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PREFACE.,

/ Pirst of all T aust say that ny atteapt 1s to give
mcﬂ. sketch of this author's character, works and
even of his life through the reading of his wonderfuk
romances and novele, and praise his art apg a2 story-
teller and romance-uriter,

While reading his queer and curious stories one
after another, and having become almost thoroughly ac-
quainted with his 1dlosyncrasy and mysterious and at
the same time simple way of writing, really I became
a true and great admirer of Henry Rider Haggard,though
he is not considered as a first rate writer, It is a
great pity that he is so little knowmn, though some of
his works are translated into Spanish, and I hope that
in a short time he will become very popular as he de~
serves to be, espeeially among people who are foné of
those magnificent and strange adventures he excells in
displaying; for he is the suthor of & great nusber of
noted fantastical stories, which he wrote with intelli-
gence and enthusissm; he 1s the master of wizardry and
romance.

A great part of his works are historical romsnces,
and to write an historical study is a difficult task
Af one is going to carry it out with & true artistic
conselence and efficacy of evocatlion. It 1= necessary

to live the more or less remote life of the personages



who Rust move in the scene which has been raised from
the past; to give them the exact idiosyncrasy that the
epoch, customs and ideas of thence infiltrated in the
people, to think as they thought, ete. The mriter

aust leave off his own 1ife, sink his epirit in the
epoche he tries to study and reflect in his pages; to
abstain from almost all communication with hie present,
to withdraw hie influence 2nd then to carry out the
imegined work,

He feels curiosity for the reaote and far off
past; the narration of the most distant events aske
ue feel the suggestive emotion of real situstione,
R T P Y R PP PP

I kindly beg M¥r, Raul Ramirez to sccept this
great effort of mine in disenterring the name of
this writer from the shadows of ignorance and tor ay
desire that every reader will love and respect hin
through the reading of his works.

1’11 be very much obliged to him.
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HENRY RIDER HAGGARD.
( 18668 - 1086 ).

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH,

| A full life was that of Henry Rider Hegzard, best
knogn asg plain Rider Haggard even after the knight -
hood conferred on him in 1012, An English novelist,
born at Bradenham Hall, Norfolk on the 2984 of June
1886 and educated at Ipswich, he is said to have
shown but little prouise 1nhh1| early years, and in
manner to have been dreamy and absorbed, His young
imaginings may have been mainly occupied with 1ife’s
wonder and mystery; for we are told in the scaenty
materials at present avallable that he was of & )
uystical turn of aind and by nature ascetic. (1).

Just before he BI;. of age he entered the givil

service =znd in 18756, when he was 19, he went to South
Africa as aoorotarj to Sir Henry Bulwer, Governor of
Natal, and later in 1677 he is to be found on the
staff of the special commissioner, Sir Theophilus
Shepstone, in which capacity 1t follrto hia to hoist
the Union Jeek in the square of Pretoria on the first
annexation of the Transvaal, and he subsequently be-
ceme a master of the high court of the Transvaasl.
There he performed many important charges, both in
the e¢lvil and the judiecial service,

OI!O!..oato..;cu'...0.0l...o......t.!..oo.oo.o...cl

(1), Taken froam the editor's note to "She",



His South African experiences, of course, bore
fruit in many "?"ﬂulnt novels, and nis practieal
eide 1s further evidenced by his intense interest in
farming problonﬁ and everything relating to the land;
he showed great interest in rural and agricultursl
guestions, being a practical gardener snd farmer on
hie estate in Norfolk,

Hie "Rural Fngland" (2 voli) published in 1903
after a journey through the United Kingdom is still
by way of being indispensable to students of the
subject, In it he expresses the evils oa.ﬁopepnla-
tien in county districts,

He married in England in 1880 a Norfolk helreas,
Wiss Louisa Margitson, but returned for a while to
the Transvasl in time to witness its surrender to
the Boers and the overthrow of the policy of his
-former chief, Englaﬁd. however, claimed him agaln
in 1884, in which year hs waz called to the Bar,and
beean§ sccupled with th» hack-work of reporting di-
voree-cages. By this tine he had slready made some
slight reputation with his first book "Cetewayo and
his "hite Neighbours" or "Remarks on Recent Events
in Zululand, Watal ind the Transvasl" (1283), It 1s
the result of some six years exper.-nce in South
Africa in officlal and private capaclti-s, and it
gonteins smong other things a private history of
the snnexation of the Transvaasl., This book was



written in defence of Sir Shepetone’s policy, and at
first proved a total failure.

Thic wes followed by his earlier novels "Dawn”
(1884) and "The Witeh's Head" (1885).

While he and his wife were at Norwood, a little
ineldent occurred, on account of which he became a
writer of fiction. In church one Sunday, they saw
eltting near them a singularly besutiful and pure-
faced youn lady., They agreed that this seml-divine
ereature ought to be the heroine of & novel., Thus
the story called "Dawn" was the result. A little
dedication 1s inserted in 1t: |

After many years
I dedicate this my firet story
Te
That unknown lady,
once seen, but unforgotten, the
Mould and Model of Angels,
The magic of whoege fece turned my mind
To the maiing of books".

A eritic in the Times sasid, spesking of"bDam™:
it 1s 2 tale of eharactor.'pathos. incident and new
ground., At ?etlng or Hong-Kong - 1t 12 one of the
favourite subjects of study anéns the Chinese stu-
écnti of Inglish Literature. "pewn" continues the
eritie, is & novel of merit far sbove the average.



