)) ~e e +ldmj_2a)mje )

mj

b(z?(t’) ~ g~ @Anj=B)Y <d0 lomit’ _ i 0 A“ij eiw,,,,t’)
~ mj Py .

Considering low dissipation, i.e., « < 1, we may approximate

Dy o 0 —iwgjt’ — (@A, —BIY
b,,; (1) = c,, e "t e ,

bil(t') ~ df e e~ @An =PI (24)

Thus one observes that the spin torque term may act as
antidamping, and it leads to auto-oscillations of the mode
(m,j) when it compensates the damping at a critical current
density J,ff;‘ =aA,;/B. The lowest critical current density
corresponds to the macrospin or uniform mode, with J&gi‘ =
aAgo/B = a(h, + 1/2)/B. These auto-oscillations of the sys-
tem can be observed in a range of the applied magnetic
field [39,40].

B. Study of the macrospin mode to nonlinear order

As seen in the previous linear analysis of the modes,
the macrospin mode enters into an auto-oscillatory regime
if the current density exceeds the critical value Ji' = a(h, +
1/2)/B,1i.e., it exists as an undamped periodic solution. As the
current density increases the amplitude of oscillation of the
macrospin increases and it will be limited by nonlinear terms.
Indeed, the macrospin becomes a periodic nonlinear solution
to the equations of motion, which has been studied by several
authors [41-45]. In this section, we will present the macrospin
solution within the framework of our model. It satisfies the
following exact equation [it follows from Eqgs. (4a)—(6b)]:

.dag
i
dt’

= (I —i)[(hy +1/2)aco + agy/2] + iBJag

— ao(ady + Haoo* + 3agy’) /8
+iaagolhylagl*/2 + (3 — lag|*)ao + agy)*/8]
—iBJaglagl|*/2. (25)

In the absence of damping and spin torque, a static solution
to this equation is ags = 0, i.e., m, = 1. We will study the
macrospin solution that starts close to ap; = 0 and that grows
to nonlinear order and becomes auto-oscillatory in the presence
of damping and STT. In order to do so, we introduce the fol-
lowing linear change of variables, agpp = pooboo — Voobyy,, With
Poo = ~/(Aoo + @00)/2w00, Voo = +/(Ago — woo)/2wo0, Ao =
hy +1/2, By = 1/2, and woy = +/h(h, + 1). Neglecting
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nonresonant terms [this approximation is called rotating wave
approximation (RWA)] [46,47], the equation of motion of
motion for by, becomes

iboo = (woo — 2A00A21boo|*)boo
—iaAg(1 — A lbool* + Azlbool Yoo
+iBJ (1 — Aslbool*)boo, (26)
with A, A,, and Aj functions of the applied field (all positive):

_ (Ao + 3Boo)(Ago — Boo)

A (27a)
] 2Agowoo

Boo (2A¢0 — Boo)(Agp — B

Ay — Boo (2A00 00)§ 00 00)’ 27b)
A()() 46()00
A

Ay = 0 (27¢)
2&)00

These previous expressions have been obtained in previous
works, like for example Ref. [42], but the nonlinear correction
to order 5 in the dissipation is new.

We search for a nonlinear periodic auto-oscillatory solution
of Eq. (26), of the form

boo = bye """, (28)

with bgo a constant, and we obtain

1
16%|” = m[(Al/Ag —J/J0)
i\/(Al/As —J/J)? —4Ax(1 — J/Jc)/Ag],
(29)
o = (w0 — 2A0042|b%[), (30)

with J. =aAg/B the critical current density. Thus we
found an approximate uniform auto-oscillation solution whose
frequency diminishes with its amplitude from its linear value
woo-

The nonlinear solution of Egs. (28)—(30) exists in a certain
range of the parameter space (J,h,). The range of existence
of this solution is associated with imposing (i) that b}, % s
real and greater than zero and (ii) that the magnitude of the
components of 7 remain in the physical range (in magnitude
lower than one). Indeed imposing m,.(t) = 1 — |a|> > —1 one
gets |1780|2 < 2wgo/ (hy + sin®(woot”)) for all ¢/, which leads to
163> < 2w00/(hx + 1), i.e., an upper bound for |bJ,|*: we will
see that this leads to a maximum current density J C(l)(hx) for
each applied field #,.

The analysis of the previous two conditions leads to differ-
ent allowed solutions depending on the value of the applied
field &,.. We will present the different possibilities of solutions
fixing the value of h, at particular ranges and considering
the current density to be variable. The ranges of h, are
associated with two special values, 1)) = 1/4 and h? which
is a solution to the equation (h?)? +h® —1/2 = 0. About
the origin of these special 4, field values. (i) If one studies the
magnitude of the oscillatory solutions at J = J,, two solutions
are obtained [b)y)> =0 and b, = (A1/A3 — 1)(A3/Ay).
The second solution is valid for A; /A3 > 0, i.e., if h, > 1/4,
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thus one defines 4" = 1/4, which corresponds to A;/A3 =
1 (H)EI) = 2500 Oe for Permalloy). Notice that A;/A; =
he(he +2)/(hy +1/2)*:forh, < 1/4 — A;/A3 < 1, andfor
hy>1/4— A|/A; > 1.

(i) If one studies the magnitude of the oscillatory so-
lutions at J = 0, one obtains as solution |b80|2 =[A £

,/A% —4A,]/(2A,), that exists if A% —4A, > 0. The con-
dition A7 —4A, = 0 leads to the condition (h?)* + h(» —
1/2 =0and to h'¥ >~ 0.42 (H® ~ 4200 Oe for Permalloy).
Notice that the square root in Eq. (29) is imaginary if
Ja(hy) < J < Ju(hy), with Jg(hy) < Ju(hye) < Je(hy):

Ju,d = (JC/A3)
X[A; —242/A35 £2/(1 — A1/A3)A; + (A2/ A3)*].
31

The ranges of the applied field &, associated to the existence or
not of macrospin solutions of the type of Eq. (28) are (1) i, <
hV. For current densities below J. in the range J, < J < J..,
there are no solutions that satisfy condition (i). Also J; < 0,
meaning that there are no solutions between 0 < J < J,. The
static equilibrium state m, = 1 is stable for 0 < J < J.. For
J > J.,the state m,, = 1 becomes unstable, and the macrospin
solution (28)—(30) is a stable periodic dynamic solution (a limit
cycle), with its oscillation amplitude growing and its frequency
diminishing with an increasing applied current density (there
is the limiting upper current density J{ already mentioned).
Figure 3(a) reflects this case.

2) h&l) < h, < hf). In the region J, < J < J., there
are two branches of solutions of the macro spin type (28)
corresponding to the &+ signs of Eq. (29) (we will show that
the (—) branch is unstable). Here, again J; < 0, so there are
no solutions for 0 < J < J,. For J > J,, there is only one
macrospin solution branch (+4), and notice that at J = J,
the amplitude |b80| is already finite. For J < J., the uniform
equilibrium state m, = 1 is stable, and becomes unstable for
J > J.. Figure 3(b) reflects this case.

