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Objectives: To report systematic review definitions that are published in overviews of reviews and to
propose a new classification of systematic reviews. Study Design and Setting: In this review of
overviews, we searched PubMed for systematic review definitions that were reported in overviews of
reviews that were published in the medical literature between November 2017 and May 2018. Two
independent authors extracted and descriptively reported the systematic review definitions from the
overviews. The definitions were evaluated regarding whether the concepts of comprehensiveness
and reproducibility were incorporated into them, as suggested by some published systematic review
definitions. Results: Initially, 138 documents were retrieved, and 111 overviews and protocols of
overviews were included. Eight (8%) overviews explicitly reported a systematic review definition,
whereas 25 (24%) overviews reported heterogeneous information about the criteria that were used
to include systematic reviews in the overviews. Seventy-two (68%) overviews did not report any
definition/criteria for including a systematic review. Two (2%) overviews reported a definition based
on reproducibility, and none of the overviews reported the need to search for grey and unpublished
literature for a review to be considered systematic. Conclusion: Overview authors rarely define
systematic reviews that are included in their overviews and the few that do include a definition that

provides heterogeneous criteria.