From the first page the story arrests the mind and
arouses the expectation... This 18, we repeat, a
striking and original novel breathing an elevated
if somewhat exaggerated tone".
- Wno srote this remark we don't know, -

"The Witeh's Head" which contains an account
of the British defest at Isandhlwena, in the author's
opinion is not so good as "Dawn"; but 1t wzs extremely
well received and within certain limits Very success-

After having puhlishta.s history and two long
novels, Haggard determined to abandon the writing of
fiction and'dovate himself entirely to his profession.
He says: "Had 1t not been for 2 curious chsnce my 1b¢
terary efforts would have ended with the publication
‘of "The Witeh's Head", end probably by now my labours
at the Bar would almost have obllterated them from ay
memory. But as it happened, I reaﬁ in one of the week-
1y pepers = notice of Sievenson's "Treasure Island"
g0 leudatéory that I procured and studied that work
end was lmpelled by 1t. perusal to try gnd write 2
book for'boys*.

The result wss 'K1n5.801959nia Uines" (1888)
tuggoaiee by the Zimbabawe ruins, s ich tirsg made
him popular and which brought him promi.ently be-
fore the public and determined his career,

Andrew Lang {one of the soundest and ablest
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critics of his time) in & letter to Rider Haggard,
says: "Seldom have I resd a book with so much plea=-
sure, I think 1t_p§rtoctif delightful, There is so
much invention end 1aaslnativo power and knowledge
of a:riean charscter in your book, that I almost
prefer it to "Treasure Island", (1),

As it proved en instant sucéess, he soon took
to literary work and published about sixty books
in all, on agriculture, on country life and on soclo-
logy, 2 book of trgval, novels, romances and a book
onrpblotieal history. !

"She" (1887) another fantastic Africen story
which r§1101ed was even more successful, and firmly
established him as one of the leading romesnce-writers
of the day, "She" has become one of the most popular
rdnancol of our time on account of ite striking ori-
ginality. This book and the g& less famous "King
Seldasi’s Wnes may be gald to have become 'classics’
in the iirctlao of thelr auihor, and indeed many peo~-
ple, thinking of him in the past tense were quite sur-
prioéé at the news of hils death so recently as thé
14th of May 1926, (32). | |

"Ayesha" or "The Return of She" wes published in
1005, Thhs seene of "Jess" (1887) and of “Allan Quater-

.‘..C........C..‘.....q.....l'to...ﬂi......C.‘..Qﬂ...

(15 Taken from "Days of my Life" publishc4 in the
"Strand Magazine" of May 1936, =
(8) Tsken from the editor s note to "She’.
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main" (1388) the continuation of "Fing Solomon's Mines"
wae ilso led in Africa, In 18956 he unsuccesslully ;on-
to;ﬁ;d the Fast Norfolk parliaaantarjldiviaiou in the
Unionist interest. |

 In 1905 he wae conuissioned iy the colonial office
to inquire after the Salvatioﬁ-nruyr;ctthn.nta at Fort
Rome, £.Celifornia and Port Amity, Colorado with a view
to the establishment of similar colonies in South Afri-
ca. ﬁti report on the subject was flrltlpuhllahcd as a
blunrhook and afterwards in an enlarged edition as
"The Poor and the Land" (1905) with suggestions for a
scheme of national land settilement in Great Britain it-
selfl, etec.

He was knighted in 1012, In the same year he was
appointed a member of the royal comamlesion to inquire
into the natural resources and the improveament of the
trade of the British Empire.

He took a keen interest in the after-war -aytle-
ment of the ex-gervice men, andrln 19216 visited the
oversess dominions in tiat connexion. He was ereated
K.B.E. in 1910, (1).

Some one ha; -aih that "his remarkable fertility
and range of imagination, controlled by a singular
pov'§~or investing even the wildest incidents with -
an air of plausibility struck an entirel), new note
at a period somewhat barren in respect of new and

00‘..00.n.o.la00..‘.00....0.....Ootl..o.olo....o-.olo

(1) Taken from the Encyclopedla Britannlca,
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orig;nal literary work. The years have also proved
that his romances were not merely ephemeral product-
tons, Rider Haggard, in short, though desd, yet 1ives
in the sense that his epirit survives in them. They
are sssured of pérnnnonae vhile thrilling tales of
endurance and adventure are popular with that vast
public which knows what pkeasure is to be found with-
in ihe covers of good books", (1).

...‘-‘......'.."..‘.ﬂ.l..I.....Q.O....-.......-l..-‘

(1) - Taken from the editor's note to "She",
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A _CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF HIS WORKS,

(Cetewayo and his "hite b e RSN A
(on politicel history). i

.Dﬂ'n“ L R I T T I

IR WEROR RO L R L G
'K!né SOI0.0H" Mineg" tooooooc.ooooatoooot:::
"she ...'....'..-......-..............'......
:Joas' (2 story of the first Boer War) .......
Allen OQuateranain™ SsesNsesRsseaNEsenRtsRRRRSS
“m“"s Revmse“ ...'........................
‘Hr- Heeeon’s mi” C..Q..l.‘;l........l'.l‘..
"c°1°n31 Q“Brlteh.v;c.“ terescssscsassnesessnees

"CIQGpﬁtrﬂ" sessshoencecncosesnssssnnssssssnnna
"Allan's Wife" L R R P R R R I

'Btttrico" Sensse et sttt EE TR NBEERRRERBRERORES
“The World's Desire” (a romeance of Helen of
Troy, vritten in collaboraticn with Andrew
Lﬁnsjo :