(3) hy > h'?. There is a region with 0 < J < J; where

there is a real and positive macrospin solution for |b80|2, but
it is nonphysical since its amplitude of oscillation goes over
the upper bound mentioned in (ii), as can be seen in Fig. 3(c).
For other current densities, the analysis is the same as for
hY < h, < h'® (the value of 1 is associated with J; = 0).

In Figs. 3(a)-3(c), we note that when varying the control
parameter &, different types of Hopf bifurcations are seen:
when h, < 1/4 the bifurcation is supercritical, and when &, >
1/4 the bifurcation is subcritical [48].

In Fig. 4, we show a comparison between the approximate
macrospin solution of Egs. (28)—(30) and a simulation of the
exact macrospin equations written in spherical coordinates, for
two different applied fields %, : the agreement is better for the
lower h, case.

C. Interaction of the uniform auto-oscillation with the
nonuniform modes

The auto-oscillation of the macrospin starts over a critical dc
current, a problem of interest is to determine its stability with
respect to the growth of nonuniform magnetization features.
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FIG. 3. Amplitude of oscillation of the macrospin mode as a
function of the current density from Eq. (29), for different ranges of
applied field. (a) &, < 1/4. The graph corresponds to an applied field
hy =0.2. (b) KV < h, < h®. The graph corresponds to an applied
field &, = 0.4. In the region J, < J < J., the branch solutions =+ of
Eq. (29) are seen. (c) h, > h®. The graph corresponds to an applied
field 1, = 0.5. The horizontal line represents the maximum amplitude
that can have the macrospin oscillation, meaning that the solutions
close to J = 0 are nonphysical.

We do an analytic study of the stability of this uniform auto-
oscillation allowing it to attain large amplitudes and studying
the onset of exponential growth of nonuniform modes as the
dc current density is increased within the range of existence
of the auto-oscillation (the following analysis is valid for all
the branches of macrospin solutions already discussed). The
previously obtained macrospin periodic solution of Egs. (28)—
(30) is

it

af

o 0 ,—iof 0 * it
a* = poobyye — voobgy €' . (32)
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FIG. 4. Comparison between a simulation in spherical coordi-
nates of the macrospin (solid line) and the approximate solution of
Eqgs. (28)—(30) (dashed line). A projection of the magnetization in the
vz plane is shown for a period of oscillation, with (a) s, = 0.15 and
J=1.1J.,(0b)h, =025and J = 1.005/,.

Thus we consider a linear perturbation of it:

(33a)
(33b)

ag = a* + da,
apmj = Samj.

Thus, doing an expansion about a®® in Eq. (11a) one gets,
the following linear dynamic equation for da,,; in terms of
;i

day; and da*
dda,,; 0 ou
i Ay ~ + Fonj
dt’ 0ap; Ba:lj

0 ou
[ )]
8a_mj Bamj

(given the structure of U/ only the terms da,,; and éa”,, ; exist

on the right-hand side). The previous equation takes the form:
i8am; = (Amj + Cnj@™))ay;
+[Buj + Duj(@)(—1)"8a”,,;
+i[BJ — aApj + Enj(@®)]dan;
+il—aBy; + Fyj(@)l(—=1)"8a’,,;, (35)

with the coefficients A,,; — F,,; given in the Appendix A 1.
Doing the change of variables of Eqgs. (14)—(17), one obtains
from Eq. (35) (and from the analogous form for da*,, j) the

(S(ij

a®©

da’* (34)

—mj?

a®©

following equation for [)ﬁi}, that couples b;lj) and bfj}:
ib,) = [wn;b},) — i(@Ay; — BI)b,) — iaB,;(—1)"b}))]
+[Gj(@™) + i Hyj(@™)1by,)
+ Ui (@) + i T (@) (—1)" by, (36)

with an analogous equation for b,(jj) The first term in brackets
corresponds to the part without interaction with the macrospin
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(already analysed for the linear modes), and the second part
includes the interaction with the macrospin via nonlinear terms
dependent on its amplitude. The functions G, Hyj, Lnj,
and J,,; are evaluated at a® of Eq. (32), and are detailed in
Appendix A 2.

Now, based on the linear solution of Eq. (24), the following
change of variables is done:

1) _ 30 —iwpjt ,—(Apnj—BJI)N
by (1) = by (et e @RI, 37)
o @ 20D 1 et :
and similarly for b,,;(¢"). Then b, ;"(¢') satisfies the equation

iby) =[G (@) +iH,j(a")lb,;’

mj

+ [Irnj(aa0)+ljmj(aa0)]( l)mbO(Z) 2wyt

mj

— i By (—1)" by een" (38)

and there is a similar equation for bo(z) (t"). We search for a

solution in which b?n(})(t ), bgsz)(t ) vary slowly in time, thus
we can neglect terms of Eq. (38) that have coefficients that
vary rapidly [46,47] (terms like %" or e=%“"" for example).
Following this idea, we use the constant terms of G,;(a*) and
Hm ;(@*), and the terms proportional to e=%"" in I,,;(a*) and

Jnj(a®), and we obtain the following approximate equation
for b2, b2

mj ° “mj
.7 0(1) (1)
iy =Gy + iy |bG [y
Uy + 3 by (— 1"y e (39)

. . , ,
with the expressions for G,,; — J,,;

(2))

mj

given in Appendix A3

(there is a similar equation for b
0(1) bO(Z)

The solution to the system of equations for b, ",

b()(l) uojel(wmj w)t eymj , (40)

with

Y = £ 1,1

H,; |68 (1)

+|Jri1j|2)|b80‘4—(wm]—w+G’ |66 )

Since we are looking for instabilities, we take the (+) sign

in the previous solution, and the solution for the mode bfﬂlj)
takes the form

b(l)(t)_uo et(wm, w)t’ eVm/ e —iwp;t’ (OtAmj—ﬁJ)f

mj

_ 0 i Lyt
umje e

7(0{Am,-7ﬁ])t" (42)

i.e., it oscillates with the same frequency w as the macrospin

Then, the mode b,(,}j) will have an exponential growth if y,,,;

aA,j —pBJ,or
VL4 7] = (n = 0+ Gy |15
> @Ay — BJ — Hjy; B[, (43)

a condition that will be analyzed in the following.
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FIG. 5. (a) Graph of the threshold current density at which
nonuniformities of the magnetization start growing. The three curves
correspond to the first three modes to grow exponentially [(11),(21),
and (01)]. The lower segmented line corresponds to the current
at which the uniform mode starts auto-oscillation and the upper
segmented line corresponds to J. (b) Graph of the threshold
amplitude attained by the macrospin when the nonuniformities of
the magnetization start (first three nonuniform modes). The lower
segmented line corresponds to the minimum amplitude of oscillation
and the upper segmented line is associated with the maximum
amplitude possible.

