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Violence against disabled persons: Brazilian’s Health
Service’s Notifications, 2011 to 2017

Vinı́cius Pereira
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2University of Brasilia, Brası́lia, Brazil
Contact: viniciusomp@yahoo.com.br

Background:
Violence has important consequences for the people who
experience it, for families and for societies. It becomes an even
greater challenge for disabled persons (DP), who face various
kinds of barriers and suffer all kinds of discrimination,
prejudice, stigma and oppression. This work aimed to analyze
the panorama of violence against DP from the characterization
of cases of violence reported in the Ministry of Health’s
Violence and Accident Surveillance System (Viva) by
Brazilian’s health services. The profile of the DP in violence’s
situation, the type of violence perpetrated against this people
and the profile of the probable perpetrators of violence allow
us to understand the context of vulnerability and exclusion to
which the DP are immersed.
Methods:
It conducted a descriptive epidemiological analysis of violence
reported against DP between 2011 and 2017. To this end, it
used the Pearson chi-square test, with a 95% confidence
interval, to assess differences between proportions by sex.
Results:
It showed that, in most of the reported cases, the victim is
female (67%), white (50.7%; p < 0,001), adults (61.6%;
p < 0,001) and mentally disabled (58.1%; p < 0,001). It high-
lighted the notification of physical violence (51.6%; p = 0,107),
psychological/moral violence (23,0%; p < 0,001), neglect /
abandonment (15,0%; p < 0,001) and sexual violence (12.2%;
p < 0.001). The probable perpetrators are predominantly
family and close partners (58,0%; p < 0.001).
Conclusions:
It is concluded that there are enormous challenges related to
the confrontation of violence against DP in Brazil, such as the
dissemination of information on the subject. Thus, this work is
intended to subsidize public policies to combat violence
against DP from the knowledge of its panorama, in addition to
supporting awareness raising actions among society, health
professionals and public managers.
Key messages:
� The reported cases of violence against DP indicate

predominantly female, white, adult and mentally disabled
victims, occurrence of physical violence and by aggressor
family members or close partners.
� The analysis of the panorama of violence against people with

disabilities allows subsidizing actions and public policies to
combat this type of violence.
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We are experiencing the highest levels of life expectancy and it
poses challenges in the maintenance of the functional capacity
in old age. This study seeks to determine the relation between
social integration and functional limitation in Chilean older
adults. Cross-sectional study with baseline of two cohort
studies: the SABE cohort (born before 1940) and the
Alexandros cohort (born between 1940 and 1948 from
Primary Health Care centers), from Santiago. Were considered
1733 elderly. Performance variables were studied in seven

Instrumental Activity of Daily Living (IADL): preparing food,
managing money, leaving home alone, making purchases,
making or receiving calls, doing light housework, organizing
and taking medications, and six basic Activities of Daily Living
(ADL): bathing, dressing, use of the bathroom, transfer,
continence of urine and feeding. Having difficulties or inability
to perform at least one activity was classified as having
functional limitations. Social integration variables were:
participation in community groups, clubs or organizations
and in recreational activities. Adjustment variables were: sex,
age, educational level, household income, depression, cognitive
impairment and multimorbidity. Robust Poisson Regression
was performed and prevalence ratios (PR) of functional
limitation in ADL and IADL were reported. The level of
significance was �0.5. Prevalence of functional limitations in
ADL was 73.3% and in AIVD was 37.1%. Who participated in
recreational activities have a lower prevalence of functional
limitation in ADL (PR 0.85; 95%CI 0.80-0.90) and in IADL
(PR 0.74; 95% CI0.63-0.86). Participation in community
groups, clubs or organizations was associated with a lower
prevalence of limitation in ADL (RP 0.78; 95%CI 0.71-0.87),
although it was not significantly related to performance in
IADL. Greater social integration in adulthood is a protective
factor for limitation in ADL and IADL and should be the
subject of public policies in Chile.
Key messages:
� Social integration seems to be a protective factor for

functional limitation in Chilean older adults.
� Society and public policies should give greater opportunity

for the elderly to participate in recreational activities and
community groups.

Networks and social support and its relationship with
functional limitation in Chilean older adults
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Social relationships are multifaceted and can act in many ways
on physical and emotional well-being. We aim to study
whether social networks and support are associated with
functional limitations in Chilean older adults.
Cross-sectional study with baseline of two cohort studies: the
SABE cohort (born before 1940) and the Alexandros cohort
(born between 1940 and 1948 from Primary Health Care
centers), from Santiago. Were considered 1733 elderly.
Performance variables were studied in 7 Instrumental
Activity of Daily Living (IADL): preparing food, managing
money, leaving home alone, making purchases, making calls,
doing light housework, organizing and taking medications,
and 6 basic Activities of Daily Living (ADL): bathing, dressing,
use of the bathroom, transfer, continence of urine and feeding.
Having difficulties or inability to perform at least 1 activity was
classified with having functional limitations (FL). Social
network variables were: housing arrangement and marital
status; social support variable was perception of material
support, company or advice. Adjustment variables were: sex,
age, education, income, depression, cognitive impairment,
multimorbidity. Robust Poisson Regression was performed,
prevalence ratios (PR) of FL were reported (a� 0.5). Living
accompanied (PR 0.96; 95% CI 0.88-1.03) and being married
or live as a couple (PR 0.99; 95% CI 0.85-1.6) were not
significantly related to functional limitation in IADL, similar in
relation to living accompanied and performance in ADL (PR
0.96; 95% CI 0.88-1.03). Married or living couples have a lower
prevalence of FL in ADL (PR 0.86; 95% CI 0.81-0.92). Having
material support, company or advice was associated with a
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higher prevalence of FL in ADL (PR 1.84; 95% CI 1.11-3.06)
and in IADL (PR 2.48; 95% CI 1, 64-3.74). Being married or
living as a couple in old age is a protective factor for functional
limitation while having a positive perception of material
support, company or advice showed to be a risk factor.
Key messages:
� Single, widowed or separated Chilean older adults are at