"Erie Brightex’5” SressrrasEsEEENsSERERRBERER TSN
"Nada the Lily" SerscesessEsenstsnsstensessBeESs
"ontﬁzuﬂ&’ﬂ Danghter” PeseessnsssesEsensasnes
"The Peopls of She MESE™ soinsincssnsnnnsanend
"Joan Hagte"™ Ssset st EsEe et RO RRERERERRROERBRET
"Heart of the World" ®Sreetseisscsnsssssesansel
"metor Theme' LI B B BN B BN B A B N O R R N B N N A IR R N N
”3"110’" L R N B A N N B I N I I A B
.A F&!‘me!"ﬂ YB!!I" IR R R RN RN NN EEE EENE NN NN NN
'Bllek Heart and "hite Heart" ssssssesscsssase
“The New South Afriea” Secessssnesessssesosane
“L’.b‘th“ {a tale of the Duteh) sscsstesnseas
"A Winter Pillgrimsge” (a book of travel) ....
"Rural En81&nd' (3 '01-’ esesesscsvssessasen0
"Penrl Malden" seessesseRseresnEnssEssReBRRRS
"Stella Fregelln!" esessesssssrsnassessnERENE
'Th‘ methren. .‘....f......'............."‘
.A Glrden.r'l !CBr" CsseseeesssEREsEReBOERBEEN
'A’B.hﬂ. or "The Return of She” seecccssscnee
"The Poor and the Land” sesescccnssessnsnER e
"rhe Way of the Splrit" sssenssssscssenscsnas
“mu" .........-...........-..............
“Falr !Brsarct. etssstessssseasssesssssasnnes
“The Ghost Klns'u essseseseeREEs s ERTsaR TS
"The Yellow God" (en 1dol of Afries) ..ececes
'“ornins Star” T T R
*The Lady Or'nlﬂﬂﬂhblﬂ.‘ escseserssssssscecane
'Qu.ﬂn Sheba & Ring" .o.c.o-;-ooco»-o.-.--...
*Rural Denmark and its Lessons eees sessssse
.Th‘ Mzhatma and the Har‘“ esscsssssssessncons
"Red Tve" B e R N
“aﬂ.. ‘..t.oo.l'.....u.coO.o.c...ol-.t.....

ha.ﬁenﬂratlon' esscssesseseRseBsesansnsaRe

18&3,

1es84,
18886,
1886,
1887,
1887,
1887,
1888,
1888,
1888.
igee,
1889,
1880,
1890,

i8e1l.
16938,
1684,
1804,
1696,
1666,
16808,
ige8,
1896,
1800,
1900,
1901,
ie01,
1903,
1903,
1203,
1904,
10086,
1906,
19056,
1906,
18046,
1907,
18CE.
1908,
1910,

1910,
1011,
ie11,
1011,
1013,
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"Ghlld of Sterm" eDevscccssnnssnse see

"The 'andar‘er'l Necklace" ooocoo--::-o. ig:i:
“The HOI, Flower" Posesesssesssnsnsons ipls,
“The Ivory Chilg" ssseene .-o-o---o.n-o ‘
'Fin.llhﬁdz .‘o..o-o:-:,-oo-o:--oquo...-.. }-gig:
DU BURIREL™ e S0 i saisienbivirele suiumiL KR0S
TIOR8 Toraed™ | gy i e n e nh b T .
"When the ‘Torld Shook™ ‘.'.‘...-....'-‘.'..... ! 1919.
"IN Anclemt ALY i iesventusinas s SN0,
"Smith sné the Pharaoh, and other Tales",
“She end Allan" sesnsanesnnensdoncesana A08L,
‘n‘ 'V!x:gin of the M“ :.ooo,oo.ooooo-o-‘ 1923.
"ﬂ.sdom 8 Daughter" o-oooo-lo-on-.co_ooooo- 1933,

A

ANALYSIS OF SOME OF HIS
SOXKXS .

My general plan is to examine a few works of
thie author in some detail, not of all of them, be-
cause he iz = very voluminous writer, and on the
other hend they sre so slike that it 1s not necessa-
ry to do 1it. ;

"MARIE" (lﬁlﬂ).- A tale followed with deep in-
terest., It 1s the story of Allan's first end only
love, It 1s & strange 2nd moving tale - full more-
over of forgotten history. e find some historical
inverest in the story, and the ecenes with all thelr
detslls are both remarcable and lmpr.esive.

bome hlstpr;cal events of Cape Colonj zrei: the
_Annexation of the Trsnsvasl, the Zulu Tar, the first
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Boer War, the Discovery of the Rand, the Taking of
Rhodesls, the second Foer War snd many other matters
which in these quick moving tlaes are now reckoned
as sncient history. Those historical events, at
To-day the flag of England flies from the Zsabeel

to the Cape, i SRS b

It 1e, however, with an earlier Afries that
thls history denmls, In 183¢ hate end susplcion ran
high betyaem the Home Government and ite Duteh Sub-
ju&. Owing to the freeing of the slaves and mutusl
misunderstendings, Cape Colony wae then in tumult,
almost in rebellion, and the Boers bj thousande, =x
sought new jhnau in the unknown, savage-peopled
North. {1).

This story deals with that blood-stained time,
the Great Treck and its tragedies, such as the
magsacre of the true-hearted Hetief and his compa-~
niong at the hands of the Zulu king, Mnsam, a
savage potentate of whom sand of whose armles every-
one seemed to be in terror; and asany white men were
sacrificed to patiefy the whim of that savage king.

Very interesting, too, iz the umt given of
the hideous sufferings of the treck-Boers who wander-
ed into the fever veld, there to perish in the nelgh-
bourhood of Delagoa Bay, among the dreadful turmoil
of the rosring flemes, the yelle of the savages and

..“."C...‘...‘............‘...O..I..Ill..l..I......