IV. APPLICATIONS OF THE SIMPLER MODEL,
NUMERICAL RESULTS

In the following, we will show applications of the the-
oretical model and present some numerical results. For all
the plots that follow we will consider that the free layer is
made of Permalloy, with the following associated parameters:
4w M, = 10* Oe, I, = 5.7 nm, € = 0.17, and ¢ = 0.01.

A. Instabilities, examining theoretical results

The expression of Eq. (43) that establishes possible linear
exponential growth of nonuniform modes depends on the
current and magnetic field applied to the system. Thus, for
a given applied magnetic field, by solving the equality on
Eg. (43) a threshold dc current J™ can be found at which
the nonuniform mode (m, j) destabilizes. Figure 5(a) shows
J; for the three first nonuniform modes that go unstable. In
Fig. 5(b), we graph the amplitude that the macrospin has
at the point where the first three nonuniform magnetization
modes grow exponentially in this linear analysis. Notice that
we graph three nonuniform modes since there is evidence
in some systems [49-52] that these modes may stabilize via
nonlinear terms and coexist with an adjusted uniform mode.

Also, with Eq. (43) one can establish if the differ-
ent branches of the macrospin solutions that were found
[Egs. (28)—(30)] are stable or not with respect to uniform
perturbations. This can be done evaluating Eq. (43) for
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J

FIG. 6. Plot of the (£) branch solutions of Eq. (29) for the
amplitude squared of the macrospin periodic solutions of Eq. (28)
[(+), corresponds to the continuous line, and (—) to the segmented
line]. The dotted line is the instability line of Eq. (45).

(m,j) = (0,0), and it simplifies to

2

2
T30l [B00|~ > Ao — BT — Ho|bSo| ™ (44)

which gives an instability condition as follows:

1-J/J.
Il < 2 (45)
2

As discussed in Sec. IIIB for &, > 1/4 there are two
branches of macrospin solutions of the type of Eq. (28). In
Fig. 6, the latter limit curve of Eq. (45) is plotted and shows
that the lower (—) branch is unstable to uniform perturbations,
while the upper one (+) is stable. For h, < 1/4, the only
branch for J > J, is stable to uniform perturbations.

It is to be noted that since for &, > 1/4 the (4) branch
is stable and occurs at a gap in amplitude with respect to
the equilibrium uniform state: thus in Fig. 5(b), that plots
the amplitudes at instability of the nonuniform modes, one
sees a lower segmented curve for the allowed values of
|b80|2. The upper segmented curve is associated with the
upper bound mentioned in Sec. III B. From Fig. 5(a) one
infers that for h, > 1/4 a very small change of current
density leads to the nonuniform modes becoming unstable,
and this is occurring with an associated significant increase
in amplitude of oscillation [Fig. 5(b)]. Also, for fields higher
than &, =~ 0.28 the first nonuniform mode is always unstable.
The previous comment plus the high sensitivity to changes
in current density of Fig. 5(a) show that a practical limiting
applied field for stability of the uniform auto-oscillation is
approximately h, = 1/4, or H, = n M;.

Also, Fig. 6 shows the coexistence of two stable solutions
[the static equilibrium and the (4) branch] when the current
lies in the interval J, < J < J,, this occurs for h, > 1/4. To
first order in |b80|2, the difference in energy (averaged over
time) between the macrospin solution of the upper branch and
the static uniform solution is 47 MSZVa)|b80|2: this means that
for a field slightly over 4, = 1/4, and for a disk of a radius of
50 nm., this difference in energy may be much greater than the
thermal energy kg T, with 7' an ambient temperature. Thus, for
currents below the critical current J., there is range of fields
over h, = 1/4 where there is bistability in the system between
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FIG. 7. (a) Comparison of the theoretical and numerical threshold
current densities for the growth of the first nonuniform mode: points
are numerical data, and the curve the theoretical prediction of Eq. (43).
(b) Comparison of the theoretical and numerical threshold oscillation
amplitude for the growth of the first nonuniform mode. The segmented
curves have the same significance as those equivalent curves of
Figs. 5(a) and 5(b).

a periodic macrospin solution and the uniform static solution
(only for fields very close to &, = 1/4, one would see thermal
switching between these two states).

B. Instabilities, comparison with numerical simulations

The previous theoretical analysis of Sec. IIIC on the
instability of the macrospin due to growth of nonuniform
modes made use of some approximations like approximating
the exchange energy and the exclusion of nonresonant terms.
The objective of this section is to compare those approximate
theoretical results with numerical simulations that address the
growth of these nonuniform modes without using approxi-
mations of the underlying equations. Thus a system of three
coupled equations is studied numerically: one is Eq. (25) that
describes the exact dynamics of the macrospin (if uncoupled),
the others are the linearized equation (35) for §a,,; when the
macrospin amplitude agy = a“? has attained a large value, and
a similar one for éa* , i that follows from Eq. (35).

In order to find a numerical instability, we proceed by
solving the macrospin equation (25) as a function of a slowly
increasing dc current density J = J(¢) (in this way we are
in an adiabatically changing stationary periodic solution, and
we are also neglecting the influence of other modes on
the macrospin), and then with this macrospin solution we
numerically solve the mentioned equations for 8a,,; and 6a* i
Atthe moment# = 7 in which we evidence an unstable growth
of the nonuniform modes amplitudes, we establish as J(7) the
threshold current density for instability of the macrospin.

The following Fig. 7(a) shows a comparison between the
theoretical prediction for the current density threshold for the
growth of the first nonuniform mode versus the analogous
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FIG. 8. The solid curves represent, for different radii: R =
{50 nm,60 nm,70 nm}: (a) the threshold current density that
must be applied in order to start observing nonuniformities of the
magnetization in the free layer and (b) the threshold oscillation
amplitude that are attained by the macrospin when nonuniformities of
the magnetization start in the free layer. All the curves correspond to
the growth of the first nonuniform mode (m = j = 1). The segmented
curves have the same significance as those equivalent curves of
Figs. 5(a) and 5(b).

threshold obtained numerically: we see a similar behavior
between the numerical (in principle exact) and theoretical
(approximate) thresholds, with the numerical threshold being
lower. Figure 7(b) shows a comparison between the theoretical
prediction for the amplitude of oscillation threshold for the
growth of the first nonuniform mode, versus the analogous
threshold obtained numerically.

C. Instabilities, dependence with size

In this section we study the dependence of the instability
of the first nonuniform mode (m = j = 1) on the radius of
the disk, by maintaining its thickness constant at z = 5 nm. In
particular, the radii considered are R = {50 nm,60 nm,70 nm},
and we use parameters for Permalloy. The results are presented
in Figs. 8(a) and 8(b). In Fig. 8(a), it is seen that the smaller
the radius of the disk, the larger is the threshold dc current
density needed to de-stabilize the first nonuniform mode.
While in Fig. 8(b) it is seen that the smaller the radius of
the disk, the bigger the amplitude of oscillation of the uniform
mode that is reached when the nonuniformities appear [the
limiting segmented curves of Figs. 8(a) and 8(b) have the same
significance as those equivalent curves of Figs. 5(a) and 5(b)].

