
Routledge Research in Media Literacy and Education 

MEDIA EDUCATION IN LATIN 

AMERICA 

Edited by 

Julio-Cesar Mateus, Pablo Andrada 

and Marfa-Teresa Quiroz 



Media Education in Latin 
America

Edited by  
Julio-César Mateus, Pablo Andrada  
and María-Teresa Quiroz



First published 2020
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, 
an informa business

© 2020 Taylor & Francis

The right of the editors to be identified as authors of this 
work has been asserted by them in accordance with sections 
77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

The right of the editor to be identified as the author of the 
editorial material, and of the authors for their individual 
chapters, has been asserted in accordance with sections 
77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or 
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, 
or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including 
photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval 
system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be 
trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used only for 
identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Mateus, Julio-Cesar, editor. | Andrada Sola, Pablo, 
editor. | Quiroz, María Teresa, editor. 
Title: Media education in Latin America / edited by Julio-Cesar 
Mateus, Pablo Andrada Sola, María Teresa Quiroz. 
Description: First education. | New York, NY : Routledge, 2020. | 
Series: Routledge research in media literacy and education | Includes 
bibliographical references. | Summary: “This book offers a systematic 
study of media education in Latin America. As spending on 
technological infrastructure in the region increases exponentially for 
educational purposes, and with national curriculums beginning to 
implement media related skills, this book makes a timely contribution 
to new debates surrounding the significance of media literacy as a 
citizen’s right. Taking both a topical and country-based approach, 
authors from across Latin America present a comprehensive 
perspective of the region and address issues such as the political and 
social contexts in which media education is based, the current state 
of educational policies with respect to media, organizations and 
experiences that promote media education”— Provided by publisher. 
Identifiers: LCCN 2019021347 | ISBN 9780367199555 (hardback) | 
ISBN 9780429244469 (ebook) 
Subjects: LCSH: Media literacy—Latin America. | Media 
literacy—Study and teaching—Latin America. | Mass media in 
education—Latin America.
Classification: LCC P96.M42 L355 2019 | DDC 302.23/098—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019021347

ISBN: 978-0-367-19955-5 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-0-429-24446-9 (ebk)

Typeset in Sabon
by codeMantra

https://lccn.loc.gov


List of contributors ix

 1 The state of media education in Latin America 1
J u L IO - C é SA R M AT euS , PA BLO A N DR A DA A N D  

M A R í A-T eR e SA Qu I ROz

PArT I
National chapters 17

 2 Media education in Argentina. Balance and perspectives 
of a field under construction 19
BeT T I NA M A RT I NO A N D SI LVA NA IOVA N NA C A ISSóN

 3 Media education in Bolivia. Some advances and the 
need for comprehensive proposals 34
R e N é zeBA LLOS

 4 Media education in Brazil. Dilemmas, limits and possibilities 48
MON IC A FA N T I N

 5 Media education in Chile. A digital leap that 
abandoned the study of media 64
PA BLO A N DR A DA , CR IST I A N C A BA L I N, A N D R AY é N CON De z A

 6 Media education in Colombia. An inheritance with 
possibilities and challenges for the 21st century 79
DI eg O L e A N DRO M A R í N OSSA

 7 Media education in Ecuador. Exploration and 
description of a latent need 93
C ATA L I NA g ONz á L e z C A BR eR A A N D C eC I L I A ugA L De

Contents



x List of contributors

Chapters Contributors

PART 1

Alvarado Miquilena, Morella

She holds a PhD and master’s in Sociocultural Studies from the Institute 
of Cultural Research of the Autonomous University of Baja California 
(UABC) and a bachelor’s degree in Cultural Promotion, School of Arts 
of the Faculty of Humanities and Education of the Central Universidad 
of Venezuela. She is Master in Educational Multimedia at the Institute of 
Education Sciences, University of Barcelona, Spain. She is full-time Pro-
fessor at the Central University of Venezuela; attached to the Institute 
of Communication Research (ININCO) of the Faculty of Humanities 
and Education; in the Media, Education and Communication research 
group; and Current Director of ININCO. She is member of the Program 
Research and Innovation Stimulus (PEII) Venezuela and the national 
coordinator of the Ibero-American Observatory of Television Fiction 
(OBITEL). Her research projects include Virtual Learning, Instructional 
Tools for teaching media, Practices of teaching and learning in Media 
and Audiovisual Communication for Citizen Coexistence.

Cabalin, Cristian

He holds a PhD in Educational Policy Studies from the University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-Champaign. He is Assistant Professor at the Institute of 
Communication and Image and associate researcher with the Center for 
Advanced Research in Education, both at the University of Chile. Also, 
he is researcher at the Universidad Central de Chile. His research areas 
include cultural studies in education, mediatization of education and 
political communication. He has published articles in Discourse: Stud-
ies in the Cultural Politics of Education, Critical Studies in Education, 
Studies in Higher Education and Policy Futures in Education, among 
other journals. Currently, he is conducting the research project “The 
Public Discourse about Teachers in Chile: Media and Teacher Identity in 
a Mediatized Context”, funded by Conicyt.

Caissón, Silvana Iovanna

She graduated in Communication at the University of Buenos Aires 
(UBA) and obtained a teaching certificate in communication from the 
same university. She is now completing her master’s degree in Political 
and Social Planning at the National University of Cuyo (UNCuyo). She 
currently teaches Communication in secondary schools in Mendoza and 
participates in community media projects and popular education. Her 
areas of research are communication policy, public space and citizen-
ship, and communication/education. She is currently a member of the 
Center for Research and Practices in Communication and Education, 



5.1 Sociopolitical Context

Media education in Chile over the last 30 years has taken place during 
a process of democratic recovery, where we find an increase of school 
coverage on the one hand, and the pursuit for higher educational quality 
on the other. In relation to the field of communication, we observe the 
absence of a state policy and the predominance of private media. Also, 
during this period, the population has increased their access to new dig-
ital technologies. In this context, the media education situation in Chile 
is governed by the digital literacy paradigm that in recent years has been 
questioned due to the low results obtained by students on international 
tests of digital competencies.

During the 1990s and the first half of 2000, the educational field 
concentrated on increasing its budget. This was done without touch-
ing the public schools’ municipal system, where the state only had a 
guiding role. The participation of the private sector grew during this 
period due to the schools that were subsidized by the state. As of 2007, 
student enrollment in these schools exceeded that of municipal establish-
ments. In 2016, 1,942,222 students were enrolled in subsidized schools, 
1,273,530 in municipal schools, and 288,964 students in private schools 
(Mineduc, 2017b).

The government carried out an educational reform during the 1996–
2000 period, which has as its central axis a constructivist curriculum, the 
professionalization of teachers, and the installation of a full school day.

In 2006, a process to pursue quality education began, leaving behind 
the goals of better coverage and resources from the previous period. The 
2006 and 2011 student mobilizations demanded higher quality educa-
tion, forcing the political system to seek solutions. Thus, during the 2011 
and 2017 period, ten laws were approved that sought to improve the 
Chilean education situation.

In the communication field, the decision of the governments of the 
coalition of parties stands out, which decided that democracy does not 
have a communication policy, allowing the market to be the media 
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