{1) Taken from the introduction to the book,
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the shrieks snd grosns of wounded sad dying men, Very
vivid 18 the description of thelr awful Journey over
mounteains and through flooded rivers in = country
which looked g0 healthy, but was polsoned !1tﬁ fever,
All those Noers were no better than wandering beggars;
many of them perished by the spears of the savages
end endured lingering tortures of fever a2nd starvation
in the camp of death, After all, the Boers were not so
far fron the primitive conditions of humanity, when
the firet duty of man was to feed his wife and child~
ren; of that time when men and women have been married
without the help of prieste, by open declaration and
publie renort,

Thoee poor Boers were, in general, good and
honest men, yet they had been doomed to be drutally
butchered at the nod of & savage despot, bloody4nznd-
ed villain, their wives widowed, thelr children left
fatherless, or in most ceses murdered or orphaned,

Such were the dreadful cruelties that happened
in Zululend in those dajs of bloodthirstiness and
revenge. Of these sufferinge, especially those that
were endured by Triechard end his companions, & few
brief contemporary records still exist, buried in
scanty works of reference.

The reault is that some seven hundr>d uen,
women and chiléren heve lost thelir lives in a very

'nrusl menner, butchered like beastis in Zululand,
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It may be mentioned also thet it was 2 common be~
1ief among the Boers of that generation that the eruel
@death of Retlef and his companions and other misfor-
tunes which befell them were due to the treacherous
plottings of an Fnglishman sith the deepot Dingasn,

This story deals with Mr. Quatermain’s strange
experiences, when a very young aan he acconpanied the
111-fated Pieter Retief and the Boer commicsion on an
embasey to the Zalu despot, Dingaan, Thig ended 1in
thelr masescre, Allan Queteraaln himself znd his Hot-
tentot servsnt Hans belng the sole survivors of the
slaughter, Also 1t deale with another matter more
peresons]l to himpelf: hie courtship and narriage to
hig first wife, Harie iiarsis.

"usrie" is sn idyllic love-story, full of beau-
tiful descriptive passages, full of fantasy; the
reason being that perhape in Afrieca there are nany
spots, which give eolow- to the fancy.

sseeeew

"LYSBETH",- (1¢01) a tale of the Dutch,

It is en histeric:l romance divided into three
books; the first ig entitled "The Sowing™; the second
"The Ripening” and the third "The Harvesting”. Thie
Work ie dedlcated to the memory of uvne of the greatest
and most nobie-hcartod.of human beings »o ever lived
in any age, thn'inunr;;;‘llllla- of Orange, called
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the Silent; the man called forth by God to whom Holland
owes 1te liberties, and who for ever broke the hideous
yoke of religious fanaticisa among the Teuﬂon races,

There are, roughly, says the author, two ways of
writing 2n historical ronance: the first to choose
ione notable snd leading charscters of the time to be
treated, snd by the help of history sttemst to pleture
thea 22 they were; the other to make a study of that
tiae »nd history with the country in which it was
enacted and from it to deduce the necessary charac-
ters. In the case of "Lysbeth" the suthor hee atteampt-
ed thie second method, :

By =n example of the trials; adventures snd vie-
tories of 2 burgher family of the generation or‘rhllip
the second and ¥illlam the bilant,he strives to set
before the resders of to-day something of the like of
those who lived through perhape the most fesrfyl and
hideous tyranny thst the weetern world has ever known.
How 12 1t that they lived one wenders; how 1s it that
they d1d not die of ve"y terror, those of thesm whe
escaped the ecaffold, famine and the pestilences of
vurloui sorte%...

It was the time when Philip the King ruled in
Spain and the Duke of Alva was hi= prophet in the
Netherlsnds., Our scene 12 the city of Teyden, -It
io the story of a people s agony during fateful
yeare; in those days of terror and suspicton when

vith one decree of the Holy Office, confirued by 2
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proclamation of Philip, king of Spain, 211 the iahabit-
ants of the Nothcr;:ndl. three millione of them, had
been condemned to death, accused of witcheraft and here-
sy. Men's minds were full of'terror, for on every eside
yerw_burningu and hangings and torturings, All this be-
cause they chose to worship God in their own common
 Duteh fashion unailded by images and priests. So dread-
ful were the times that a knocking on the door at an
unaccustomed hour was enough to throw those within in-
to 8 paroxyem of fear, especially if at that moment
they chamced to be harbouring a pastor of the New
Faith, a erime punishable with death., But not all the
wickedness of those days lies on the hesds of the In-
quisition and the Spaniarde; the adherents of the new

ovllvﬁhlngs also, but because they had been mad
by their sufferings.

=
=7

#

N 9!&; %‘gf

the herces of a burgher family of the eity of Leydeni——="

Lyebeth, s Dutch lady, the only daughter of a
sea-captain, inherited . very considerable fortune
after her rnthorfl death; s brave woman she was, one
who had pasgsed through many dangers, & typical Dutch
heroine. She was in love with her cousin Dirk van
Soorl who loved her with that patient incerity
which was characteristic of his raco.i;ut Lo save

pirk's life; who was accused of being a heretic of
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the most pernicious sort, she was forced to marry a
Spanish spy, Count Jusn de Nontalve, whose ruling
paseion wns money, Then it was discovered that he
pad pclebrateﬂ a2 bygamous marriage, and he wag sent
to serve for fourteen years in the galleys =g &
common slave, After Lysbeth married Dirk sand a son
was born, whom they named roy; Thie boy ie the true
populer hero of this story, A quality of zood spirits
in a depressing and melagcholy age made Foy 2 extra-
ordinary popular character,

Very interesting anéd admired are the risks and
dangers through which he had passed with his faith-
ful servant snd inseparable mate the Frisisn glant
ealled ‘artin the Red, Less lnportani charzcters in
the story anéd worthy of mention are the Burgomaster
Pieter van de Werff, who saved Leyden from the ESpa-
nish; Hendrick Prant, the friend and cousin of Dirk,
who bequesathed his money for the defence of his
country, the freedom of religious falth and the
destruction of the Spaniards, Adrien, Montalvo's
son, the superstitious *ut unspiritual dreamer
fashioned by nature to be the tool of others or of
his own desires,.Flss Brant, Hendrick's dsughter,a
beautdiful’ snd delicate girl who afterwards narried
Poy van Goorl. And some strange characlers as sples
employed by the papal inquisitors Lo get up cases

ageinst heretics, etees i
Gladeinde
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- BERIC BRIGHTEYES" (1891) - A romance of the Nerth,
A tale dedicated to H.I.N, Victoria, Fapreece Prederick
qr Germany as a token of profound respect and sympathy.