The dependence of the instability of the macrospin on the
disk’s size, or more specifically its radius, in this model comes
through the exchange field. As can be seen from Eq. (12),
Uex X (lex/R)*|@;|*, meaning that smaller radii effectively
increase the energy of non-uniform modes relative to the
uniform one, meaning the latter is more stable at smaller radii.
This is consistent with the idea that uniform magnetization
configurations are stabilized in samples of smaller sizes.

PHYSICAL REVIEW B 93, 224416 (2016)

V. A DISK WITH EDGE EFFECTS, EXACT
DEMAGNETIZING FIELD

The disk dynamics changes if one goes beyond the previous
model in which the demagnetizing field was approximated by
its main term —4m M, Z, or the very flat thin film limit. In the
following, we will consider the effect of the full demagnetizing
field, which introduces important edge effects: the smaller the
radius the more relevant these become. Notice that the full
demagnetizing field has contributions from surface charges as
well as volume charges. These new terms of the demagnetizing
field are proportional to the thickness 4 of the film, which in
this model is considered small. In the Appendix, we detail
the calculation of the different terms that contribute to the
averaged demagnetizing field over the thickness of the disk.
The calculation proceeds by determining the magnetostatic
potential via its integral representation in terms of surface and
volume charges, with the appropriate Green’s function written
in terms of an integral representation that involves Bessel
functions, Eq. (B2). We do not explicitly separate static and
dynamic components of the magnetization in the calculations
of demagnetizing fields presented in the Appendix.

In Ref. [53], the demagnetizing fields of uniform magne-
tization configurations in nonellipsoidal samples were calcu-
lated. Previous studies have calculated demagnetizing fields
in ferromagnetic very thin circular dots magnetized in plane,
with the aim to determine the spin wave modes of these dots.
We mention Ref. [54] where demagnetizing fields have been
calculated in an equivalent way through use of volume integral
representations: tensorial Green’s functions are used averaged
over the thickness of the dot, and the fields are calculated within
a basis that diagonalizes the exchange operator (it is a similar
basis to the one used in this work, i.e., written in terms of Bessel
functions); dynamic and static contributions of the dipolar
fields are separated, the equilibrium magnetization is consid-
ered uniform and the eigenvalue problem for the frequencies
in their basis is simplified by neglecting nondiagonal terms.
Also Refs. [55,56] present an approximate variational method
to determine the modes of very thin circular ferromagnetic
dots: they calculate demagnetizing fields via the same tensorial
Green’s functions averaged over the thickness of the dot, and
indeed use the integral representation of the basic kernel in
terms of Bessel functions, i.e., Eq. (B2); they approximate the
equilibrium configuration as uniform, use approximate forms
of the dynamic demagnetizing fields, introduce a model for
dipolar pinning, and they do variational calculations within
restricted trial sets.

A. Equilibrium configuration

With the demagnetizing field in its full form the equilibrium
magnetization is no longer fully aligned as m = £. In order to

calculate the equilibrium configuration, i.e., afyg., we need to
impose
ou
Ll =0 (46)
da,, i leq

with &/ now including the full demagnetizing energy U, which
is given in Egs. (B5)-(B13) of the Appendix. The previous
system of nonlinear equations, Egs. (46), was solved using an
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FIG. 9. Magnetization orientation in minimum energy configu-
rations of the disk: (a) 4, = 0.1 and (b) 0.2. In both cases, the
magnetization is in plane, i.e., m, = 0.

iterative method, that is, an extension of the Newton-Raphson
method [57,58]. Initially, one solves for the linear corrections
of the equilibrium, and then this solution is used as a first seed
of an iterative process that converges to the nonlinear solution.
We ﬁnd that the ae are real, that a =0if m is odd and

that a 75 Oifm is even Also, a4 —(—D"a’ m], leading
tom, = O

In Fig. 9, two equilibrium configurations are shown for two
different applied fields. They correspond to an almost aligned
magnetization configuration with some curvature that mimics
a bit the circular geometry of the disk: it occurs in order to
minimize magnetic surface charges on the edges of the disk,
and consequently the full energy of the system.

Notice that depending on the dimensions of the free layer, it
is known that the minimum energy configuration may be either
a vortex state or an almost saturated state in the plane or out of
the plane [59,60]. The dimensions used in this work, i.e., R =
50 nm and 4 = 5 nm only allow an equilibrium magnetization
almost saturated in the plane.

B. Linear dynamics

The linear magnetization dynamics in thin circular disks
has been studied in cases where the magnetizaton equilibrium
configuration corresponds to a vortex [61-64], or in a case
of almost saturation in plane [65]. There is a large difference
between the spatial profiles of the modes corresponding to the
previous two cases of equilibrium configurations with vortices
or quasisaturated states. The basis of Eq. (7) that we use to
describe the dynamics of the magnetization would describe
better the case of a vortex equilibrium configuration when
both the geometry and the magnetization state have circular
symmetry, but in our case of magnetization almost saturated
in plane in the direction of the applied magnetic field this
basis is still practical since it assures satisfying the boundary
conditions in the circular geometry although the magnetization
state breaks the circular symmetry.

In order to study the linear dynamics in the case of
full consideration of the demagnetizing field, the dynamic
equations without dissipation (11a) are approximated to linear
order by writing a,,; = a + Qpmj:

il = Z (An; T i i1+ B"” i) 47)

m/j/

PHYSICAL REVIEW B 93, 224416 (2016)

Wi . Wi
where Am, =0 U/E)am/j«aamj|eq and B/ =

mj
U /dar, 79a,,;leq. Or using matrices, schematically:

~ m'j’ m'j’ ~
(o= )
A | = m'j m'j' a
dt amj —ij _Amj Ay Jj’
&m/j/
=M+ ). (48)
am,j,

The matrix M; is diagonalizable through the following
Bogoliubov type transformation:

amj =Y _ (Mnibn — p;b7). (49)
> (5 ;

n

or using matrices (compact notation):

ani\ _ (g ) (b by
(a:;) - (—u:’,:;f honj )(b — el
= Z { < > + b, <_A""v)} (50)
mj mj
The equation for the new variables b,,b} becomes
.d (b, . 1 by
’E(b;‘)_M MM, b,
b,
D(b* > (5D

where D = MglMle is a diagonal matrix. Also, in order for
the transformation (50) to be canonical, the following needs to
be satisfied:

Z ()”fnj*)‘z;j - M%M%*) =8y (52a)
mj
D (an = ) = 0. (52b)

mj

The diagonal terms of the matrix D are the eigenfrequencies
of oscillation, w,, of the different modes, i.e., in this linear
approximation b, = bge_iw"’/ are independent oscillators.

