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Background: Various cytokines have been identified at sites of chronic inflammation such as
periodontitis. Cytokines are synthesized in response to bacteria and their products, inducing and
maintaining an inflammatory response in the periodontium. The purpose of the present study was to
investigate the involvement of interleukin-1? (IL-17?), IL-8, and IL-10 and RANTES (regulated on
activation, normally T cell expressed and secreted) and the cell populations associated with the
immune response in destructive periodontitis, as well as the effect of periodontal therapy on cytokine
levels in gingival crevicular fluid (GCF). Methods: Data were obtained from 12 patients with
moderate to advanced periodontitis and 6 healthy controls. Patients presenting at least 2 sites with
?2 mm clinical attachment loss were included in the destructive periodontitis group. After monitoring
for 4 months, only 6 patients showed destructive periodontitis and GCF samples and soft tissues

biopsies were collected