"Erie Brighteye=" is a Norse romance fashioned from
the model of the Icelandic sagas or Scandinaviah‘losondl.

Some words on the development of those sagae, (1).
This was the manner of the saga'e growth: In the early
days of the Tcelandic community - that republic of aris-
tocrate - may between the dates 000 and 1100 of our era,
a guarrel would arise between two great families, as in
the ecase of the Njal Saga, its cause, probably was the
i1l doings of some noble woman. This gquarrel would lead
to manslaughter, Then blood called for blood and & ven=-
detta was set on foot that ended only with the death by
violence of a majority of the actors in the drama and
2 large number of their adherents, In the course of the
feud, men of herolic strength would coame to the front
snd perform deede worthy of the iron sge which bore
them, Women also would help to fsshion the tale, for
good or evil, according to thelr natursl giftt and
charsctere. At lzst the tragedy wes covered up by the
death snd time, leaving only a few dinted shields and
haﬁntod cairne to tell of those who had played its
leading parts. But its fame lived on in the minds of
men. Prom generation to generation skalds or anclent
Scandinsvian poets wsndered through the winter snows,
much a2s Homer may have wandered in higs days across
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taken froam the
(1) This development of those sagas 1s
introduction to the book.
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the Gciﬂ&an vales and mountains, to find a welcome &t

every place, because of the old-time story they had teo

tell, : _ |
To alter the tsle was one of the greatst crimes:

the skald must repeat it as it came to him, but by
degrees undoubtedly thesagas suffered z2lteration. THe
facts, remained the same, indeed, but around them
gathered a2 mist of miraculous occurences and legends.
They partake both of truth and filction; a saga is a
fable snd = true story at the same time,

That this tsle ("rie Brighteyes) 1e true, the
writer can.testify, for siga in hand, he has followed
every act of the drama on its very site; and yet the
tale hss been added to, for unless we may belleve
that husan beinge are gifted with second sight, we
cannot zccept as true many supernatural, and dread-
ful thinge /the book is full of them) that only happem
in ﬁ dream or more properly in 2 nightmere, Thus, in
this Norse romsnce, the tale of Eric and all the deeds
thai he ﬁnd his men did, would be true, but the drama
of Asmund, iha priest, the witcheraft of Swanhild,the
incident of the spoakins'head, the visions of Eric and
Skailagrim and many other thinge, mey owe their origin
to the im=gination of successive generations of skalds;
and finally in the fifteenth century, the story may
ha;t been written down with zll 1its supernstural
additions,.

' The tendency of the Norse mind, especinally, 1s to

supply uncommon snd extraordinary reasons for actlons
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and facts that are to be smply accounted for by the
working of the natural forces.

Swanhild would have needed no familiar (a demon
supposed to attend at call) to instruct her in her
evil schemes., The natursl magie, the beauty and the
inherent power of such 2 woman as Swanhild, are things
more forceful than any spell that magicisns have invent-
ed, or any demon they are supposed to have summoned to
their 21d. But no eaga would be complete without the
intervention of such extraneous forces,

Of the smppearances of familiars in ihe shape of
animale, we find an instance in this story; and it was
believed in Iceland that the passions and desiree of
gorcercres took visible form in such creatures as wolves,
tosde or rate. _ |

These were ealled 'sendings’ and there are meny
allusiona to thea in t?c sagas, Another peculiarity
that may be briefly alluded to as cuin&ntly characte-
ristic of the sagas ig their fatefulness, Ae we read
we seen to hear the volece of doom speaking continually:
"Phings will happen as they are fated", "no man may
flee his fate", that is ﬁha keynote of them all,

The Norse mind had little belief in free will.

Men and women were born with certein characters and
tendencies given to them in order that their lives
ghould run in sppointed channels, and their acts

bring sbout an aprointed end, They do not do these



things of their own desire, they do them because they
mugt. The norne, as they name fate, have drawn their
path lohg snd long agoe.

The sagas are searcely known to the English-
speaking public, This 1s eany to account for: it is
hard to persuade the twentieth century world to inte-
reet 1teelf in people who lived and evente that hap-
pened thousands of years ago. The archale nature of
the work, even 1n a translation, the multitude of its
actors,etc,

"firic Brighteyes", therefore is full of these
peculisrities, and to some extent, 1t is written in
the fora of the romance of our own day, archaisas
being svolded as much as possible,

But in my opinion the author has not succeeded
in exeiting interest in the troubled lives of *orlc
forefathers; it is somewhat tiresome, for it is al-
waye the gpame tale, the tale of death,

. . 'Such 1¢ the tale of Eric Brighteyes, whose
eyna’lhone bright as stars, the mightlest and best
beloved of women of all warriors that have lived in
Teeland; of Gudruda the Fair, Asmund's dsughter, -of
Swanhild the ¥itch and of Skaliagrim Lembstail,Eric’s
thrall, all of whom lived and dled before Thangbrand
Wilibsld's son preached Christianity in Ieecland.