In order to analyze how the frequencies of the modes are
modified as one considers the effect of the full demagnetizing
field, we write this field as (averaged over the thickness of the
disk):

Hp = —4n M (p,$)% + €[hoy(M)2 + hp(M )] (53)

A control parameter € has been introduced that is equal to zero
when the demagnetizing field is approximated by its very thin
film limit, and it is equal to one when the full demagnetizing
field is considered. Recourse to this control parameter allows
to follow the evolution of the linear modes of the disk from the
analytical form found in the very thin film limit approximation
[Eqs. (14)—(18b)] to their more complex form as the finite
transverse dimensions and small but finite thickness of the film
is considered: effectively increasing this control parameter is
equivalent to artificially increasing the thickness of the disk.
In Fig. 10(a), we show the evolution of the frequencies of
the first modes of the disk as the control parameter € increases,
for an applied magnetic field #, = 0.1. The lower blue points
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FIG. 10. (a) Variation of the frequencies of the lowest modes
with changing control parameter €, for 7, = 0.1. Blue circular points
represent the evolution of the mode (m = 0, j = 0), that corresponds
to mode n = 1 in (b). The orange squares and red triangles represent
the evolution of modes (m = 1,j = 1)"?, that become modes n =
2 and n = 4 respectively in (b). The green rhombi represent the
evolution of one of the modes (m = 2,j = 1)?, which becomes
mode n = 3 in (b). (b) Variation of the frequencies of the lowest
modes with changing applied magnetic field: lines correspond to
frequencies at € = 0, shown in Fig. 2, points to the case € = 1, with

corresponding colors to adjacent figure (a).

correspond to the evolution of the frequency of the original
mode (m, j) = (0,0), which represents the macrospin ate = 0:
it diminishes its frequency with increasing strength of the
“extra” demagnetizing field. The orange/red points represent
the initially degenerate (m, j)1? = (1,1)"? modes: they mix
and the frequencies do separate and increase/decrease with
an increasing effective thickness of the disk (these modes at
€ =0 correspond to nonzero values of ajy, a*,; and their
complex conjugates). The green points correspond to the
evolution of the frequencies of a mode that corresponds to a
mixture of (m, j)1? = (2,1):? modes at € = 0, its frequency
diminishes with full consideration of demagnetizing effects.
Also, Fig. 10(b) shows the dependence of the frequencies of
the first modes on the applied magnetic field: they increase
monotonically with it (full curves correspond to € = 0 modes,
and points to the lowest modes at € = 1, with corresponding
colors to the previous figure).

In the following Fig. 11, we plot the shapes of different
linear modes of the thin disk. For a given mode (n), with
associated nonnull b, and b}, from Eq. (49) one determines
the associated &y, i.€., as y; = bO(A", j — M) if one chooses
b, = b? real (this amounts to choosing an origin of time).
Then, from Eq. (7), one may determine a(X,t) associated to
mode (n). Furthermore, in solving the eigenvalue problem
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FIG. 11. Graphic representation of the first four lowest modes
in the disk, with an applied magnetic field of h, =0.1. The
colors represent the values of the m, component of the dynamic
magnetization of each mode. The figures to the left represent the
lowest modes at € = 0 and those to the right those for € = 1: they are
ordered from lower to higher frequencies (labels for the modes in the
€ = 0 and € = 1 cases are explained in the text).

involved in Eq. (51), we numerically found that there are
modes with )Jimj =(—1"x,; and u’imj = (—D"wpmj, or
A= —(=1)"Apj and p”, = —(=1)"ju,;. In the first

case, we find

m, = v/2Re(a)
= V2b0 Y " Noj(At; — 14;) Jo(ko; p) cos(wnt)
J

+ 2\/5172 Z ijJm(ijP)()‘Zj - 'u’nmj)

m=>0j

X COS Mme cos(wyt), (54)
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V2Im(a)
= —V2b0 > " Noj(Ay; + ) Joko; p) sin(w,t)
J

my

_ 2\/5172 Z Nouj Jm(ij,O)()\ZU- + ufnj) cos m¢ sin(wyt),

m>0j
(35)
i.e., these are stationary modes that have reflection symmetry

with respect to the x axis (symmetry with respectto ¢ — —¢).
And in the second case, we find

m, = x/ERe(a)
= 2«/5[72 Z Ninj Jm(/cmjp)()»ﬁlj + ,ufnj) sin m¢ sin(w, 1),
m>0j
(56)
my = v/2Im(a)
= 2V2D) Y " NupjJulicm;p) (s — ;) sinme cos(wnt),
m>0j
(57)

i.e., these modes are stationary antisymmetric with respect
to reflections with respect to the x axis (antisymmetry with
respect to ¢ — —¢).

Also, it is to be noted that the modes separate into those
that have m even and m odd (the second condition only arises
if 25; =0 and pg; = 0), and this leads to antisymmetric or
symmetric modes with respect to reflections with respect to the
y axis, which depends on them being proportional to cos(me)
or to sin(ma).

Thus we get the result that taking into account the full
demagnetizing field, the modes no longer circulate as in the
simpler version of the model, but instead they are stationary
modes with definite symmetries with respect to the x and y
axis, and this will be seen in the following figures. This may be
attributed to the magnetic charges introduced by aligning the
magnetization along the x axis, then the differential equations
for the modes are space dependent and reflect that the x and y
axis are symmetry axes.

In Fig. 11, we have plotted over the disk the quantity
Re(@) =m,/ V2 (at t = 0 and assuming b, to be real), thus
it is basically the m, of the dynamic magnetization, and
it is assumed to be in the range [—1,1] (this is arbitrary
since these are linear modes). The applied magnetic field
is taken as h, = 0.1. The left column of Fig. 11 shows the
shape of the four lowest frequency modes in the limit € — 0
(notice that particular linear combinations of the modes of
the simpler model that rotate in different directions give
rise to these modes). The first corresponds to the macrospin
mode [Fig. 11(a)], which shows a uniform value as expected,
it corresponds to the mode (m,j) = (0,0) in the notation
introduced in the simpler model. Figures 11(b) and 11(c) are
associated to linear combinations of the degenerate modes
(m, )1 = (1,1)?, and Fig. 11(d) corresponds to a linear
combinations of the modes (m, j) = (2,1). The right column
of Fig. 11 shows the four modes with lowest frequencies
when € = 1, occurring at 7.98 GHz, 8.38 GHz, 12.35 GHz,
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FIG. 12. The points correspond to the critical current densities of
the lowest mode as a function of the applied magnetic field fore = 1,
or full demagnetizing field. The continuous line corresponds to the
macrospin critical current density at € = 0, or the very thin disk limit.

and 12.96 GHz, respectively. In general, as € — 1, there is
more localization of the modes at the edges in the regions
where y ~ 0, where the magnetic charges are stronger. In the
case of the macrospin mode, it gets curved close to the edges
attaining higher amplitude there while maintaining an almost
uniform value in the interior (the variable agy is dominant).
Figure 11(f) has as as dominant variables a;; and a_; ;. And
Figs. 11(g) and 11(h) have as dominant variables ay;, a_» |
and a;;, a_ i, respectively.

