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Outbreaks of papillomatous digital dermatitis (PDD) have been reported from many countries, but

there is little information on prevalence and geographic distribution of the disease. Our objectives

were to describe prevalence of PDD on dairies belonging to the two main dairy-producer

associations in Chile, and to evaluate a milking-parlor screening method for detection of PDD in

dairy cows. First, a self-administered questionnaire was sent to all 214 association dairy managers.

Seventy percent of the 119 respondents had observed PDD on their dairies. About 83% of the 63

responding managers had first seen PDD during the previous 10 years. Subsequently, a random

sample of 43 dairies stratified by association was selected from the total 214 for PDD screening.

During milking, we inspected cows' feet for PDD lesions; 91% of dairies had cows affected by PDD;

median PDD prevalence for milking cows in dairies was 6.1%. Finally, in one dairy, PDD screening

at the parlor was compared to PDD diagn