La&&d
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"SHE" (1887) - A history of adventure, a fantas-
tie African story in which the auter tells us of the
strange and ttfrtblo adventures and experiences suffer-
ed by Hr. Horace Holey (I think the author himself)and
his adopted son,Leo Vineey, during tﬁolr'viu;t to the
ancient ruines of mighty end imperial Kor,

When Leo reached his twenty-fifth birthday, this
strange and awful history properly begins, on the coest
of Africa in an unexplored region near the Zambesi , among
the Amahagger or the people of the rocks, who spoke an
Arabic diezlect and were ruled by & besutiful white woman
who was seldom seen by them, who had power over all
things 1iving snd dead ‘and who stood in the flames and
came forth unharmed snd yet more besutiful. 'She who
must be obeyed' or 'She’ simply wae the aysterious
Queen of the Anshagger, It was sald that she was lme-
mortal and chose a husband from time to time, and as
soon a2s & female child was born, this husband was put
to deasth, Then the child grew up and took the place of
‘the queen when its mother died. An extrsordinary woman
ghe wae, who hed & strange name 'Ayesha’' and whose
brain wes supernaturally sharpened and who had two
thoussnd years of experience, besides zll nannjr of
knowledge of the secrets of nature at her comaand.

The magiec of her beauty snd concentrated will and

pasgeion overpowered everybody. The frult of her wis-
dom, saye the suthor, was this that there is but one
thing worth living for and that is love in ite high=



!
ezt sense,

One of the most wonderful and mysterious expe-
riences ever undergone by mortal men, says the editor
of this extraordinary history; but really it seems
that this work is partly true snd partly the result
of the suthor’e imaginatien,

Here I will include the editor's opinion on this
boak,.far it is almost my own,

He says: "At first I was inclined to believe that
this history of = wosan clothed ia the majesty of her
almost endless years on whom the shadow of eternity it-
self lay like the dark wing of night waz some gigantie
allegory of which I éauld not eatch the meaning, Then I
thought that it may be = bold atteapt to portray the
possible results of prscticsl lamortality, informing the
substance of a mortal who yo; drew her sirength from
earth, =2né in whose human bosom passions yel rose snc
fell and beat ss in the unending world around her the
winds and the tides rige and fsll and beat unceasingly.
But 28 I read on I abandoned that ides also. To me the
story seems to bear the stamp of truth upon its face",
| Now I must ssy that the characters sre all more
or less formed and governed by the operations of the
magnificent scenery around them, and almost every page
in the book is full of imagery and passion. Sometinmes
he bursts into the world os spirits and in the wild
nsture that seems to have inepired him, he has lnd.f-
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veursd to embody and call them up before him and employ
these personifications ag fe formerly eaployed the feel-
ings snd passions of man. And in my opinion he has com-
pletely succeeded in this daring attempt. T am inclined
to think that the plan he has concelved s=nd the prin -

- elpal character he has delineated have reached a sense
of perfection, though it seems that ﬁome confusion ac-
gompanies the mind throughout the resding of the book,
owling perhaPa to the inherent aystery of the subject.

Through the whole work there is 2 deep atmosphere
of mjstery and fate: the traditions, the legends, the
#owess of the millenary heroes, the superctitions,the
faith, have been grasped in this romance.

'she’ 18 a strange combination of firtue and viece,
1 dareszy. It 1s & wonderful vision of & being invested
with superhumsn attributes, in order that she may be
eapable of more than hunan sufferings and be sustained
under them by more than human force and pride.

However, we sre forced to concelve this mysterious
women £8 & resl existence and st the ssme time to fear,
to pity snd to admire her, this immortel ‘She’, & ty-
plcel heroine, tormented by a specles of high vengeance,

We eon see clearly that the author ie very fond of
ﬁains supernatural and believes in fate, He 1s an 1deal
eeterﬁinist end seems to believe in the influence of
supernstural thinge. To prove this, T =ill copy & little

parsgraph from jpage 2001 "Good and
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night an? day, sweet and bitter, man and woman, heaven
above and the earth benesth - all these things are need-
ful one to the other, and who knows the end of 'hiiht -
I tell thee there 1s a hand of fate that twines them
up to bear the burden of ite purpose, and all things
are gathered in that great rope to which sll thinge
are requisite, Therefore does it not becone to say
this thing is evil and that good or the dark is hate-.
ful and the light is lovely; for to other eyes than
ours the evil ;ay be the good and the derknese nore
beautiful than the day, or alike be fair", -

But, though, it 1s somewhat éifficult to realize
distinectly the drift of the story, it inquestionably
exhibits many good delineatlons of scenery, many iam-
pregsive ané terrible plctures of paseion and many
wild ané swful vislone of imagery horror. For instance
the scene in which he deseribes Ayesha's death,

- 'It gseems like 2 dream or a fairy tale instead of
a resl sdventure of those who found her who wes awalt-
ing their coming in the tombs of Kor,.

It seems that nature snd love mean something teo
him. For instsnce, we finé this in "She": "Life 18 not .
worth the trouble of life, except when one 1s in love",
He is often thinking of the secrets of 1ife and the
secrets of nature,

1 esnnot help inserting here s beautiful love

" .
-

song in "She .
"Tove is like a flower in the desert.
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It 15 like the aloe of Arabla, that bleoms
but once and dies; 1t blooms in the salt emptiness
of Life, and the brightness of 1ts besuty is
set upon the waste as a star is nc£ upeh
a stora, | |

It hath the sun above that is the spirit,and
about it blows the alr of its divinity,

At the echoing of a step Love blooms, I say,
I say Love blooms, and bends her beauty
down to him who passes by, |

He plucketh 1it, yes, he plucketh the red
cup thet ig full of honey, and beareth

it sway; away scross the desrt, away till
the flower be withered, away till the desert
is done,

There is only one perfect flower in the
wilderness of Life,

That flower ies love!