The previous modes may be named through the classifica-
tion used for modes in rectangular dots, that depends on nodal
lines. The first, Fig. 11(e), may be named (0,0) or fundamental
(mode with no nodes); the second, Fig. 11(f), as (1,0) or
1-backward mode (a mode with one nodal plane perpendicular
to the in-plane magnetization); the third, Fig. 11(g), as (2,0) or
2-backward mode (a mode with two nodal plane perpendicular
to the in-plane magnetization); and the fourth, Fig. 11(h), as
(0,1) or 1-Damon-Eshbach mode (a mode with one nodal plane
parallel to the in-plane magnetization).

It is important to note that our results for € = 1 coincide
very well with those of micromagnetic simulations done in
Ref. [30], both in the values of the frequencies of the modes
as well as in their shapes (there are small differences that
may be attributed to slightly different values for the saturation
magnetization and the exchange constant).

Next, we study the effect of an applied current to linear
order, considering the associated spin transfer torque and
dissipation:

i ~ (1 —i) Y (An dwj + By @) +iBJdinj.
m'j

(58)

In terms of the b, variables of Eq. (50), these previous
equations read

d (b _ (b | ong (b
’E(@:) - D(b;:) +iM; (b;) (59)

We approximate the induced nonoscillatory behavior of modes
n considering the diagonal terms of matrix Mj, i.e., b, ~
bYe—ient7)" For each applied magnetic field, a critical current
density may be found such that y,, = 0. In Fig. 12, the critical
current density for the second mode is shown (this mode has
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the lowest critical current), and a comparison is made with
the critical current density of the macrospin, i.e., J = a(h, +
1/2)/B for the macrospin. Thus precessions may be observed
at current densities that are lower than that predicted for the
uniform macrospin model. In Ref. [66], normal modes are
excited via spin transfer torque: they show that the first excited
mode corresponds to the lowest frequency, but in our case it
happens for the mode of the second lowest frequency, this may
occur since we use a lower applied field than them.

C. Mode with lowest critical current, its excitation and
instability

The modes we labeled as 1,2 (by,b,) have the lowest fre-
quencies, and these are quite similar, with b; the quasiuniform
mode and the one with lowest frequency. Also their critical
currents are similar, J{it ~ J5mit, However, the mode b, has
the lowest critical current (the critical current density not only
depends directly on the frequency), it will auto-oscillate first
as one increases the current density.

We will study the range of applied currents in which the
mode b, auto-oscillates, and determine its linear stability
range with respect to other modes becoming unstable: we will
compare theoretical predictions with numerical results.

If we apply a current density J > J5™', the mode b, starts
to auto-oscillate, we write an equation for its nonlinear growth
assuming the other modes have very low amplitudes. The
dynamic equations for the modes b, ,b;; are

d (b, g d (]

Considering that only mode b, dominates the previous dy-
namics, and that one only keeps resonant terms up to order 3
without interaction between modes, one obtains the following
approximate equation for the time evolution of b,:

.db, 1 25 12

o= C,b, + C;|b,|"Dy. (61)

We look for an auto-oscillatory solution to the previous

equation for mode by, i.e.,b, = bge‘“"?’ , with areal frequency
w,. Imposing this, one obtains that

wy = Re(C + C3|B3[P),  (62a)

Im(C + C3|p3*) = 0. (62b)

Thus one obtains an expression for the frequency of auto-
oscillation w, that depends on the amplitude of oscillation
Ibgl and an expression for this latter amplitude as a function
of the applied current density and applied magnetic field.
In Fig. 13, we show a comparison between this previous
theoretical prediction for this amplitude of auto-oscillation
versus numerical results for it, they reasonably agree (in
the numerical solution one changes adiabatically the applied
current). The cloud of blue points that is observed in the
numerical solution is explained since in the latter solution for
b, not only the resonant terms shown in Eq. (61) are included,
but the nonresonant terms also. In this way, the general solution
for this variable is of the form: by = bJe™'®>" 4 ble=2et" 4
ble~3®>" 4 ... When its magnitude is plotted, an oscillatory
part follows, that explains the blue cloud of points.
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FIG. 13. Comparison between the theoretical prediction (dashed
green line) and numerical result (blue) for the amplitude of auto-
oscillation of mode b,, considering an applied magnetic field 4, =
0.1.

Now we study theoretically the linear stability of the
previous auto-oscillatory solution for the mode b,. Thus we
assume a solution with linear perturbations as follows:

by = bYe " 4 §by,
b; = 8b;.

(63a)
(63b)

The form that takes the equation for mode j, considering
that mode b, is auto-oscillating, is the following:

dsh;
dr'

i = C18bj + C28b} + C3(b2)8b; + Ca(b2)éb}. (64)
We search for solutions of the form 8b; = b?e_i‘“f’ ei', and
when replaced in the previous equation, we obtain

(@, +iy)b? +ib9]
= [C) + C3(b2)1bY + [C2 + Ca(b)IbY" ¥t
~[C1 + C3(b)1b] + Calbo)bf e, (65)

where we have considered only resonant terms, i.e., we
eliminated a term proportional to C,. Mode 2 is such that
anmj # 0 for m odd. If we study the stability of mode j such
that d,,; # 0 for the case m even, we will have that C3(b,)
and C4(b;) only will have quadratic terms in b,. The previous
statements are valid for j = 1, the particular case that we will
study.

We consider Cz(b;) constant and C4(b,) proportional to
e~ 2ot p this way, we write b? = u?e"(“’f"‘”)’ = 0b; =
u(}e”'“’ﬂe”’, where y; should be

Vi = VIC4l? = [0 — Re(C) + C3)I2 4 Im(C; + C3).
(66)

Figure 14 shows a comparison between the instability
current found theoretically from the previous expression and
that found numerically, for mode j = 1. The analysis is done
for a given applied magnetic field and the applied current
is varied: the instability current is identified when y; =0,
i.e., when mode j becomes unstable starting an exponential
growth. The agreement between theoretical and numerical

224416-13



D. MANCILLA-ALMONACID AND R. E. ARIAS

J(107A/ cm2)

4.4f
4.2 ¢
4.0 o
3.8f o

3.6¢ o

3.4} o

3.2 o

0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

HX(103Oe)

FIG. 14. The circular blue points represent the critical current
densities when the mode b, starts to auto-oscillate, as a function
of applied magnetic field. The square orange and diamond green
points represent the instability current densities of the previous auto-
oscillatory mode obtained numerically and theoretically, respectively.

results is good, since mode b, only attains small amplitudes of
oscillation before mode 1 starts to grow.

