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The electronic structure of 1-(2,5-dimethoxy-4-nitrophenyl)-2-aminopropane (DON) was calculated

at the CNDO/2 level, and the racemic compound was synthesized and found to be hallucinogenic at

doses of 4 mg. DON differs from its similarly active congeners in that a hydrophilic nitro group

replaces lipophilic substituents at C-4 of the benzene ring. The implications for the mechanism of

serotonin receptor binding of these drugs are discussed. © 1987.