&&555

"KING SOLOMON'S MINFS" (1886) - A faithful, but

unpretended record of a2 remarkable adventure, dedicated
by the narrator, Allsn Quatermain to all the big and

1ittle boye who read it.
It is 2 strenge story, = gqueer tele in which the

suthor telles us how he and two frimnds of his suffered

from starvation snd weariness in the desert, and of
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1n‘tho land of the Kukuanas among African people,
while thiey were lookin for the dismond mines of So-
lomon; the biggest treasure, probably that in the
world’s history has ever been accumulated in one

spot.
He saye that when they travelled far into the

wildernees to find new things, they found that it was
not 2 wilderness at all, but 2 beautiful place, full
of young wives and fat cattle of-ganc to hunt =and
enemies to kill; a strange land, 2 land of witch -
eraft and beautiful things and a land of brave people.

He tries to give every appearance of reality te
thin narrative and as a story-teller he presente all
his rneta-as the continuos experience of an imaginary
narrator. :

There ie no woman in this story, except Foulata,
a2 savage beautiful girl, and Gagool, if she wae a
women =znd not = fiend, but in facti, she was a witch-
doetress, the evil genius of the land,

The suthor hopes that every reader will like
this story of tressure, war and wild adventure.

He uses many native words, words of the Kukua-

na dialect,
&%35&
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'éﬂxnb OF STORM" (1913).

Also seems very interesting as a study of savige
l1ife, It relates the moving history of a beautiful
. and wicked Zulu girl named Mameena who did much evil
in her dasys and went uaiopentlnt from the world,

LdBhl

"OOLONEL OUARITCH, V. C " (1888),

A tale of country 1ife dedicated to his friend
and fellow sporteman Charles J.lLongmsn.

This work is claesified among his novels. It 1e
a novel of everydsy life and commonplace evente.

All the characters in thes book are playing thelir
parte in 2 troublesome world, in a world full of com-
BMnations. The principal among them arei Colonel Ha~
rold Cuaritch, a great depaner over rofty yearse of
age, who spent five years in Indiz snd Egypt, and
then retired fromw the army to live the guiet some =~
what simless life of & emall country scnt;eman.but
An spite of =211, he meets al every turn with the
_most common scenes and dramas.

Then, Squire de la Molle, the ommer of Honham
Castle; his only daughter and heliress ‘Ida’, one of
the sweetest and most natural women in Fngland, and

‘with 1t all & woman having brains and force of cha-

- racter, ; ;
i s #r, Ouest, the country lawyer, fn impoetor,
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a2 bigamist who wanted to bring the de la iolle faally

o ruin; in fact one of the evil genulises of the his-

tory.
Colonel Quaritch was not popular among women,and

as a rule, they both feared and dieliked him; but after
all, he was earnestly in love with Ida de ls Nolle,who
wes going to marry a very rich man, Edwerd Cossey,to
save her father from ruin. At last Colonel Quariteh
saved the famlly from belng decelved and rulned, dis-
coverihg the heap of gold hoarded in an awful store-
house by an esncestor of the Squire, amid the bones of
Saxon and Danish heroes, and thus, making the woman he
loved his wife, saving her froam marrying a false and
wicked man,

Thie novel is a record of country life studied

in a particular locslity in Fngland,

Sbldel

"QUEEN SHEBA'S RING" (1910).

It is one of the best and interestiing romances,
written, says the author, to set down the bare and
actual truth.

Gaptain Oliver Orme is the hero of the atory,
Af it hes any particular hero, who with t#o friends
of his made an sgreeable journey to Horth Central
Africa, This book is an account of thelr sdventures
among the Abati people, the Sons of Solomos and She-
ba, and the alseries they suffered on account of the
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heat, hunger and thirst, while they were lost ih the
desert. [t aleo tells us how Captain Oruerfdll in
love with Magqueda, who was by birth the ruler of the
Abati people, and she bore the high-sounding titles
of Waldes Hagaeta or Chlld of Xings, and Takla Warda,
or Bud of the Rose, 2 very handsome and spitited
young woman,

e d

HIS PERSONALITY AND CHIEF CHARACTERISTICS
STUDIED THROUGH HIS WORKS.

Before considering him as & man of letters,an
intellectusl force in English Literature, I will say
something, considering him simpliy as a nan,

Through his writinge I im&gine he was a person
who had agreeable and distlnguishad manners, & fine
education, s methodicel minded man, who does not like
to alter his.plans. thus 2 man patient in mind, dell-
berate in forming his purposes end very sure la carry-
ing thea out, A men with a romsatic temperaament, high-
souled ané sentimentsl, & men with a dreamy ninq?aaft-
ed with a very powerful imagination and with a great
thirst for knowledge. "e may take him for a sallor who
returns from & long journey in the course of which he
comes to the conclusion that this world is a pleasant

place =nd one well worth knowing and exploring.
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Through the reading of some of his stories, for
instance: "Marie" and "The King Solomon'e Mines", I
can say snd without making a mistake, that he could
talk several native dialects, especially Eastera
dizlecte (Zulu end Kukusna), and that he spent all
his spare time in conversing with the savages and
acquiring a knowledge 9r their language, history
and customs, So, he wee a great observer and adairer
of the manners and customs of his dark-skinned bro-

thers.
It seems that he had lived much in the wild-

éraela snd knew the value of eivilization, for he
says: "The story of 2n ancient clvilization and the
treasures which thoge o0lé Jewish or Phoeniclan ad-
vebtureres used to extract from a country long slnee
lapsed into the datkest barbarism took a2 great hold
upon uy imagination". =

He 18 a great admirer of the exotic civillizatlion
of the African people, of their wonderful 1life, of
their sufferings, strenge tortures, pangs, ngtorrul-
ly snalysed in their conflicts with Fate, Life and

Death,
Wwe sre inclined to think that he was a great

resder, & thorough sportsman and en ardent collector
of curiosities, for he is & msn who takes the trouble
to collect traditions from the natives and tries to

. mmke out & little plece of history of those dark and
slmost unknown lands,
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He shows 2 natural sympathy with Englieh traditions,
- with the brooding spirit of the rinotofplnt. iith the
remote periods of the world’'s history, and :oo-i to have
had 2 great desire to know and oxplbro ell that is un-
known, ' \

All his sympathies are not with the modern times,
but with the old, ancient tilll. He tries to recons-
truect the pas@ wvith all ite peculierities in his queer
romances, which are all stories of adventure in the
past. | |

He gives us the impression of an appeased travel-
ler who arrives to & country with whose usages anq
cnutons he is not asecquainted, but who cheerfully
edapta himselfl to theg.