VI. CONCLUSIONS AND REMARKS

A model for the dynamics of the magnetization of a very
thin disk magnetized in plane was developed that under a
simplified version (demagnetizing field approximated by its
very thin film limit) captures the dynamics of a uniform mode
and reproduces the linear nonuniform modes of the system.
The idea was to model the dynamics of a free ferromagnetic
layer of a nanopillar structure, using a simplified version of
the dipolar field that neglects terms proportional to the film
thickness. Within this simple version of the model one can also
study exactly the dynamics of the uniform mode, or macrospin,
when its precession out of equilibrium occurs at large angles,
i.e., including all nonlinear terms. Considering a spin transfer
torque term and dissipation, at a given critical current density
the system develops a periodic macrospin solution, which
is an auto-oscillatory limit cycle solution. We obtained an
approximate analytic form for this uniform nonlinear periodic
solution by neglecting nonresonant terms.

One goal of this work was to determine the linear stability
of this mentioned periodic macrospin solution. Using some
approximations, we determined analytically the thresholds in
current (at a fixed applied magnetic field) at which nonuniform
modes of the system become unstable, i.e., points at which
the macrospin approximation has to be extended in order to
describe the dynamics of the system. The nonuniform modes
with lower frequencies are those which become unstable
first.

All the previous summarized description of the macrospin
dynamics and its stability is valid for applied magnetic fields
in plane that do not exceed m M, in magnitude. For higher
applied fields, the picture is a bit more complex: for current
densities somewhat below the critical density there is a stable
periodic macrospin solution that coexists with the stable static
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equilibrium uniform solution. There is a gap in energy that
separates these two solutions that can easily overcome a
thermal excitation energy. We found this coexistence via our
analytic results, but an exact numerical simulation of the
uniform mode dynamics also shows convergence to this limit
cycle solution if one does a significant perturbation of the static
equilibrium. The analysis of stability of this higher branch
with respect to the growth of nonuniform modes is analogous
to the case of lower fields, and one also finds that the lower
threshold for instability occurs for the first nonuniform modes.
Also, from a practical point of view once the applied field
exceeds w M, the macrospin becomes unstable at a current
that is slightly over the thresholds currents for existence of the
periodic macrospin solutions.

One aspect of interest of this simplified model was
to determine the dependence of the stability of the pe-
riodic macrospin solution on the radius of the disk: we
found that lower radii correspond to higher stability, some-
thing understood in relation to the role of the exchange
interaction.

In order to better capture the magnetization dynamics of
a real nanometric disk we studied an improved version of
the model: we used the full expression of the demagnetizing
field. When this is done, the equilibrium magnetization
configuration is no longer uniform, and the dynamic linear
modes are also modified developing in general features close
to the edges of the disk. We did a study of a 50-nm radius
disk with this improved model. In particular, there are two
modes with similar frequencies at the lower end, the lowest is
a quasiuniform mode and the other a mode of edge character.
The latter edge mode has the lowest critical current for
entering into an auto-oscillatory regime: we studied when
this isolated auto-oscillation becomes unstable due to the
exponential growth of the quasiuniform mode. In conclusion,
this improved model showed us that one can study the full
effect of the demagnetizing field within the framework of this
model, allowing to determine the different nonlinear terms
that contribute to the demagnetizing energy. The improved
model reproduces well the linear dynamic magnetization
modes, with the added characteristic of understanding their
shape and symmetry properties. The inclusion of the full
demagnetizing field effectively shows the effect of the finite
size of the disk introducing edge effects that clearly influence
the magnetization dynamics of small radii disks.

Thus this models allow to understand the isolated auto-
oscillations with lowest critical currents of the magnetization
of thin film disks magnetized in plane, as well as the currents
under which these auto-oscillations become unstable to the
growth of other non-uniformly magnetized modes. Thus the
models provide a basic understanding of auto-oscillations at
low currents.

This work may stimulate further work in the topic of
understanding higher nonlinear effects in the dynamics of
nanoferromagnetic samples, as it was studied in the past
in a ferromagnetic bulk or thin films. Our treatment of
the magnetization dynamics based on the dynamics of the
amplitudes of the magnetic modes allows to better understand
the magnetization dynamics as compared to a micromagnetic
approach, specially in order to appreciate the very important
role of resonant phenomena.
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As far as extending this approach to other geometries, this
approach can be used in ferromagnetic wires of rectangular
cross sections, or nanosamples of rectangular geometry. It is
also plausible to extend it to thin dots with elliptical base.
Furthermore, this approach can be generalized to samples of
other shapes with nonuniform magnetization configurations,
where it may be used if one has calculated numerically
the modes (at this moment it is practical for equilibrium
magnetization configurations close to uniform ones).

J
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APPENDIX A: DEFINITIONS FOR EQUATIONS
1. Definitions for Eq. (35)

The following expressions are associated with the interaction between the large amplitude uniform mode of oscillation and

the modes m;:

Apj = (hy + 172+ h2Y), (Ala)
B, =1/2, (Alb)
|agol* 3 3
Crj = ht ———— — | =aj, + + Al
% 202 — laooP) g agy + lagol? Sa (Alc)
_ ool l(h”“ ~1)ad, — §|aoo|2 (Ald)
= 32— Jaoo) 0o
E 3“ 3 4 8h 2 % 2 2 2 2 3 2 * 2 2 2 Al
mi =g ajo+ (4 + 3 lago|” + agy” — 5( agy + 3lagol” + ajy”)lagol” | — BJ laool®, (Ale)
3 1 BJ ,
Fyj = R [(1 + th>a00 + lagol* — g(aoo + 4lago|” + 3a;, )aéo] 2 —-ai. (Alf)
For the theoretical analysis, we approximate the terms associated with the exchange interaction as
hg(j 3 3 * 2
Cnj & 3 f- (8%0 + lagol* + 3 %0 ) (A22)
h 1, . 3
Dyj ~ + E(hg;/ — 1)ag, — Z|a00|2. (A2b)
2. Definitions for Eq. (36)
In doing the change of variables from the a,,; to the b,,;, it is convenient to define the following quantities:
Am(Cm+C:1) Bm(Dm_'_D,;kl) Cm' _C,:;
mj = ] ] j’ J ] j J j ) (ASa)
2wmj Zwmj 2
Am'(Em E;; ) Bm(Fm F,Z ) Em + E;:l
Hm] — 2 J j _ 2 ] j J j , (A3b)
Zwmj Za)mj 2
Apj(Dpj + D% Bui(Cpj+C%) D, — D
Lyj=————2 2w L (A3¢)
2a),,,j 2a)mj 2
Apj(Fpj — FY)  Buj(Enj—E')  Fuj+F.
ij — ] J Jj _ J ] j J j ] (A3d)
2a)mj 2(,()mj 2

3. Definitions for Eq. (39)

In searching for a solution to the bo m; that varies slowly in time, we may neglect some contributions to the terms G, Hpj,

I,,j and J,,;. We define G, ;, H, ;. I,

/ 1 !
G, = %[Amj(cmj

+C ) —

and J,,; ' . as a result of this process:

ij(D;nj + D/;;j)]a (A4a)
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1%
pr = En T Emy (Adb)
mj 2