greater risk of functional limitation, regardless of socio-
demographic and health characteristics.
� The findings of this study should be confirmed with

prospective design studies since the transversal design does
not clarify the temporality of the relationship.
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Background:
Health literacy (HL) is recognized as one of the major
determinants of health. International population HL surveys in
Europe and Asia using a unified measurement of European
Health Literacy Survey Questionnaire (HLS-EU-Q) demon-
strated similar results of approximately 50% of population
having poor or problematic health literacy level. In the present
study the HLS-EU Q47 was adapted for the Russian
population for the first time. Russian language is spoken
widely beyond the Russian Federation (RF). Among interna-
tional migrants, more than 25 million are from the RF or
former Soviet Union, typically speak Russian and have a
common historical and cultural background.
Methods:
Adaptation of the questionnaire was based on the HLS-EU
methodology and included 5 stages: translation from English
into Russian, back translation by two independent translators,
focus group (n = 12), online expert opinion (n = 12), field-
testing (n = 90). For the focus group, the purposeful sampling
was used, stratified by gender, age, education level and place of
living (urban/rural). The field-testing was conducted by
personal interviews in households, using a random stratified
sampling based on gender and age.
Results:
The translations analysis identified discrepancies on the use of
plain language, and allowed to simplify the wording in 10
questions (13%). The focus group and expert opinion
qualitative analysis allowed identifying and adapting cultural
and linguistic peculiarities, so 24 questions (31%) were
adapted. The field-testing showed 86% feasibility of the
questionnaire in real settings.
Conclusions:
Despite that the instrument was translated into Russian and
used in some countries for the Russian-speaking population, a
substantial adaptation of the questionnaire is necessary, taking
into account the cultural and linguistic characteristics and
background of the studied population. The instrument can
contribute for measurement of HL in Russian population
living in different countries.
Key messages:
� The HLS-EU-Q 47 was adapted for the Russian population.
� The adapted instrument can contribute to further health

literacy measurements of the Russian population worldwide.
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Background:
Children and adolescents have an increased risk of post-
traumatic stress following exposure to traumatic events. Thus,
timely, valid and reliable assessment of the symptoms of the
disorder is crucial. The purpose of the study was the
psychometric validation of The Child Revised Impact of
Events Scale (CRIES 13), following the preceding linguistic
validation. Further goal was to evaluate post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) in children 6 to 14 years of age with mild
traumatic brain injury (mTBI).
Methods:
The questionnaire was consecutively administered to 175
parents coming to the Emergency Department of the Pediatric
Hospital of Patras, after mTBI of their children. They were
asked to respond one week and one month after the accident
to assess PTSD of their children. For psychometric validation,
exploratory (EFA) and confirmatory (CFA) factor analysis was
performed. The questionnaire consists of 13 items rated on a
non-linear scale ranging from 0 to 65, and higher scores
indicate more PTSD symptoms with a threshold of 30.
Results:
The Psychometric validation showed very good reliability (=
0.79) and EFA confirmed the factor structure of the original
tool. In addition, CFA showed satisfactory fit for the three-
factor model. Parents estimated post-traumatic stress one week
after injury in 19% of the children. Statistically significant
difference was observed only in monthly income, with parents
of low income reporting higher levels of stress in their children
(p = 0.046).
Conclusions:
A reliable and valid questionnaire is now available in Greek for
assessing the risk of PTSD in children. In one of five children
presented in our hospital we observed a higher risk of
developing post-traumatic stress one week after mild traumatic
brain injury.
Key messages:
� There is reliable and valid questionnaire in Greek for

assessing the risk of post-traumatic stress disorder in
children.

Care strategy for people in situations of violence low
cost and high resolution
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Background:
Following the guidelines of the World Health Organization,
Brazil considers violence to be a public health problem,
transversal to the care processes. Notifications are carried out
using specific instruments and monitored by the health
surveillance sector for non-communicable diseases and condi-
tions. The implementation of Violence Prevention Centers
(NPV) in all health services in the city of São Paulo - Brazil was
established, composed of professionals from the service itself,
which aims to develop actions to care for this population and
provide technical support to team professionals, at different
levels of care. Difficulty of professionals in dealing with
situations was observed, resulting in wrong referrals. The need
was identified to establish a training space for professionals in
order to improve care and mitigate situations of violence,
which would not impact the service agenda and at low costs.
Methods:
One meeting per month with NPV members in the region. The
situational diagnosis was raised with the workers through
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