He had worked and striven to penetrate the
enigme of the different races, He looks for the
soul, the whole of the moral, sentimental, reli-
gious and social perceptions that throb under a

gkin of = different colour,

&& &b

HIS WRITINGS IN GENERAL AND STYLE,

Now, from the literary point of view, I ean
say that he is a great story~teller and a great ro-
mance writer, who has shown a most delicate mastery

of hie art. .
He deserves to be known in the Fnglish spesking



world as one of the most amusing and pleasant writers,
for ;t seems that he is not consldered as & great writer
but one not well worthy or-atndy, one whom we could call
a sghownan in letters,

As we may see by the enormous list of his works,
ﬂa;gard was a laborious and voluminous writer, his pro-
duction ieg very vast, He has written several novele and
roaances full of fantastic adventures taking advantage
of thf‘adventurnn and sufferings undergone during his
peraanence among the savages, giving thea &= colour,
which in spite of being real, seems a produet of fan-
tasy. Wis stories seem fantastical eonatruaﬁlonl'of &
1life not lived really, mysterious whimse of Tantasy.
lioat of hie romsnces are connected with South African
1ife. "he" ig undoubtedly the most powerful and cha-
racteristic of his romsnces. The sombre ang glooamy
strugsle together with fantastical inspirations and
fiery emotions and produce effects of great originali-
ty. His passionate romances show 2 reflex of the bar-
barous grendeur of the dense Agriean jungles, of its
mountaing, of its deserts and of 1te Frnnatlc solitary
shores. _

We can say, he ig a good narrator. His romances
are strange histories filled with curious detaile.

He slways tries to be accurate in his narratives,
which sre characterized by a spirit of adventure. His
stories and romaﬁaan with those magnificent adventures,
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strange, pathetic 2nd highly eoloured love scenes are
calculated to amuse and make a deep impression upon
the reader,

His intellect, his reading which surely in youth
must have been considerable, his keen observation of
men and women, and the play of human passions,perhaps
led him to write these stories coloured with a marked
tinge of sadness, with a melancholic hue and full of
strange, asful and even brutal scenes,

The first impression the reader gets is that he
is 2 person who looks upon the sad side of things, for
he 1s slways describing and telling us of the suffer-
inge undergone by his heroes and himself, and the
horrore and crueltiee and stranie tortutes cnﬁur.l
by the countlees victims of the times he studied,

It seems that eircumstances have coloured the
author's nature with a tinge of pessimiem and made
hia state this: "vho can guestion the decrees of fate -
sritten imsutably perhaps long before we were born in
the verlasting book of human destinies?”. -

On scecount of this we can say that he is a fata-
1ist.

But, after all, we find pleasure in the reading
of hig stories, which are interesting and fascinating
anéd most of them curiously attiractive.

Hie tales are pictures of real passion, the emo-
tions which he excelled in displaying ytro those of

the most stormy character.
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A profound connoisseur of the remote amblent with
itas prejudices and struggles, Hagzard transcribes them
to his stories with an admirable fidelity and colouring.
His studies of savage life are falthful asnd pathetic
portraite of the savage struggles that held the men of
those remote times he proposed to study,.

In most of his workes he reveals himself a deep ob-
server and a pleasant writer. He knowe how to inspire
a papslon and overtake us with his real, pathetic 2nd
living narratives,

He 18 a good describer of natural scenery, a lover
of natural beauty and very fond of curious detalls, He
is very minute in his descriptions, he selects happily
and sketches freely and rapldly. He geizes the most
salient images and brings them directly to the eys at
onece, The finest passages are elther soliloguies or
deseriptions, He makes his descriptions with a luxary
of details and in & picturesque form, He is very falth-
ful &#n his descriptions of natursl seenery and aspects,
he knew how to adopt his mind to the different count-
ries he visited, and found emotion in the sight of =
reglon quite different from the civilized ones, He
looked roé an ideal country in remote lands, It seeans
that his childhood was developed in an ambient which
led his imagination towards the remote lands, the
countries almost unknown and the long Journeys.
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Hls works show that he was always fond of travel-
ling end landing on mysterioue shores; a man of an ad-
venturous instinet and one who 1is always faselnated by
all the dangeérs and by all the unknown and far off,

Hies novele are numerous snd pleasant., It 18 not
alwaye posgsible to mark the divisive line between the
book of sdventure, the sutoblograzphical narrative and
the story.

In his novels he dooa-no cther thing than to ex-

- pose deeds; in fact they are real narratives, and on
the other side he creates characters in them. his
novels zre not very famous, by I am sure that every
‘reader will like to read them on account of the natursl
colours he gives thea,

In hie novels he portrays life as he esees men live
it, while in romance he 13 helped by his imagination
and his charscters seem half real for the moment and
an impression of amystery made visible remsins,

He is a‘tpontaneouu writer, He moves in prose
with 2 grace and simplicity which i1s very natural in
him. The psychological intensity which he felt in the
countries he visited is put side by side with the gift
of expreseing 1it, it 1s guite adequate to the ilmpress-
ione he proposed to communicate.

His style 1s direct and simple, aiming at realisa

ts. own peculiar
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