The terms G/ and H,, ; correspond to the terms that do not depend on time in G,,; and H,,;, with

3By — 4A [ 2A% + B;
C;n + C/:l- ~ < 00 00) + hZ;J< 00 > 00>|b00|2, (A5a)
J J 2(,()00 80)00
. B 3A Ao B
D+ D'y~ (1= o =2 ) = 220 — 3pm =200 g 2, (AS5b)
J J woo 260()() 86()00
3B Apo)(Ago — B 2A00 — Boo)(A B A
El+E = [ G Boo + Aoo)(Aoo = Boo) _ 5 2Aoo = Boo)(Aoo — 00)|b00|2:| _opyhn. (A50)
woo 4 woo

Ami(dmj +d*J) ij(cmj +C*J‘) 1
[ o m d,i —d*)), A6
mj 200, 20m; 2 i = duy) (Aa)
Am(fm] - f*) ij(emj e ) 1
g =" meo_ mj - A6b
v o Ui T (AGH)
The terms /,,; and J;,; correspond to the terms proportional to e~2e" in I,,; and J,,; with
x m; A00Boo 3A00 — 4B
Cimj + Cnj j _hexj 4 (2)0 |b | - 40)00 ’ (A7a)
A2 B? . A 3B
i+ iy o WY 0T 202y (h;’i’ —1)=2 4 = (A7b)
J 8(,()00 w0 40)00
. mj A00 Lo mi
dj = diy ~ 2 |b00| + 5 (1), (A7c)
% 3 AOO )
emj — €y = a(z - %|boo| , (A7d)
Ago + 3Boo)(A — B Ago — Boo)? JA
i+ 1 = a[( 00 + 3Boo)( 00)  (Aoo k 00) b |2] _ ﬂ_ﬁ’ (A7)
4 2(,()0() 26000 2 woo
Ao +2Bow  Boo — 2400, » BJ
n = b - —. A7
f J fm/ Ol< 2 + 46()0() | 00| D) ( f)

APPENDIX B: DEMAGNETIZING FIELD AND DEMAGNETIZING ENERGY

To determine the demagnetizing field of our thin disk (the magnetization is assumed uniform over the thickness of the disk)

we first calculate the magnetostatic potential (I?I p = —%qﬁ), which has contributions from surface and volume effective magnetic
charges:
) G e
x —x’

oy =7 - M ) represents the surface magnetic charge density, with contributions from the top and bottom surfaces of the disk and
from its mantle; and py; = —(V - M) the volumetric magnetic charge density, with contributions from the interior of the disk.

In order to calculate these potentials, we use the following representation of the Green’s function in terms of cylindrical
coordinates:

=3 e f Ak T (ko) (k' ye ™7, (B2)
m=—0oQ0
The demagnetizing field averaged over the thickness of the disk can be separated into two parts. (a) Its component in the
perpendicular direction to the plane z, with contribution only from surface charges in the top and bottom surfaces:

H~

dem

= —47 M.(p.9) “akran Y [ / dS’Jm<kp’)mz<p’,¢>’>e—"m¢’]Jm(kp)efm¢, (B3)

m=—0Q

with f(u) = exp(—u) — 1 + u.
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(b) Its in plane components, with contributions from mantle surface charges as well as volume charges:

- 2M, [ kh) < e R m
ity = =20 [Tkl S [ [ asSuntane ) i ) [T o) (B4)

m=—00

Furthermore, the demagnetizing energy is calculated in the following form:

1

U= e /[ fnl+ Hisw] - Mav. (B5)

We write the magnetization components in the following way (ML = M, +iM,):
M, = M; ZUIJNU Ji(kijp)e’’?,
1

Mi = MS Z O'IZ}:N[]' Jz(Klj,O)eilqﬁ. (B6)
lj

Using equations (B3)—(B6), one obtains the demagnetizing energy as follows, U = U* + UL, with

Z( 1) 611]1 *lljz( J -2V, (1.J1:J2s h/R)) (B7)
ll]l]z
L_ vV (e ) + _+ 3 At =gl
Ut = =7 3 Vom0 0 i pasm + 905 12 i) = 29050 i) (B8)

Lijrja

where the O’IZ , alj', and o,; are functions of the variables a,,; [see Eqs. (3) and (7)], with details of these expressions in Sec. B 1;

and the 1(1 B/R) 12 VI3 represent integrals that are calculated numerically, with details in Sec. B 2. In the
1, J1,J2:h/R)> “(l, jisjash [ R)? “(l, ji,jash/R)

limit 2/ R — 0, the previous integrals tend to zero, and then the demagnetizing energy takes the value valid for an infinite very

thin film:

1 I 1 5
U 3 Y100t =5 [ mpray. (B9)

L

1. Relation between the al’js and the a;, S

The ol’js [defined through Eq. (B6)] are functions of the a, S [defined through Egs. (3) and (7)]. These may be expanded in
power series of the a;, ;5 as follows (superindices indicate the order of approximation):

0 =0=0:? =i ®, (B10a)

oV = (a; + (=1Ya?,)/V2, (B10b)

015‘(3) - 23’ Z (@m,j, + (=1)"a’,, ;)am,ja mm’3m1/1mz/omz/z‘sﬁi+n12 g (B10c)
my jima jams ja

i@ = GO+0<0> — o = VY, (B10d)

oV = —o; " = (@ — (= D0a*)/V2, (B10e)

Gl}r(z) = _(2) —2 Z Gmy jy mzjzéi’n’z ’d(ljmmmzjz)’ (B10D)
my jima jo

0;@) __ Ul;(*) = o} 3, (B10g)

o = =0 @10n

) . 4 . .
With 24, jimo o) A0 Ed (jm, jums j») I0tEgIals defined in Sec. B 2.
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2. Integrals calculated numerically

o0
1 1 1
Loy v onymy = Nui Nu I (x) 9 (in)fo dk

o0
3 1 [, -2
Ly jvjnyy = Niji Nar—20 9 (x) I -2 (X5, )/

1
.3 1 m m
L {tjmy jums ) =N Nom N’"zﬁfo JiOGI) Iy (X5 %) o () xdlx,

1
.4 I n 5
Ld(tjm, jimy joms j3) =Nij N, j, Nmzijmzj,z/.g Jl(ij)-]ml (X;’:]x)-]mz (ijlzx) Iy (X;Z%X)xdx.

2 1 L+2
L, ooty = Niji Ny o I (11 42 (X,

kh/RK2J! (k)?
f( /1)2 k) — (Blla)
(h/RY(K* = (x;)) (K = (x;)")
- kh /R (k)J! - (k
)/ P /R)l i )sz(l) — (B11b)
0 (h/R(K? = (x;1) ) (K2 = (x;2))
2 ! ’
f(kh/R)kl Jzzl(k)le—z(kl)_Z _ (Bllc)
o (/RE = (x;)) (k= (7))
(B12)
(B13)
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